
Introduction to First Peter 
 

Recipients  
The recipients are the “chosen exiles of the scattering” (1Pe 1:1). Some might be confused concerning the heri-
tage of Peter’s audience, as to whether they were Jewish or Gentile believers. The answer is that they were 
both: a mix of Jews and Gentiles under the New Covenant, making up the membership of the churches situ-
ated in Gentile nations. A quick review of early church history will help to explain how this came about, so one 
is given below under “Background.”  In Babylon, Peter is also among “the scattering” (1Pe 5:13). 

Author, Date and Place 
The author identifies himself as “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1Pe 1:1). Jesus gave Simon the name 
“Peter” when he confessed that Jesus was the Christ (Mt 16:17-18).  The name “Peter” occurs at least 160 
times in the New Testament, and no one mentioned in the New Testament shares this name with Peter the 
Apostle. Otherwise, Peter (Gk., petros, a rock) was known by three other names: “Cephas” (a Greek translitera-
tion of kepa which is an Aramaic word meaning rock), “Simeon” (his original Hebrew name, found only two 
times, Ac 15:15 and 2Pe 1:1), and its Greek equivalent, “Simon” (commonly used throughout the NT).   

Peter wrote this epistle late in his life, while living in Rome, probably just before Nero’s persecution of 
Jews and Christians in Rome (~AD 64) and shortly before his death. The fact that Mark was also living in 
Rome at the time of the writing supports this date (since Mark escaped to Alexandria after the arrest and cruci-
fixion of Peter, ~AD 67).  Peter uses the name “Babylon” to describe Rome because it was the central kingdom 
of the empire in which they were exiles (1Pe 5:13).  

Background  
For much of his ministry, Peter focused his attention on the circumcised, that is, believers of Jewish descent. 
(Paul also initially focused on the Jews, but soon redirected his ministry to include the Gentiles, Gal 2:7-8; cf. 
Ac 9:15; 22:21; 26:17-18; Eph 3:1.) During this time, many Jews living in Gentile nations had adopted the for-
eign language of their resident nation. Some of these Jews would travel to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feasts 
(e.g., Pentecost). On the Pentecost after Christ’s death and resurrection, the Holy Spirit gifted the disciples so 
that these visiting Jews could hear the gospel preached in their “own” (foreign) languages (Ac 2:5-11). These 
visiting Jews had traveled “from every nation under heaven” (Ac 2:5), including Pontus, Cappadocia, and Asia, 
three regions specifically mentioned in Acts 2:9 as well as in Peter’s introduction (1Pe 1:2). Apparently, after 
they believed the gospel, some of these Jews remained in Jerusalem for a time, in the company of the Apostles 
and other believers. Soon these Jews from other nations had difficulty supporting themselves, being in Jerusa-
lem and away from their businesses in their adopted homeland. One of the reasons why early church believers 
began to sell their possessions and share the proceeds was to help support all of these new believers (Ac 2:44-
45; 4:32-35).   

Eventually, many of these Jewish believers from other nations went home, back to their adopted countries. 
After the first wave of persecution against the church, believers congregating in Jerusalem were scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria (Ac 8:1; cf. 1:8). Then Saul (Paul) “made havoc of the church” in 
Judea (Ac 8:3) and expanded the persecution as far as the church in Damascus, where many Jewish believers 
had fled from the persecution in Judea (Ac 9:1-2). Apparently, other Jewish believers, also fleeing from perse-
cution, settled in Gentile nations, and spread the gospel witness “to the end of the earth” (Ac 1:8).  

At first the gospel of the kingdom was proclaimed exclusively to Jews (and Jewish proselytes). Most  
churches outside of Judea and Galilee initially consisted of Jewish believers returning from Jerusalem.  

After God opened the door to include the Gentiles through Peter’s visit to Cornelius’ house (Ac 10), the 
church began to understand that the gospel of the kingdom was not exclusively for the Jews (Ac 11:18). After 
this, they began to preach the gospel of the kingdom to the Greeks (“Hellenists”) “and a great number be-
lieved and turned to the Lord” (Ac 11:20-21).  

The inclusion of Gentiles in the church created some issues which were discussed at the Council in Jerusa-
lem (in AD 48 or 49). During this discussion, James recognized that God was using the Gentiles “to rebuild the 
fallen tents of David” (Ac 15:16). The council realized that Gentile believers were not required to obey the 
Law of Moses (Ac 15:19, 24). Thus, a letter explaining the council’s decision was sent “to the brethren who are 
of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia” (Ac 15:23).  

All of this is pertinent to the discussion of Peter’s audience because both Jews and Gentiles are included 
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under the New Covenant (Eph 2:1-3:7). Both Jews and Gentiles are “by grace . . . saved through faith” (Eph 
2:8). Although in the past Gentiles were “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world,” no longer are they “far off” but “now 
[are] in Christ Jesus . . . through the blood of Christ” (Eph 2:11-13). “For [Christ] Himself is our peace, who 
has made both [Jew and Gentile] one, and has broken down the wall in the middle separating [them], having in 
His flesh abolished the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in the ordinances, in order to cre-
ate in Himself one new humanity from these two, thus making peace, that He might reconcile both [Jew and 
Gentile] to God in one body” (Eph 2:14-16).    

In his epistle, when Peter addresses the church members in Asia Minor, he does so using traditional Jewish 
terminology because both Jew and Gentile have been included in the New Covenant. “Through [Christ] we 
both have access by one Spirit to the Father” (Eph 2:18). Thus, the Gentiles are “no longer strangers and for-
eigners but are fellow citizens with the saints [of Israel] and members of the household of God [just like the 
Jewish believers], having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophet, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief cornerstone” (Eph 2:19-20). The inclusion of the Gentiles in the New Covenant, which was prom-
ised to Israel, was a mystery “which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same 
body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel” (Eph 3:5-6). 

Therefore, Peter addresses his audience as the restored tribes of Israel (“fallen tents,” Ac 15:16), describing 
them (like himself) as “chosen exiles,” scattered across the Roman Empire (1Pe 1:1), a description which is 
reminiscent of the Jews who during Daniel’s lifetime were exiled in Babylon (1Pe 5:13). Peter begins by focus-
ing their attention on their heavenly inheritance, which is “incorruptible and undefiled and unwithering, being 
kept in heaven for you” (1Pe 1:4). Peter describes these New Covenant believers as a spiritual house of priests: 
“you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Christ Jesus” (1Pe 2:5). Peter explains how they are different from the then existing 
nation of the Jews, who “refusing to believe, they stumble at the word to which indeed they were ap-
pointed” (1Pet 2:8). Then he directly compares his audience to the Israelites, using similar phrases to those ap-
plied to the Israelites when God offered them the Old Covenant at Mt Sinai: “but you are a chosen family, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of 
God; who had not been shown mercy, but now are being shown mercy” (1Pe 2:10; cf. Ex 19:5-6; Dt 7:6; 
10:15; Isa 43:20-21). Since the New Covenant people of God are not living in the Promised Land, Peter de-
scribes them as “sojourners” (1Pe 1:17), “strangers and exiles . . . among the Gentiles” (1Pe 2:11-12). In the 
same vein, he calls the women believers who are submissive and obedient “daughters of Sarah” (1Pe 3:6).   

In summary, Peter addresses believers of the New Testament church who, although they inherit a tradition 
from the Israelite fathers, are under the New Covenant ratified by Christ’s blood.  The “new” people of God 
initially consisted of only Jewish believers, but later came to include Gentile believers. The New Covenant fam-
ily of God consists of a remnant of the house of Judah (not to be confused with the Jewish nation) and a res-
toration of the fallen house of Israel (repopulated by Gentile believers). Under the New Covenant, whether 
Jew or Gentile, all believers are members of the church and all are offered the New Covenant’s opportunities 
and privileges. Thus Peter addresses all believers in the same basic terms according to the character of the New 
Covenant promised to the houses of Judah and Israel (Jer 31:31). Remember that at the Jerusalem Council, 
when Peter defended the inclusion of the Gentiles in the New Covenant, he surprised the Jews by informing 
them: “we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we [Jews] shall be saved in the same manner 
as [the Gentiles]” (Ac 15:11). 

Purpose  
The main purpose of Peter’s letter to Christians scattered throughout Gentile nations is to encourage them as 
they suffer for Christ’s sake, reminding them of their upgeneration and inheritance (kept for them in Heaven). 
Peter encourages them to be submissive to whatever authority is over them and explains that, by doing so, they 
are following the example of Jesus Christ. If they suffer, they are blessed, and furthermore, they are not alone 
in their suffering because Christ and other believers have also suffered.  In fact, a believer who suffers for 
Christ should rejoice, because these fiery trials are for opportunities to share in Christ’s suffering. Such trials 
mature a believer, and in the future, those who endure these trials will share in Christ’s exaltation. Thus, as we 
suffer, we should entrust our souls to our heavenly Father, the faithful Creator who will judge everyone ac-
cording to his works.   
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Contents  
Peter addresses his letter to “chosen exiles, of the scattering in . . . Asia” (1:1), reminding them that God had 
foreknowledge of the circumstances in which they now find themselves, so He is not surprised by these things. 
Moreover, knowing that these things would happen, He incorporated their present circumstances into His 
plans. Even in their circumstances, the Father’s will for them is that they become holy with the help of the 
Holy Spirit and through obedience to the New Covenant Law of Jesus Christ (1:1-2). 

Peter reminds them of the promise of an improved life (“upgeneration,” 1:3), a hope provided to them by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This hope includes an inheritance which will never be destroyed and which is 
being kept in Heaven while they are being guarded by the power of God. However, before they can experience 
this exaltation, it is necessary that they suffer for a little while on this earth. The reason for these trials is to test 
their faith; such testing results in a believer’s maturity, which in turn will result in his praise, glory, and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, “obtaining the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls” (1:3-9). 

Peter explains that for their sake the prophets of old prophesied about this salvation. In fact, the Spirit of 
Christ witnessed beforehand through the prophets the suffering of Christ and the glories that would follow; 
even the angels are interested in examining these things (1:11-12). 

Believers should focus their hope and their activities on the “grace/favor” which will come to them when 
Christ returns. They should be children characterized by obedience. Knowing that God will judge everyone 
according to his works, a believer should sojourn on this earth in fear, having been redeemed from his former 
conduct and tradition by the valuable blood of Christ who was foreknown since the time of creation. A be-
liever must purify his “soul through obedience to the truth through the Spirit to an unhypocritical brotherly 
love” (1:22), since he has been upgenerated by incorruptible seed, that is, the word of God (the gospel spoken 
to him) which abides forever (1:13-25). 

Peter encourages them to lay aside the sin of the flesh, and (as babies) to desire the milk of God’s word so 
that they can grow up to salvation (2:1-3). They are to be God’s spiritual family (“house”), becoming “a holy 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Christ Jesus” (2:4-5). They are the new 
people of God: “a chosen family, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession” (2:9), that they 
might proclaim God’s praises (2:9-10).  

Peter begs them to abstain “from fleshly desires which wage war against the soul” (2:11) and to produce 
good so that others will “glorify God” (2:12).  They should honor all men, from the greatest king to the least 
brother (2:13-17). Servants are to be submissive to their masters, even if they are crooked. Peter asks: what re-
ward (“favor/grace”) is there for enduring deserved punishment? None. However, if, “when producing good 
and suffering, you take [affliction] patiently, this finds favor before God” (2:18-20).  

Essentially, Peter tells believers to be submissive to whatever authority is over them, even if it causes them 
to suffer, explaining that they are called to suffer even as Jesus Christ suffered, and that Christ has left a 
“written copy that you should follow in His steps” (2:21). Jesus did not retaliate when persecuted, but He en-
trusted Himself to God, who will judge all according to righteousness (2:21-25).  

In the same way, women should be submissive to their husbands, so that their conduct, without a word, 
can win those husbands who rebel against God’s word (the gospel). If these godly women conduct themselves 
in a meek and quiet way, being submissive to their husbands, they show themselves to be daughters of Sarah, 
producing good and not fearing judgment (3:1-6).  

Husbands should dwell with their wives “in an understanding way and bestowing honor on them,” consid-
ering that both of them are heirs of life, and also, so that the husband’s prayers will be received by God (3:7).  

Peter tells all believers to “have unity of mind,” loving one another, repaying blessing for blessing, perceiv-
ing that a believer is called to be a blessing, “so that [he] might inherit a blessing” (3:8-12). He states that be-
lievers should be “imitators of what is good. And if indeed you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are 
blessed” (3:13-14). Whenever a believer suffers, he should be ready to give a reason for his hope, knowing that 
it is better to suffer for producing good than to be one who is producing evil (3:15-17). 

Christ suffered once for our sins to reconcile us to God, making us alive by the Spirit (3:18-19). What is 
“now saving us? . . . a good conscience at the inquiry of God” (3:21).  

Therefore, a believer must follow Christ’s example and arm himself with the mind of Christ, “for the one 
who has suffered has ceased from sin” (4:1) and lives the rest of his days to please God (4:2-3).  As for those 
who are “speaking evil of you. They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead” (4:4-6). Let everything you do be done as unto God, in the strength which He supplies, for His glory 
(4:7-11). Peter tells his “beloved” sisters and brothers in Christ not to be surprised that they face “fiery trials,”  
but to rejoice, because to the same “degree that you are sharing in Christ’s sufferings,” when He comes again 
in glory, “you may also be rejoicing, even rejoicing exceedingly” (4:12-13). During these times, “you are blessed 
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for the Spirit of glory and of God has come to rest upon you” (4:14). So “if anyone suffers [for being] a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God by [wearing] that name [Christ]” (4:16).  

Know this: judgment will begin first with the house of God. If a righteous believer is saved only through 
difficulty, what will happen to the unrighteous believer, let alone to the unbeliever? “Therefore, let those who 
indeed are suffering according to the will of God in producing good entrust their souls to a faithful Crea-
tor” (4:17-19).  

Coming to the conclusion of his letter, Peter explains that, like some of them, he also is “a fellow elder and 
witness of Christ’s sufferings,” and he expects to share in Christ’s glory. He commands other elders to shep-
herd God’s flock, being willing and eager, but not as overlords or for money; instead, they should be examples, 
and if they are, they will be rewarded when Christ, the Chief Shepherd, returns (5:1-4).  Likewise, the younger 
men are to be humble and submissive to the elders of the church (5:5-7).  

Finally, Peter wants them to “withstand [the devil], steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings 
are maturing their brotherhood in the world,” so that God might “restore, establish, strengthen and set [them] 
on a firm foundation [in His house]” (5:8-11). Most importantly, he assures them that they are presently stand-
ing in the “true favor of God,” and admonishes them to continue to do so (5:12).  

Outline of 1 Peter 
Salutation to Exiles (1:1-2) 

I.  The Upgeneration of Salvation (1:3-2:10) 
   A.  Our living hope looks forward to an incorruptible inheritance (1:3-5) 
   B.  A little suffering tests a believer’s faith and saves his soul (1:6-9) 
   C.  The grace of salvation was ministered to us by the prophets (1:10-12) 
   D.  We should completely set our hope on the grace which Christ will bring (1:13-16) 
   E.  We should purify our souls by obedience to the truth (1:17-22) 
   F.   We are upgenerated by the incorruptible seed of God’s gospel (1:23-25) 
   G.  As babies, we should desire the milk of the word, that we might grow up to salvation (2:1-3) 
   H.  We should build ourselves, as living stones, into a spiritual house, God’s chosen family (2:4-10) 

II.  Conduct Which Glorifies God (2:11-3:12; 5:1-7) 
   A.  Everyone, as servants of God, submit to every ordinance of man; honor everyone (2:11-17) 
   B.  Servants, submit to your masters, even the crooked ones (2:18-25) 
   C.  Wives, submit to your husbands, even those rebelling against the word (3:1-6) 
   D.  Husbands, bestow honor on your wives, being heirs together with them (3:7) 
   E.  Everyone, have unity of mind and love the brethren (3:8-3:12) 

►III.  Suffering in the Will of God (3:13-4:19; 5:8-11) 
      A.  The righteous are blessed when they suffer for producing good (3:13-17) 
      B.  Christ, the Just, suffered once for sin and is now exalted in Heaven (3:18-20, 22)     
      C.  Having a good conscience before God is now saving the believer (3:21)     
      D.  Arm yourself with the same mind as Christ and live in the Spirit (4:1-10) 
      E.  To the same degree that you share in Christ’s suffering, you will be rejoicing (4:11-19) 

II. Conduct Which Glorifies God (continued, 5:1-7) 
   F.   Elders, shepherd the flock of God, becoming examples for them (5:1-4) 
   G.  Young men, humbly submit to the elders (5:5-7) 

I.  The Upgeneration of Salvation (continued, 5:8-11) 
    B’.  Be vigilant; the same sufferings are maturing your brothers around the world (5:8-9) 
    A’.  After a little suffering, God will restore, establish, strengthen, and set you on a firm foundation (5:10-11) 

Greetings from Babylon (5:12-14) 
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1 Peter 

1  Peter, an apostlea of Jesus Christ, to the chosenb exilesc 
of the scatteringd in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledgee of God the Father, 
through the sanctificationf of the Spirit, for obedienceg and 
sprinklingh of the blood of Jesus Christ: may gracei and peacej 
be multiplied to you. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercyk has 
upgeneratedl us to a livingm hopen through the resurrec-
tiono of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritancep 
which is  incorruptibleq and undefiledr and  unwithering,s 
being keptt in heaven for you, 5 the ones who are being  

1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ– 
Peter is describing his authority as a mes-
senger sent by Jesus Christ (Mt 10:1-2). 
He addresses the chosen exiles of the 
scattering in . . . Asia,  believers who are 
chosen to serve God under the New 
Covenant, just as the Israelites were 
God’s chosen people under the Old Cove-
nant. They are exiles from their homeland 
of Judea, and they are scattered 
(diaspora) throughout Asia Minor 
(modern-day Turkey). Although many 
Jews were already dispersed, living 
among the Gentiles because of previous 
captivities (Jn 7:35), many more Jewish 
Christians had recently been forced out of 
Judea because of the ongoing persecution 
from the Jewish leaders (Jas 1:1) and have 
joined churches made up of both Jewish 
and Gentile believers. Peter describes 
these NT believers with the same terms 
(chosen, exiles, diaspora) as were used to 
describe the Israelites in the OT to em-
phasize that they also are the people of 
God. (Note: this does not invalidate God’s 

yet to be fulfilled promises to the Jewish nation). Peter notes the 
involvement of all three members of the trinity as he describes the 
salvation of God’s people. Peter encourages them: their being chosen, 
exiled, and scattered are according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, meaning that God was not surprised by what had hap-
pened to them, but that He knew these events would happen (Jer 
31:27-28). (Do not confuse foreknowledge with foreordaining or 
predestination). These chosen exiles are set apart to serve God while 
on this earth through the sanctification of the Spirit, who is the 
sign of the New Covenant. In this state, a believer’s ministry has this 
purpose: obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling of [His] blood. 
Here, sprinkling of blood refers to the ratification of God’s New 
Covenant with His people (cf. Ex 24:8). Peter prays: may grace and 
peace be multiplied to you. His audience consists of believers who 
have already received the grace of God’s salvation and are recon-
ciled (have made peace) with God; however, his request is that these 
blessings (not flocks and gold) will become abundant in their lives.  

1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ– the 
word “blessed” (εὐλογητός) literally means that someone is “spoken 
well of.” Why should one speak well of God? Because, as the Source 
of salvation, according to His abundant mercy [He] has upgener-
ated us to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead. The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ opened the way for humanity to 
have “life” beyond death. Unbelievers 
will exist forever but theirs will be a state 
of dying; while believers, being upgener-
ated as new creatures, have had their 
existence upgraded to a state of living. 
This “hope of living” was not possible 
until Christ was raised from the dead.  
1:4 to an inheritance which is incor-
ruptible and undefiled and unwither-
ing, being kept in heaven for you– the 
living hope of a believer is not just ever-
lasting life on the New Earth, but an 
abundant life “filled full” (cf. Jn 15:11; 
1Jn 1:4) with rewards and an inheritance 
which cannot be taken away. When 
Christ returns, He will reward His ser-
vants. Either they “enter into His 
joy” (Mt 25:21, 23) or, conversely, they 
will be filled with grief and “ashamed 
before Him at His coming” (1Jn 2:28; cf. 
Mt 25:30; Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26; Heb 13:17). 

A triad of adjectives describes this in-
heritance. First, it is incorruptible, mean
-ing that, unlike the inheritance given to 
Adam and Eve, this future inheritance 
cannot be ruined by sin. Second, it is 
undefiled, meaning that this inheritance 
cannot be made ceremonially unclean; 
thus, it will always be suitable for wor-
shipping God. Third, it is unwithering, 
meaning that “its bloom will not fail” as 
it is forever connected to Christ, the true 
vine (Jn 15:1-11). Remember it is Christ, 
the elder brother, who shares His inheri-
tance with those who obey His com-
mandments (Isa 53:12; Heb 1:2; 2:5-18).  

This inheritance is being kept in 
heaven for you, which should remind us 
of Christ’s 10th Commandment to lay up 
treasure in Heaven (Mt 6:19-34). Why 
must this treasure be stored in Heaven? 
Only Heaven, specifically, the third 
heaven which is God’s dwelling place, 
will survive the destruction of the mate-
rial universe, specifically, this earth and 
the heavens which surround it (2Pe 3:7-
13; Rev 20:11; cf. Isa 65:17).  
 

5 1 Peter 1 To the Chosen Exiles of the Scattering 

Salutation (1:1-2)  

j  εἰρήνη –a state of tranquil-
ity, peace, harmony, good 
order, safety (Mt 10:13, 34; 
Mk 5:34; Lk 1:79; 2:14, 29; 
7:50; 8:48; 12:51; 19:38, 42; 
Jn 14:27; 16:33; Ac 7:26*; 
9:31; 10:36; 24:2; Rom 3:17; 
8:6; 10:15; 14:17, 19; 15:13; 
16:20; 1Co 7:15; 14:33; Eph 
2:15, 17; 4:3; 6:15, 23; Col 
3:15; Jas 3:18; 1Pe 1:2; 
3:11; 5:14; 2Pe 1:2; 3:14; Ju 
2) 

k ἔλεος –mercy, good-will, 
desire to relieve the afflicted 
(Mt 9:13; 12:7; 23:23; Lk 
1:54, 58, 72, 78; 10:37; Rom 
9:23; 11:31: 15:9; 6:16; Eph 
2:4: Heb 4:16; Jas 2:13; 
3:17; 1Pe 1:3; Jude 2, 21) 

l ἀναγεννάω  – lit. up + 
generate; [γεννάω  -to 
make offspring, family]  (1Pe 
1:3, 23) 

m  ζάω –to live, enjoy real life 
(Mt 4:4; 9:18; 16:16; 22:32; 
Lk 10: 28; Jn 4:10, 11, 50, 
51, 53; 5:25; 6:51, 57, 58, 
69; 7:38; 11:25, 26; 14;19; 
Rom 1:17; 6:2, 10, 11, 13; 
8:12, 13; 1Co 9:14; 1Th 3:8; 
2Tm 3:12; Heb 10:38; 1Pe 
1:3, 23; 2:4, 5, 24; 4:5, 6; 
1Jn 4:9)  

n ἐλπίς  –expectation, hope, 
fear (Acts 2:26; 16:19; 23:6; 
24:15; Rom 4:18; 5:2, 4, 5; 
8:20, 24; 12:12; 15:4, 13; 
1Co 9:10; 13:13; Gal 5:5; 
Eph 1:18; 2:12; 4:4; Col 1:5, 
23, 27; 1Th 1:3; 5:8; Ti 1:2; 
2:13; Heb 3:6; 6:11, 18; 
7:19; 10:23; 1Pe 1:3, 21; 
3:15; 1Jn 3:3) 

o  ἀνάστασις –a raising up, 
resurrection (Mt 22:23, 28, 
30, 31; Lk 2:34; 14:14; Jn 
5:29; 11:24, 25; 1Pe 1:3; 
3:21; Rev 20:5, 6)  

p κληρονομ ία  –property 
received by inheritance (Mt 
21:38; Lk 12:13; 20:14; Ac 
20:32; Gal 3:18; Eph 1:14, 
18; 5:5; Col 3:24; Heb 9:15; 
11:8; 1Pe 1:4) 

q  ἄφθαρτος  –incorruptible,  
indestructible (Rom 1:23; 
1Co 9:25; 15:52; 1Tm 1:17; 
1Pe 1:4, 23; 3:4)  

r  ἀμίαντος  –undefiled (Heb 
7:26; 13:4; Jas 1:27; 1Pe 
1:4; cf. μιαίνω, Jn 18:28; Ti 
1:15; Heb 12:15; Ju 8) 

s ἀμάραντος –unwithering, 
unfading (1Pe 1:4, cf.   
μαραίνω, Jas 1:11)  

t  τηρέω  –to guard, to keep 
(Mt 19:17; 23:3; 27:36. 54; 
28:4, 20; Mk 7:9; Jn 2:10; 
*:51, 52, 55; 9:16; 12:7; 
14:15, 21, 23, 24; 15:10, 20; 
17:6, 11, 12, 15; 1Pe 1:4, 
2Pet 2:4, 9, 17; 3:7; 1Jn 2:3, 
4, 5; 3:22, 24; 5:2, 3, 18; Ju 
1, 6, 13, 21)  

u φρουρέω –to guard, to 
protect by a military guard, 
(2Co 11:32; Gal 3:23; Phl 
4:7; 1Pe 1:5)  

v  δύναμις  –strength, power, 
ability (Mt 7:22; 11:20, 21, 
23; 13:54, 58; 14:2; 22:29; 
24:29, 30; 25:15; 26:64; Mk 
5:30; 91, 39; 12:24; 13:25, 
26; 14:62; 1Pe 1:5; 3:22 
2Pe 1:3, 16; 2:11)  
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 I.  The Upgeneration of Salvation (1:3-2:10) 

a ἀπόστολος  – a person 
sent forth with orders, a 
messenger; one sent forth 
by Christ (Mt 10:2; Mk 6:30; 
Lk 9:10; 11:49; 17:5; 22:14; 
24:10; Jn 13:16*; Ac 14:14; 
Rom 1:1; 11:13; 16:7; 2Co 
8:23; 11:13; Phl 2:25; Heb 
3:1; 1Pe 1:1; Rev 2:2) 

b  ἐκλεκτός –selected, cho-
sen (Mt 20:16; 22:14; 24:22, 
24, 31; Mk 13:20, 22, 27; Lk 
18:7; 23:35; Rom 8:33; 
16:13; Col 3:12; 1Tm 5:21; 
2Tm 2:10; Ti 1:1; 1Pe 1:2; 
2:4, 6, 9; 2Jn 1, 13; Rev 
17:14)  

c παρεπίδημος –one who 
comes to reside in a foreign 
country, an exile, a so-
journer (Heb 11:13; 1Pe 1:1;  
2:11) 

d διασπορά  –a scattering, 
dispersion (Jn 7:35; Jas 1:1; 
1Pe 1:1) 

e πρόγνωσις –forethought, 
foreknowledge (Ac 2:23;  
1Pe 1:2) 

f  ἁγιασμός –consecration, 
hol iness, sanc ti fication 
(Rom 6:19, 22; 1Co 1:30; 
1Th 4:3, 4, 7; 2Th 2:13, 15; 
Heb 12:14; 1Pe 1:2) 

g ὑπακοή  –hearing favora-
bly, obedience, compliance 
(Rom 1:5; 5:19; 6:16; 15:18; 
16:19, 26; 2Co 7:15; 10:5, 6; 
Phm 21; Heb 5:8; 1Pe 1:2, 
14, 22)  

h  ῥαντισμός  –a sprinkling 
(Heb 12:24; 1Pe 1:2) 

i  χάρις  –that which affords 
joy, pleasure, delight, good-
will, grace, favor; thanks, 
reward (Lk 1:30; 2:40, 52; 
4:22; 6:32, 33, 34; 17:9, Jn 
1:14, 16, 17; Ac 2:47;  4:33; 
7:10, 46; 11:23; 13:43; 14:3, 
26; 15:11, 40; 18:27; 20:24, 
32; 24:27; 25:3, 9; Rom 1:5, 
7; 3:24; 4:4, 16; 5:2, 15, 17, 
20, 21; 6:1, 14, 15, 17; 11:5, 
6; 12:3, 6; 15:15; 16:20, 24; 
1Co 15:10, 57; 16:3, 23; 
2Co 1:2, 12, 15;  2:14; 8:16, 
19; 9:15; 1Tm 1:2, 12, 14; 
Phm 3, 7, 25; 1Pe 1:2, 10, 
13; 2:19, 20; 3:7; 4:10; 5:5, 
10, 12; 2Pe 1:2; 3:18; Ju 4) 



being much more valuable than gold 
that will be destroyed– gold is accumu-
lated by men for its lasting value; how-
ever, one day all of it will be destroyed 
(2Pe 3:10-13). One’s belief in God is 
more valuable than gold, because it can 
last beyond the destruction of this earth 
and provide the believer with great re-
wards on the New Earth. 
yet being tested by fire, may be found 

to result in praise and glory and honor, 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ– after 
one’s belief in God is tested by fire, if he 
passes the test, the result will be praise 
and glory and honor when Christ returns 
and judges the works of believers (1Co 
3:9-15). The praise might be Christ’s 
commendation: “Well done good and 
faithful servant, you were faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler over 
many things, Enter into the joy of your 
lord” (Mt 25:21, 23). The glory might be 
that which Christ will share faithful be-
lievers (Jn 17:22; Rom 2:7; 8:18; 15:7; 
2Co 4:17; 2Th 2:14; 2Tm 2:10; Heb 2:10; 
1Pe 5:4, 10; 2Pe 1:3). The honor might 
be the privileges of entering, inheriting, 
and reigning in the Kingdom of God (Mt 
5:19-20; 25:21).  
1:8-9 whom not seeing you are loving, 
though at present you are not seeing 
Him– some of these believers, even 
though they have not seen Christ, yet they 
love Him and believe in Him, thus have a 
special blessing (Jn 20:29).  
you are rejoicing exceedingly to joy 

inexpressible and full of glory– such joy 
is connected to the appearing of Christ at 
His second coming. 
obtaining the end of your belief—the 

salvation of your souls– just like Abraham obtained God’s promises 
(Gen 22:15-18), if they obey His will, believers can also obtain 
God’s promises (Heb 10:35-39). The end . . . the salvation of your 
soul/[life] refers to a believer’s restoration to the abundant soul/life 
(Mt 16:24-27; Mk 8:34-38; Lk 9:23-26; Jn 10:10; 2Pe 1:11), origi-
nally intended for Adam and Eve, which mature believers living in 
the New Jerusalem will enjoy (Rev 21:7).  
1:10 Concerning this salvation the prophets, who prophesied of 
this grace for you, have searched and inquired diligently– this 
salvation was one of the main topics of interest for the OT prophets 
and is a central theme in Isaiah 40-66.  

guardeda by the powerb of God by means of beliefc for 
a salvationd ready to be revealede in the last time. 

6 In which you are rejoicing exceedingly,f though yet for 
a little while, if necessary, you are grieved by various trials,g  
7 in order that the testingh of your belief,c being much 
more valuablei than gold that will be destroyed,j yet being 
testedk by fire,  may be found to result in praisel and glory 
and honor,m at the revelationn of Jesus Christ, 8 whom not 
seeingo you are loving,p though at present you are not seeingq 
Him yet you are believing,r you are rejoicing exceedinglyf to 
joyss inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtainingt the endu 
of your belief 

c—the salvationd of your souls.  
10 Concerning this salvationd the prophets, who prophesied 

of this gracev for you, have searched and inquired diligently,  
11 inquiring what person or what manner of time, to which 

1:5 you, the ones who are being 
guarded by the power of God by means 
of belief– note the contrast between the 
treasure (inheritance) which is “kept” in 
Heaven’s storehouse and the ones who 
have laid up their treasure in Heaven 
having God’s military guard to protect 
them. These inheritors are guarded by 
means of belief where such belief results 
in a believer’s obedience to God’s will. 
They are guarded by the power of God, 
but this power is provided because of the 
believer’s belief (and obedience).  
for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time– the salvation which is not 
yet revealed is not the salvation from sin 
which a believer receives when he be-
lieves in Christ (justification by faith); 
this aspect of salvation is the rewards 
(earned through justification by works) 
filling a believer’s hope (see v. 3) of shar-
ing in the inheritance (see v. 4) of Christ 
when He returns to establish His kingdom 
(cf. Heb 9:28). Of course these rewards 
are contingent on a believer remaining 
faithful, steadfast to the end (1Pe 1:13). 
1:6-7 In which you are rejoicing ex-
ceedingly–  “rejoic ing exceed-
ingly” (jumping for joy) is what Christ 
told His disciples to do when others per-
secute them (Mt 5:11-12), and they did so 
when the Jewish leadership persecuted 
them, “rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer for His name” (Ac 5:41). 
Peter writes, “But be rejoicing, to the 
degree you are sharing in Christ’s suffer-
ings, in order that when His glory is re-
vealed, you may be rejoicing, even re-
joicing exceedingly” (1Pe 4:13).  
though yet for a little while, if neces-

sary, you are grieved by various trials– the affliction (trials) one 
faces while on this earth is short, but necessary, so that one can have 
everlasting joy on the New Earth. These trials might come from un-
believers (sometimes even from adversarial believers); however, God 
intends that these trials would mature the child of God so that he can 
obtain the rewards which God has promised.    
in order that the testing of your belief– sometimes, God allows 

conflict to test a believer’s belief. Abraham faces such a test when 
God commands him to sacrifice Isaac (Gen 22:1). Abraham passes 
God’s test and obtains the rewards which God had promised to give 
him (Gen 22:15-18). 

a φρουρέω –to guard, to 
protect by a military guard, 
(2Co 11:32; Gal 3:23; Phl 
4:7; 1Pe 1:5)  

b  δύναμις  –strength, power, 
ability (Mt 7:22; 11:20, 21, 
23; 13:54, 58; 14:2; 22:29; 
24:29, 30; 25:15; 26:64; Mk 
5:30; 91, 39; 12:24; 13:25, 
26; 14:62; 1Pe 1:5; 3:22 2Pe 
1:3, 16; 2:11)  

c πίστις –belief, think that 
something is true; faithful-
ness (Mt 8:10; 9:2, 22, 29; 
15:28; 17:20; 21:21; 23:23; 
Mk 2:5; 4:40; 5:34; 10:52; 
11:22; 1Pe 1:5, 7, 9, 21; 5:9; 
2Pe 1:1, 5; Ju 20) 

d  σωτηρία –salvation, deliv-
erance, rescue; future resto-
ration, inheritance, glory (Lk 
1:69, 71, 77; 19:9; Jn 4:22; 
Ac 4:12; 7:25; 13:26, 47; 
16:17; 27:34; Rom 1:16; 
10:1, 10; 11:11; 13:11; 2Cor 
1:6; 6:2; 7:10; Eph 1:13; Phl 
1:19, 28; 2:12; 1Th 5:8, 9; 
2Th 2:13; 2Tm 2:10; 3:15;  
Heb 1:14; 2:3, 10; 5:9; 6:9; 
9:28; 11:7; 1Pe 1:5, 9, 10; 
2:2; 2Pe 3:15; Ju 3; Rev 
7:10; 12:10; 19:1) 

e  ἀποκαλύπτω –to reveal, 
uncover, disclose, make 
manifest (Mt 10:26; 11:25, 
27; 16:17; Lk 2:35; 10:21, 
22; 12:2; 17:30 Rom 1:17, 
18; 8:18; 1Co 2:10; 3:13; 
Eph 3:5; 1Pe 1:5, 12; 5:1) 

f  ἀγαλλιάω –to exult, re-
joice exceedingly (Mt 5:12; 
Lk 1:47; 10:21; Jn 5:35; 
8:56; Ac 2:26; 16:34; 1Pe 
1:6, 8; 4:13; Rev 19:7) 

g πειρασμός –trials, tempta-
tions (Mt 6:13; 26:41; Mk 
14:38; Lk 4:13; 8:13; 11:4; 
22:28, 40, 46; Ac 20:19; 1Co 
10:13; Gal 4:14; 1Tm 6:9; 
Heb 3:8; Jas 1:2, 12; 1Pe  
1:6; 4:12; 2Pe 2:9; Rev 
3:10) 

h δοκίμιον –a test, proving 
(Jas 1:3; 1Pe 1:7) 

I  τίμιος –of great price, 
valuable, precious, honor-
able (Ac 5:34; 20:24; 1Co 
3:12; Heb 13:4; Jas 5:7; 1Pe 
1:7, 19; 2Pe 1:4; Rev 17:4; 
18:12, 16; 21:11, 19) 

j ἀπόλλυμι –to destroy, ruin, 
render useless (Mt 2:13; 
5:29, 30; 8:25; 9:17; 10:6, 
28, 39, 42; 1214; 15::24; 
16:25; 18:11, 14; 21:41; 
22:7; 26:52; 27:20 1Pe 1:7; 
2Pe 3:6, 9; Ju 5, 11)  

k  δοκιμάζω –to test, to 
approve (Lk 12:56; 14:19; 
Rom 1:28; 2:18; 12:2; 14:22; 
1Co 3:13; 11:28; 16:3; 2Co 
8:8, 22; 13:5; Gal 6:4; Eph 
5:10; Phl 1:10; 1Th 2:4; 
5:21; 1Tm 3:10; Heb 3:9; 
1Pe 1:7; 1Jn 4:1) 

6 1 Peter 1 Obtaining the End of Your Belief—the Salvation  
l ἔπαινος –praise, commen-

dation (Rom 2:29; 13:3; 1Co 
4:5; 2Co 8:18; Eph 1:6, 12, 
14; Phl 1:11; 4:8; 1Pe 1:7; 
2:14)  

m τιμή –price; honor, a valu-
able prize (Mt 27:6, 9; Jn 
4:44; Ac 4:34; 5:2, 3; 7:16; 
19:19; 28:10; Rom 2:7, 10; 
9:21; 12:10; 13:7; 1Co 6:20; 
7:23; 12:23, 24; Col 2:23; 
1Th 4:4; 1Tm 1:17; 5:17; 
6:1, 16; 2Tm 2:20, 21; Heb 
2:7, 9; 3:3; 5:4; 1Pe 1:7; 2:7; 
3:7; 2Pe 1:17; Rev 4:9, 11; 
5:12, 13; 7:12; 19:1; 21:24, 
26)  

n  ἀποκάλυψις –a laying 
bare; a revelation of the 
unknown, disclosure; an 
appearance (Lk 2:32; Rom 
2:5; 8:19; 16:25; 1Co 1:7; 
14:6, 26; 2Co 12:1, 7; Gal 
1:12; 2:2; Eph 1;17; 3:3; 2Th 
1:7;  1Pe 1:7, 13; 4:13; Rev 
1:1) 

o  εἴδω -to see, perceive, 
discern, know, find (Mt 2:2, 
9, 10, 11, 16; 3:7, 16; 4:16, 
18, 21; 5:1, 16; 6:8, 32; 
7:11; 1Pe 1:8, 18; 3:9, 10; 
5:9; 2Pe 1:12, 14; 2:9; Ju 5, 
10)  

p  ἀγαπάω –to love, have a 
preference for, wish well to 
(Mt 5:43, 44, 46; 6:24; 
19:19; 22:37, 39; Jn 3:16, 
19, 35; 8:42; 10:17; Rom 
8:28; 1Pe 1:8, 22; 2:17; 
3:10; 2Pe 2:15)  

q  ὁράω -to see with the eyes, 
to become acquainted by 
experience (Mt 8:4; 9:30; 
16:6; 18:10; 24:6; 1Pe 1:8)  

r  πιστεύω –to believe to be 
true; to entrust to someone 
(Mt 8:13; 9:28; 18:6; 21:22, 
25, 32; 24:23, 26; 27:42; Jn 
1:12, 50; 2:11, 22, 23, 24; 
3:12, 15, 16, 18, 36; 4:21, 
39, 41, 4, 48, 50, 53; 1Pe 
1:8, 21; 2:6, 7; Ju 5)  

s χαρά – j oy, gladness, (Mt 
2:10; 13:20, 44; 25:21, 23; 
28:8; Mk 4:16; Jn 3:29; 
15:11; 16:20, 21, 22, 24; 
17:13; Rom 15:13; 1Pe 1:8)  

t κομίζω –to carry [away for 
oneself], to obtain (Mt 25:27; 
Lk 7:37; 2Co 5:10; Eph 6:8; 
Col 3:25; Heb 10:36;  11:19, 
39; 1Pe 1:9; 5:4; 2Pe 2:13) 

u  τέλος – an end, finish, 
point of completion of act or 
state; a toll or custom (Mt 
10:22; 17:25; 24:6, 13, 14; 
26:58; Mk 3:26; 13:7, 13; Lk 
1:33: 18:5; 21: 9; 22:37; Jn 
13:1; Rom 6:21, 22; 10:4; 
13:7; 1Pe 1:9; 3:8; 4:7, 17; 
Rev 1:8; 2:26; 21:6; 22:13)  

v χάρις –that which affords 
joy, pleasure, delight, good-
will, grace, favor; thanks, 
reward (see p. 5)  
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1:11 inquiring what person or what 
manner of time, to which the Spirit of 
Christ who was in them was pointing 
when He witnessed beforehand of the 
sufferings of Christ and after these, the 
glories that would follow– these prophets 
wondered who would be the Messiah and 
when would He appear. Even without 
specific answers to these questions, these 
prophets foretold that Christ would suffer 
and that He would be glorified. The Spirit 
of Christ spoke through them (cf. 1Co 
10:4; 2Tm 3:16; 2Pe 1:21).  
1:12 To them it was revealed that they 
were ministering to us, and not to 
themselves– many OT prophecies, in-
cluding those concerning Christ, were 
given by God not only for the benefit of 
the prophet’s immediate audience, but 
also for future believers, especially NT 
believers. These prophecies often have 
both a near aspect which would soon be 
fulfilled and a far aspect which might not 
be fulfilled for a long time. However, 
from this statement we can also under-
stand that sometimes a particular OT 
prophecy might not have had a near as-
pect, that is, it was not understood (e.g., 
“what person or what manner of time” 
1Pe 1:11) by the prophet proclaiming it or 
by the audience which heard it. In these 
particular cases, the prophet’s ministry 
(διακονέω, Ac 6:2) of God’s word was 

specifically for the benefit of NT church believers.  
the things which now have been proclaimed to you through 

those preaching the gospel by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven– a 
work of the Holy Spirit, who was sent (ἀποστέλλω) from Heaven, is 
to help those who hear the word of God to understand it (Jn 14:26; 
1Co 2:9-13).  
things which angels desire to examine– angels are also interested 

in the drama of human salvation, desiring to “stoop down for a close, 
prolonged examination” of the details, and doing so, they learn of the 
“manifold wisdom of God” (Eph 3:10). Angels watched Jesus while 
He lived on Earth (1Tm 3:16). They rejoice when a “sinner re-
pents” (Lk 15:10), are ministers to “those who will inherit salva-
tion” (Heb 1:14), and will proclaim praises to Christ for His work of 

the Spirit of Christ who was in them was pointing when 
He witnessed beforehand of the sufferingsa of Christ and  
after these, the gloriesb that would follow.  12 To them it was 
revealedc that they were ministeringd to us, and not to them-
selves,  the things which now have been proclaimede to you 
through those preaching the gospelf by the Holy Spirit sent 
from heaven—things which angelsg desire to examine.h 

13 Therefore, gird upi the loinsj of your mind,k be self-
controlled,l hopem to the endn for the graceo that is to be 
brought to you at the revelationp of Jesus Christ.  14 As   
childrenq of obedience,r do not be conformings your-
selves to your former life according to your ignorantt       
desires,u   15 but just as He who calledv you is holy, become 
holy yourselves in all of your conduct,w  16 because it is writ-
ten, “Be holy, for I am holy.”x 

salvation (Rev 5:11-12).  Salvation is not 
made available for angels, only for “the 
seed of Abraham” (Heb 2:16). 
1:13 Therefore, gird up the loins of 
your mind, be self-controlled, hope to 
the end for the grace that is to be 
brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ– using a common ancient 
expression of gathering up one’s long 
robe in preparation for action, Peter en-
courages his audience to ready their 
minds for action, to be self-controlled, 
and to hope to the end for the grace 
that is to be brought to you when Christ 
returns. The grace which Christ will 
bring refers to the rewards, inheritance, 
and blessings in His future kingdom. The 
rewards which a believer will receive 
when Christ judges his works are contin-
gent on his being faithful to the end (cf. 
Mt 10:22; 24:13; Mk 13:13; 2Tm 2:11-
13; Heb 3:6, 14; 6:11; 1Pe 1:13; Rev 
2:26). A believer’s future inheritance is 
to provide motivation for him in his 
Christian life so that he will live a (holy) 
life, devoted to serving God (1Pe 1:13-
16), and be aware that his actions will be 
judged by God (1Pe 1:17-21).  
1:14 As children of obedience, not 
conforming yourselves to your former 
life according to your ignorant desires
– the phrase “children of obedience” describes how believers should 
be characterized by obedience. In Christ’s Great Commission, He 
commands His disciples to teach their disciples to keep His com-
mandments (Mt 28:16-20; cf. 1Jn 5:2-3). Thus, a believer must not 
allow his ignorant desires to control him or else they will conform 
him to be like the world.   
1:15-16 but just as He who called you is holy, become holy your-
selves in all of your conduct– God calls us to be His children and to 
serve Him in His kingdom. Since God is “holy,” (set apart from all 
other beings) we also should be holy (set apart/devoted to God and 
His purposes).   
because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy”– a quotation origi-

nally given in the context of keeping God’s commandments (Lev 
11:44-45; 19:2; 20:26; cf. Ex 22:31; Lev 20:7; Num 15:40). 

7 1 Peter 1 Hope for the Grace Which Christ Will Bring to You 
m  ἐλπίζω –to hope, to await 

with expectation; to trust (Mt 
12:21; Lk 6:34; 23:8; 24:21; 
Jn 5:45; Ac 24:26; 26:7; 
Rom 8:24, 25; 15:12, 24; 
1Co 13:7: 15:19; 16:7; 2Co 
1:10, 13; 5:11; 8:5: 13:6; Phl 
2:19, 23; Heb 11:1; 1Pe 
1:13; 3:5) 

n  τελείως –the end, perfectly, 
completely (1Pe 1:13) 

o  χάρις –that which affords 
joy, pleasure, delight, good-
will, grace, favor; thanks, 
reward (see p. 5)  

p ἀποκάλυψις –a laying 
bare; a revelation of the 
unknown, disclosure; an 
appearance (see p. 6)  

q τέκνον –offspring, child; 
metph., one who exhibit a 
trait or characteristic (Mt 
2:18; 3:9; 7:11; 9:2; 10:21; 
11:19; 15:26; 18:25; 19:29; 
Jn 1:12; 8:39; Gal 4:25, 27, 
28, 31; Eph 2:3; 5:1, 8: 6:1, 
4; Phl 2:15, 22; 1Pe 1:14; 
3:6; 2Pe 2:14) 

r  ὑπακοή  –lit., hearing and 
obeying; obedience, compli-
ance (Rom 1:5; 5:19; 6:16; 
15:18; 16:19, 26; 2Co 7:15; 
10:5, 6; Phm 21; Heb 5:8; 
1Pe 1:2, 14, 22)  

s συσχηματίζω –to form, 
conform, to fashion like a 
figure (Rom 12:2; 1Pe 1:14) 

t  ἄγνοια –ignorance (Acts 
3:17; 17:30; Eph 4:18; 1Pe 
1:14)  

u  ἐπιθυμία –desire, craving, 
longing (Mk 4:19; Lk 22:15; 
Jn 8:44; Rom 1:24; 6:12; 7:8; 
13:14; Gal 5:16, 24; Eph 
4:22; Phl 1:23; Col 3:5; 1Th 
2:17; 4:5; Jas 1:14, 15; 1Pe 
1:14; 2:11; 4:2, 3; 2Pe 2:10, 
18; 3:3; Ju 16, 18)  

v  καλέω  –to call, to invite; to 
call a name; to call to do 
something (Mt 1:21, 23, 25; 
2:7, 15, 23; 4:21; 5:9, 19; 
9:13; 10:25; 20:8; 21:13; 
22:3, 4, 8, 9, 43, 45; 23:7, 8, 
9, 10; 25:14; 27:8; Jas 2:23; 
1Pe 1:15; 2:9, 21; 3:6, 9; 
5:10; 2Pe 1:3) 

w  ἀναστροφή  –walk, man-
ner of life, conduct (Gal 1:13; 
Eph 4:22; 1Tm 4:12; Heb 
13:7; Jas 3:13; 1Pe 1:15, 18; 
2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; 2Pe 2:7; 
3:11)   

x  Leviticus 11:44-45 
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a  πάθημα –suffering, a state 
of affliction, passion (Rom 
7:5; 8:18; 2Co 1:5, 6, 7; Gal 
5:24; Phl 3:10; Col 1:24; 
2Tm 3:11; Heb 2:9, 10; 1Pe 
1:11; 4:13; 5:1, 9) 

b  δόξα –good opinion result-
ing in glory, honor (Mt 4:8; 
6:13, 29; 16:27; 19:28; 
24:30; 25:31; 1Pe 1:7, 11, 
21, 24; 4:11, 13, 14; 5:1, 4, 
10, 11; 2Pe 1:3, 17; 2:10; 
3:18; Ju 8, 24, 25) 

c ἀποκαλύπτω –to reveal, 
uncover, disclose, make 
manifest (see p. 6) 

d  διακονέω  –to serve, wait 
upon, minister (Mt 4:11; 
8:15; 20:28; 25:44; 27:55; 
Jn 12:2, 26; Ac 6:2; 19:22; 
Rom 15:25; 2Co 3:3; 8:19, 
20; 1Tm 3:10, 13; 2Tm 1:18; 
Phm 13; Heb 6:10; 1Pe 
1:12; 4:10, 11)  

e  ἀναγγέλλω  –to proclaim, 
to make a announcement 
(Mk 5:14, 19; Jn 4:25; 5:15; 
16:13, 14, 15, 25; Ac 14:27; 
15:4; 16:38; 19:18; 20:20, 
27; Rom 15:21; 2Co 7:7; 
1Pe 1:12; 1Jn 1:5) 

f   εὐαγγελίζω  –to bring 
good news, preach the 
gospel (Mt 11:5; Lk 1:19; 
2:10; 3:18; 4:18, 43; 7:22; 
8:1; 9:6; 16:16; 20:1; Ac 
5:42; 8:4, 12, 25, 35, 40; 
10:36; 11:20; 13:32; 14:7, 
15, 21; 15:35; 16:10; 17:18; 
Rom 1:15; 1Pe 1:12, 25; 
4:6)  

g ἄγγελος  –messengers, 
angels (Mt 1:20, 24; 2:13, 
19; 4:6, 11; 1Pe 1:12; 3:22; 
2Pe 2:4, 11; Ju 6)  

h  παρακύπτω –to stoop in 
order to examine something 
(Lk 24:12; Jn 20:5, 11; Jas 
1:25; 1Pe 1:12) 

i ἀναζώννυμι –to gird up, 
metaph., to be prepared 
(1Pe 1:13) 

j  ὀσφῦς –the hip, loins (Mt 
3:4; Mk 1:6; Lk 12:35; Ac 
2:30; Eph 6:14; Heb 7:5, 10; 
1Pe 1:13)  

k διάνοια –mind and its 
thoughts, feelings, and 
understandings (Mt 22:37; 
Mk 12:30; Lk 1:51; 10:27; 
Eph 1:18; 2:3; 4:18; Col 
1:21; Heb 8:10; 10:16 1Pe 
1:13; 2Pe 3:1; 1Jn 5:20) 

l νήφω  – sober, calm, tem-
perate, collected in spirit, in 
selfcontrol (1Th 5:6, 8; 2Tm 
4:5; 1Pe 1:13; 4:7; 5:8) 



17 And if you are callinga on the Father, the One who without 
partialityb judgesc according to each one’s work,d conducte 
the time of your sojourningf in fear;g 18 having perceivedh 
that you were not redeemedi with corruptiblej things, like  
silver or gold, away from your futilek conductl received by 
tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the valuablem blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemishn and without spot;o      
20 who indeed, having been foreknownp before the founda-
tionq of the world, but was manifested in the last times 
for your sake,  21 the ones believing through Him in God, 
who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so 
that your belief and hoper might be in God. 22 Having      
purifieds your souls by obediencet to the truthu through the 
Spirit to an unhypocriticalv brotherly love,w lovex one an-
other ferventlyy with a purez heart,aa  23 since you are being 

1:17 And if you are calling on the Fa-
ther, the One who without partiality 
judges according to each one’s work– 
Peter answers the question of why a be-
liever’s life should be different from an 
unbeliever’s life. As God calls us to be 
His children (1:14-16), we can call God 
our Father. Judgment is certain for both 
believer and unbeliever (1Pe 4:17-19; cf. 
Rom 2:6, 16; 1Co 3:9-15; 2Co 5:10). 
God’s children are to do the work pre-
pared for them: “For we are His work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10).    
conduct the time of your sojourning in 
fear– during a believer’s time on this 
earth, he must prepare for the world to 
come. After this life is over each person 
will stand before God for judgment (Heb 
9:27). Thus Jesus warned His disciples: 
“Do not fear those who can kill the body 
but are not able to kill the soul. But fear 
Him who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in Gehenna” (Mt 10:28; cf Heb 4:1; 
13:6; 1Pe 3:6, 14; 1Jn 4:18). Believers do 
not need to fear punishment if they are 
walking in the Spirit (Rom 8:1). Jesus 
explained to His disciples that their good 
works were meant to cause men to glorify 
God (Mt 5:16). Jesus told His disciples to 
lay up their treasure in heaven where it 
cannot be destroyed  (Mt 6:19-21). A 
believer can gain his life in the next world 
only if he loses his life in this world (Mt 
10:38-39; 16:24-27). Only those believers 
who become true disciples (Jn 8:31-32) 
and serve Christ in this life will “inherit” 
everlasting life (Mt 19:16-24, 29; Mk 
10:17-31; Lk 18:18-30). In any case, 
nothing can separate a child of God from 
His love (Jn 10:28-30; Rom 8:38-39). 
1:18-19 having perceived that you were 

not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, away 
from your futile conduct received by tradition from your fathers
– the price Jesus paid on the cross was not monetary (silver or gold); 
Christ paid with [His] valuable blood.  Of the many things a be-
liever might value, the blood of Christ should be near the top of the 
list and silver and gold should be near the bottom.  Another thing 
which should be near the bottom is your futile conduct received by 

tradition from your fathers, through 
which no one can please God. Whether 
Peter was speaking of the tradition of 
the Jews in observance of the Old Cove-
nant or of the tradition of the Greeks and 
their philosophers, both are futile 
(worthless) in comparison to that which 
Christ bought for them. 
as of a lamb without blemish and 

without spot– Jesus is “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the 
world” (Jn 1:29). Jesus Christ fulfills the 
Scriptures requiring the sacrifice of a 
lamb without spot or blemish (beginning 
in Gen 3:21 and later in the Passover 
lamb).  
1:20 who indeed, having been fore-
known before the foundation of the 
world– unfortunately many translators 
want to change God’s foreknowledge 
into predestination.  In the context, Peter 
is encouraging these believers who are 
suffering, that God foreknew that these 
things would happen to them, just as He 
foreknew that Christ would suffer. 
These events are not surprising to God, 
and on the day of judgment, God will 
likewise remember their suffering and 
reward them accordingly.  
1:21 the ones believing through Him 
in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your 
belief and hope might be in God– our 
belief and hope is in God, that He will 
keep His promises to us, just as He 
raised Jesus from the dead.  
1:22 Having purified your souls by 
obedience of the truth through the 
Spirit to an unhypocritical brotherly 
love, love one another fervently with a 
pure heart– this is not referring to a 
believer’s conversion (justification by 
faith) but to his obedience to the truth 
and purification of his soul/life 
(justification by works). For a believer 
to purify his soul/life (cf. 1Pe 1:2, obe-
dience and sprinkling referring to 
Christ’s New Covenant), he must obey the Law of Christ (the truth, 
Jn 1:17), walk in the Spirit, and love one another. Those who do so 
will have a pure heart and will “see God” (Mt 5:8).    

a  ἐπικαλέω  –to put a name 
upon, surname; to be 
named after; to charge with 
a crime; to call for help (Mt 
10:3; Lk 22:3; Ac 1:23; 2:21; 
7:59; 9:14, 21; 15:17; 22:16; 
25:11, 12, 21, 25; Rom 
10:12, 13, 14; 1Cor 1:2; Jas 
2:7; 1Pe 1:17)  

b  ἀπροσωπολήμπτως  –
without respect of persons 
(1Pe 1:17)  

c  κρίνω –to separate, to 
approve, to judge, to dispute 
(Mt 5:40; 7:1, 2; 19:28; Lk 
6:37; 7:43; 12:57; 19:22; 
22:30; Jn 3:17, 18; 5:22, 30; 
7:24, 51; 8:15, 16, 26, 50; 
12:47, 48; 1Pe 1:17; 2:23; 
4:5, 6)  

d ἔργον –business, work,  
employment (Mt 5:16; 11:2; 
23:3, 5; 26:10; Mk 13:34; Jn 
3:19, 20, 21;  4:34;  5:20, 36;  
6:28, 29; 1Pe 1:17; 2:12 
2Pe 2:8; 3:10; 1Jn 3:8, 12, 
18; 2Jn 11; 3Jn 10; Rev 2:2, 
5, 6, 9, 13, 19, 22, 23, 26; 
3:1, 2, 8, 15; 20:12, 13; 
22:12) 

e ἀναστρέφω  –to overthrow, 
to live (and dwell), to con-
duct one’s self (Mt 17:22;  
Jn 2:15; Ac 5:22; 15:16; 2Co 
1:12; Eph 2:3; 1Tm 3:15; 
Heb 10:33; 13:18; 1Pe 1:17; 
2Pet 2:18)  

f παροικία   –dwelling in a 
strange land, to sojourn (Ac 
13:17; 1Pe 1:17) 

g φόβος –fear, dread, terror 
(Mt 14:26; 28:4, 8; Mk 4:41; 
Lk 1:12, 65; 2:9; 5:26; 7:16; 
8:37; 21:26; Jn 7:13; 19:38; 
20:19; Ac 5:11; 9:31; 19:17; 
Rom 3:18; 1Co 2:3; 2Co 
5:11; 7:1, 5, 11, 15; Eph 
5:21; 6:5; Phl 2:12; 1Pe 
1:17; 2:18; 3:2, 14, 15; 1Jn 
4:18)  

h  εἴδω –to  see, to perceive 
(Mt 2:2, 9, 10, 11, 16; 5:1, 
16; 6:8, 32; 7;11; Jn 1:26, 
31, 33, 39, 46, 47, 48, 50; 
1Pe 1:8, 18; 3:9, 10; 5:9; 
2Pe 1:12, 14; 2:9; 1Jn 2:11, 
20, 21, 29; 3:1, 2, 5, 14, 15; 
5:13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20; 3Jn 
12, 14)  

i  λυτρόω –to redeem, to 
release on payment of a 
ransom, (Lk 24:21; Titus 
2:14; 1Pe 1:18)  

j  φθαρτός –corruptible, 
perishable  (Rom 1:33; 1Co 
9:25; 15:53, 54; 1Pe 1:18, 
23)  

k μάταιος –devoid of force, 
result; useless (Ac 14:15; 
1Co 3:20; 15:17; Ti 3:9; Jas 
1:26; 1Pe 1:18) 

l    ἀναστροφή  –walk, man-
ner of life, conduct (Gal 
1:13; Eph 4:22; 1Tm 4:12; 
Heb 13:7; Jas 3:13; 1Pe 
1:15, 18; 2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; 
2Pe 2:7; 3:11)  
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m  τίμιος –of great price, 

valuable, precious, honor-
able (Ac 5:34; 20:24; 1Co 
3:12; Heb 13:4; Jas 5:7; 1Pe 
1:7, 19; 2Pe 1:4; Rev 17:4; 
18:12, 16; 21:11, 19) 

n  ἄμωμος –without blemish 
(Eph 1:4; 5:27; Col 1:22; 
Heb 9:14; 1Pe 1:19; Ju 24; 
Rev 14:5) 

o  ἄσπιλος   –spotless (1Tm 
6:14; Jas 1:27; 1Pe 1:19; 
2Pet 3:14) 

p  προγινώσκω  –to know 
beforehand (Ac 26:5; Rom 
8:29; 11:2; 1Pe 1:20; 3:17) 

q καταβολή –something 
thrown or laid down, a foun-
dation (Mt 13;35; 25:34; Lk 
11:50; Jn 17:24; Eph 1:4; 
Heb 4:3; 9:26; 11:11; 1Pe 
1:20; Rev 13:8; 17:8) 

r ἐλπίς  – expectation, hope, 
fear (see  p. 7) 

s  ἁγνίζω –to purify, make 
ceremonially clean (Jn 
11:35; Ac 21:24, 26; 24:18; 
Jas 4:8; 1Pe 1:22; 1Jn 3:3)  

t  ὑπακοή   –lit., hearing and 
obeying; obedience, compli-
ance (Rom 1:5; 5:19; 6:16; 
15:18; 16:19, 26; 2Co 7:15; 
10:5, 6; Phm 21; Heb 5:8; 
1Pe 1:2, 14, 22)  

u  ἀλήθεια –truth, what is true 
(Mt 22:16; Mk 5:33; 12:14, 
32; Lk 20:21; 22:59; Jn 1:14, 
17; 3:21; 4:23, 24; 5:33; 
8:32, 40, 44, 45, 46; 14:6, 
17; 15:26; 16:7, 13; 17:17, 
19; 18:37, 38; Rom 1:18, 25; 
2:2, 8, 20; 1Co 13:6; 2Co 
4:2; Gal 5:7; Eph 1:13; Jas 
1:18; 3:14; 5:19; 1Pe 1:22; 
2Pet 1:12; 2:2) 

v ἀνυπόκρι τος  – without 
hypocrisy (Rom 12:9; 2Co 
6:6; 1Tm 1:5; 2Tm 1:5;Jas 
3:17; 1Pe 1:22) 

w  φιλαδελφία –brotherly 
love  (Rom 12:10; 1Th 4:9; 
Heb 13:1; 1Pe 1:22; 2Pe 
1:7)  

x   ἀγαπάω –to love, have a 
preference for, wish well to 
(Mt 5:43, 44, 46; 6:24; 19:19; 
22:37, 39; Mk 10:21; Lk 7:5, 
42. 47; Jn 3:16, 19, 35; 8:42; 
10:17; 11:5; 12:43;13:1, 23, 
34; 14:15, 21, 23, 24, 28, 31; 
15?:9, 12, 17, 23, 24, 26; 
19:26; 21:7, 15, 16, 20; Rom 
8:28; Heb 12:6; 1Jn 2:10, 15; 
3:10, 11, 14, 18, 23; 4:7, 8, 
10, 11, 12, 19, 20, 21; 5:1, 2; 
2Jn 1, 5; 3Jn 1; Rev 3:9)  

y  ἐκτ ενῶς    – fervently, 
earnestly (1Pe 1:22) 

z  καθαρός  –pure, clean (Mt 
5:8; 23:26; 27:59; Lk 11:41; 
Jn 13:10, 11; 15:3; Acts 
18:6; 20:26; Jas 1:27; 1Pe 
1:22)  

aa  καρδία  –heart; the center 
of one’s life, will (Mt 5:28; 
6:21; 9:4; 11:29; 2:34, 35, 
40; 13:15, 19; 15:8, 19; 
18:35; 22:37; 24:48; 1Pe 
1:22; 3:4, 15; 2Pe 1:19; 
2:14)  
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upgenerated,a not of corruptibleb seedc but of incorruptible 
seed,c through the wordd of God which livese and abidesf for-
ever,  24 because 

All flesh is as grass, 
And all man's glory is as a flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
And its flower falls away, 
25 But the spoken wordg of the Lord enduresf forever.h 

Now this spoken wordg is the gospeli which was preached to 
you.  
2   Therefore, laying asidej all malice,k and all deceit,l and 
hypocrisy,m and envy,n and all defamation,o 2 as newly-
generatedp babies,q desirer the reasonables unalteredt milk,u 
that by it you may grow upv thereby to salvation,w 3 if indeed 
you have tastedx that the Lord is gracious.y 

hypocrisy, and to love one another fer-
vently with a pure heart (1Pe 1:22). 
First, Peter tells them to strip off the old 
sinful garments they have been wearing 
(1Pe 2:1). Second, he describes them as 
new-born babies and encourages them 
to desire the pure milk of the Lord’s 
word so that they can grow up to salva-
tion (1Pe 2:2-3). Third, he describes 
their opportunity as living stones in 
God’s house (1Pe 2:4-8). Finally, he 
reminds them that, under the New 
Covenant, they are God’s chosen peo-
ple, a royal priesthood (1Pe 2:9-10).  
2:2 as newly-generated babies, desire 
the reasonable unaltered milk, that 
by it you may grow up to salvation–  a 
believer begins as a new-born babe in 
God’s family. As any baby desires milk, 
a believer should desire God’s word, 
that is, the law of Christ (“first princi-
ples of the oracles of God,” Heb 5:12; 
“the word of righteousness,” Heb 5:13; 
“the elementary principles of Christ,” 
Heb 6:1). The idea that a believer must 
grow up to salvation describes the 
development of spiritual maturity (from 
baby, to child, to young man, to father; 
1Jn 2:12-14; cf. Heb 12:5-10). The 
word “salvation” in the NT is not limited to the concept of justifica-
tion by faith; often it refers to the aspect of the believer’s rewards and 
inheritance in the Kingdom of God. Only mature believers who have 
passed God’s testing will inherit in the kingdom of God; believers 
who rebel against God, like the Israelites tested in the wilderness, 
will not inherit rest in God’s kingdom (Heb 3:7-4:13; cf. 12:3-11). 
2:3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious– an allu-
sion to Psalm 34:8, “Oh taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed 
is the man who trusts in Him.” Peter seems to have written this epis-
tle after meditating on this Psalm. This is not a question of whether 
or not someone is a child of God (a baby does not eat/nurse before 
childbirth), but whether or not a believer is glorifying God with his 
life and mouth (Ps 34:1-3); whether a believer is seeking the Lord (Ps 
34:4-7); whether a believer is fearing the Lord (Ps 34:8-11); whether 
a believer is producing righteousness (Ps 34:12-16); if so, God will 
deliver him, and he will not be condemned (Ps 34:17-22). The NT 
believer who wants to please God will obey the Law of Christ and, 
doing so, he will produce righteousness (cf. 1Jn 2:29; 3:3, 7-8, 22; 
5:1-3). Believers who keep the New Covenant Law will receive the 
blessings (“good”) promised by the New Covenant (Mt 5:3-12). 
 

1:23-25 since you are being upgener-
ated, not of corruptible seed but of in-
corruptible seed, through the word of 
God which lives and abides forever– 
having become a new creation, the be-
liever is in the process of being upgener-
ated (upgraded), an active process of 
growth which begins with his conversion, 
when he receives the incorruptible seed 
of the word of God (Mk 4:14; Lk 8:11). 
Peter says that this process continues its 
growth and transformation through the 
word of God. The word of God itself is 
vital, living and abiding forever. 
All flesh is as grass . . . the spoken word 
of the Lord endures forever– a quota-
tion from Isaiah, specifically, from the 
second half of the book (the “Book of 
Comfort,” ch. 40-66) which is intended to 
comfort the oppressed Israelites after they 
are exiled. Peter applies these passages to 
Christian exiles (1Pe 1:1-2). This quota-
tion is from the Septuagint, which empha-
sizes the spoken word (ῥῆμα) of God; 
however, Peter changes the emphasis to 
the spoken word of the Lord (κύριος). 
Jesus is God (the Son), and He is the Lord 
(κύριος) Christ.  
1:25 the spoken word of the Lord en-
dures forever. Now this spoken word is 
the gospel being preached to you– the 

spoken word (ῥῆμα) of the Lord Jesus Christ, recorded in the Gos-
pels, is intended to upgenerate (transform) the life of a believer. Peter 
declares that this spoken word is the gospel being preached to you. 
The disciples of Christ have the power of the spoken word of God 
on their lips whenever they preach the Gospel, a message which 
gives believers life and will abide forever.  John makes a similar 
statement in his prologue to First John: “That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen, that which 
with our eyes we have looked upon and with our hands we have han-
dled, concerning the Word of life—the life was manifested, and we 
have seen and are witnessing and are reporting to you that eternal life 
which was with the Father and was manifested to us. . . . And this is 
the promise which we have heard from Him” (1Jn 1:1-5). 
2:1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, and all deceit, and hypoc-
risy, and envy, and all defamation– Based upon his statements 
concerning the living, abiding, and transforming (“upgenerating”) 
spoken word of the Lord, Peter commands believers to stop commit-
ting these sins and to become mature Christians. These sins are con-
trary to the commands to obey the truth, to love the brethren without 

a ἀναγεννάω  (Pres Pass) –
lit. up + generate; [γεννάω  
-to make offspring, family]  
(1Pe 1:3, 23) 

b  φθαρτός  – corruptible, 
perishable (Rom 1:23; 1Co 
9:25; 15:53, 54; 1Pe 1:18, 
23) 

c  σπορά  –seed (1Pe 1:18) 
d  λόγος –a word, command; 

discourse; doctrine; reason
[ing] (Mt 5:32, 37; 7:24, 26, 
28; 8:8, 16; 10:14; 12:32, 
36, 37; 13:19, 20, 21, 22, 
23; 18:23; 19:1, 11, 22; 
21:24; 22:15, 46; 24:35; 
25:19; 26:1, 44; 28:15; Jn 
1:1, 14; 1Pe 1:23; 2:8;3:1, 
15; 4:5; 2Pe 1:19; 2:3; 3:5, 
7; 1Jn 1:1, 10; 2:5, 7)  

e ζάω –to live, breathe; to 
enjoy real life (Mt 4:4; 9:18; 
16:16; 22:32; 26:63; 27:63; 
Jn 4:10, 11, 50, 51, 53; 
5:25; 6:51, 57, 58,; 6:69; 
7:38; 11:25, 26; 14:19; 1Pe 
1:3,23; 2:4, 5, 24; 4:5, 6) 

f  μένω  –to abide, remain, 
continue (Mt 10:11; 11:23; 
26:38; 1Pe 1:23, 25) 

g  ῥῆμα  –spoken word, 
utterance from a living voice 
(Mt 4:4; 5:11; 12:36; 18:16; 
26:75; 27:14; Lk 1:37, 38, 
65; 2:15, 17, 19, 29, 50, 51; 
3:2; 4:4; 1Pe 1:25; 2Pe 3:2; 
Ju 17; Rev 17:17) 

h  Isa 40:6-8 
i  εὐαγγελίζω (Aor Pass) –

to bring good news, preach 
the gospel (Mt 11:5; Lk 1:19; 
2:10; 3:18; 4:18, 43; 7:22; 
8:1; 9:6; 16:16; 20:1; Acts 
5:42; 8:4, 12, 25, 35, 40; 
10:36; 11:20; 13:32; 14:7, 
15, 21; 15:35; 16:10; 17:18; 
Rom 1:15; 1Pe 1:12, 25; 
4:6)  

j  ἀποτίθημι   –to put off or 
lay aside (Ac 7:58; Rom 
13:12; Eph  4:22, 25; Col 
3:8; Heb 12:1; Jas 1:21; 1Pe 
2:1)  

k κακία  –malice, wicked-
ness, evil (Mt 6:34; Ac 8:22; 
Rom 1:29; 1Co 5:8; 14:20; 
Eph 4:31; Col 3:8; Ti 3:3; 
Jas 1:21; 1Pe 2:1, 16) 

l δόλος  –craf t , deceit, 
gui le (Mt 26:4; Mk 7:22; 
14:1; Jn 1:47; Ac 13:10; 
Rom 1:29; 2Co 12:16; 1Th 
2:3; 1Pe 2:1, 22; 3:10; Rev 
14:5)  
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m ὑπόκρισις  –an answer; the 

acting of a stage player; 
hypocracy (Mt 23:28: Mk 
12:15; Lk 12:1; Gal 2:13; 1Tm 
4:2; Jas 5:12; 1Pe 2:1)  

n φθόνος  –envy, jealousy (Mt 
27:18; Mk 15:10; Rom 1:29; 
Gal 5:21; Phl 1:15; 1Tm 6:4; 
Ti 3:3; Jas 4:5; 1Pe 2:1) 

o καταλαλιά  –defamation, 
evil speaking (2Cor 12:20; 
1Pe 2:1) 

p ἀρτιγέννητος  –newly born 
(1Pe 2:2) 

q βρέφος  –infant, baby (Lk 
1:41, 44; 2:12, 16; 18:15; Ac 
7:19; 2Tm 3:15 1Pe 2:2)  

r  ἐπιποθέω  –to long for, 
desire (Rom 1:11; 2Co 5:2; 
9:14; Phl 1:8; 2:26; 1Th 3:6; 
2Tm 1:4; Jas 4:5; 1Pe 2:2) 

s  λογικός –rational, agreeable 
to reason (Rom 12:1: 1Pe  
2:2)  

t ἄδολος –unaltered, honest, 
not deceiving, guileless (1Pe 
2:2)  

u γάλα  –milk (1Co 3:2; 9:7; 
Heb 5:12, 13; 1Pe 2:2) 

v αὐξάνω   –to grow, to in-
crease, become greater (Mt 
6:28; 13:32; Mk 4:8; Lk 1:80; 
2:40; 12:27; 13:19; Jn 3:30; 
Ac 6:7; 7:17; 12:24; 19:20; 
1Co 3:6, 7; 2Co 9:10 10: 15; 
Eph 2:21; 4:15; Col 1:10; 
2:19; 1Pe 2:2; 2Pe 3:18) 

w   σωτηρία –salvation, deliv-
erance, rescue; future resto-
ration, inheritance, glory (Lk 
1:69, 71, 77; 19:9; Jn 4:22; 
Ac 4:12; 7:25; 13:26, 47; 
16:17; 27:34; Rom 1:16; 10:1, 
10; 11:11; 13:11; 2Co 1:6; 
6:2; 7:10; Eph 1:13; Phl 1:19, 
28; 2:12; 1Th 5:8, 9; 2Th 
2:13; 2Tm 2:10; 3:15;  Heb 
1:14; 2:3, 10; 5:9; 6:9; 9:28; 
11:7; 1Pe 1:5, 9, 10; 2:2; 2Pe 
3:15; Ju 3; Rev 7:10; 12:10; 
19:1) 

x γεύομαι    –to taste 
food, to eat (Mt 16:28; 
27:34; Mk 9:1; Lk 9:27; 14:24; 
Jn 2:9; 8:52 Ac 10:10; 20:11; 
23:14; Col 2:21; Heb 2:9; 6:4, 
5; 1Pe 2:3)  

y χρηστός –f it ,  useful , 
good, vi rtuous (Mt 11:30; 
Lk 5:39; 6:35; Rom 2:4; 1Co 
15:33; Eph 4:32; 1Pe 2:3)  
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4 Coming to Him, a livinga stone,b indeed having been 
disapprovedc by men yet chosend and valuede before God,  
5 also you, as livinga stones,b buildf yourselves up into a 
spiritualg house,h to be a holyi priesthoodj to offer up 
spiritualg sacrificesk acceptablel to God through Jesus Christ.  
6  Therefore it is also contained in Scripture, 

Behold, I laym in Zion a stone,b 
A cornerstone,n chosend and valued,e 
And the one believingo on Him will by no means be put to shame.p 
7 Therefore, to you who are believingo is the honorq but to 

those refusing to believe:r the stoneb which the buildersf dis-
approvedc has become heads of the corner,t  8 and 

A stoneb of stumbling,u  
And a rockv of offense.w 
Even to those who stumblex at the word,y who refused to 

believe,r into which they also were laid.m 

2:4-5 Coming to Him, a living stone, 
indeed having been disapproved by 
men yet chosen and valued before God
– believers are to come to Christ: “I 
sought the Lord” (Ps 34:4); “come to 
Him” (Ps 34:5 LXX); “Those who seek the 
Lord shall not lack any good thing” Ps 
34:8; cf. Mt 6:33). Even though the lead-
ers of the Jews and of this world, have 
rejected God’s Messiah, God has chosen 
(approved of) Him and He is greatly val-
ued (honored) before God. Paul also 
describes Christ as the living “spiritual 
rock” (πέτρα, v.8) “the Rock of salva-
tion” whose presence is with His people 
(e.g., with the Israelites in the wilderness, 
1Co 10:4; cf. Dt 32:4, 15, 18, 30, 31; 1Sa 
2:2; 2Sa 22:2, 3, 32, 47; 23:3; Ps 18:2, 31, 
46; 28:1; 31:2, 3; 42:9; 61:2; 62:2, 6, 7; 
71:3; 78:35; 89:26; 92:15; 94:22; 95:1; 
Isa 8:14; 17:10; Mt 7:24, 25). Peter is 
making this comparison: just as God’s 
scattered people are suffering affliction, 
Christ also suffered, being rejected by the 
Jewish leaders. Although the world might 
view Christ as a rejected, crucified, dead 
man, believers know that God approved 
of Jesus Christ and raised Him from the 
dead to be the Great King whose kingdom 
and dominion will be everlasting (Dan 
2:34-35, 44-45; cf. 7:13-14, 27). Christ 
has promised to share His inheritance 
with those faithful believers who endure 
to the end (2Tm 2:11-13). Therefore, Paul 

tells Timothy: “be diligent to present yourself to God as one ap-
proved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth” (2Tm 2:15); [similar to dividing beef according to 
its proper cuts (i.e., steaks, ribs, etc.)]. 
Coming to Him . . . also you, as living stones, build yourselves up 

into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ– Peter remem-
bered very well Christ’s prophecy that He would build His church 
(Mt 16:18). Christ is the foundation; His Apostles are foundation 
stones; and we are to be built into His house, heeding this warning: 
“If anyone defiles the house of God, God will ruin him” (1Co 3:9-17; 
cf. Eph 2:19-22; Rev 21:14; also 2Co 7:2). Unfortunately, some ig-
nore these admonitions and teach that being built into God’s house is 
automatic when someone believes in Christ, but Peter (and other NT 
writers) places much of the responsibility for a believer’s maturity on 

the believer himself: “laying aside [these 
sins] . . . desire the reasonable unaltered 
milk, that by it you may grow up to sal-
vation. . .  coming to Him . . . build 
yourselves up into a spiritual 
house” (1Pe 2:1-5; cf. Mt 7:24-25; Heb 
3:1-6). 
to be a holy priesthood to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ– in this dispensa-
tion, all believers are under the New 
Covenant; therefore, all are supposed to 
obey God’s Covenant commands and are 
offered a place in God’s house. Like the 
Israelites under the Old Covenant, all 
NT believers are to serve God as priests.  
However, they are not offering ritual 
sacrifices (of beasts), but living sacri-
fices (Rom 12:1-2) and sacrifices from 
their lips as they confess Christ’s name 
to others (Heb 13:15). 
2:6 Behold, I lay in Zion a stone, A 
cornerstone, chosen and valued, And 
the one believing on Him will by no 
means be put to shame– quoting Isaiah 
28:16 (cf. Rom 9:33). One can imagine 
the great expense and expertise required 
to quarry, move, and set the cornerstone 
(69’ x 13’ x 12’) of the temple in Jerusa-
lem, but here Isaiah is referring to God’s 
Messiah, “a tried stone, a precious stone, 
a sure foundation.” Peter demonstrates 
the value of a good translation: “the one 
believing in Him will by no means be 
put to shame” which is referring to 
one’s judgment before God (cf. Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26; Rom 9:33; 10:11; 
1Pe 3:16; 4:16-19; 1Jn 2:28-29; 3:18-23; 4:17).  
2:7 Therefore, to you who are believing is the honor; but to those 
refusing to believe– the verb believing is present and continuous 
(like 1 John 1:3-4 stresses the importance of remaining in fellowship 
with the Father so that one’s joy might be filled full). Conversely, 
those refusing to believe continue in willful rebellion against God 
and His purposes (cf. Heb 3:18; 11:31).   
2:8 Even to those who stumble at the word, who refused to be-
lieve, into which they also were laid– quotation from Isaiah 8:14. 
God foreknew that these would be offended and refuse to believe 
(cf. Ac 2:23; Rom 11:7-11, 19-24, 28-32). Some say either they were 
appointed to be the builders (who disapproved of Christ) or to stum-
ble if they refused to believe. It might be better to understand that 

a  ζάω –to live, breathe; to 
enjoy real life (Mt 4:4; 9:18; 
16:16; 22:32; 26:63; 27:63; 
Jn 4:10, 11, 50, 51, 53; 
5:25; 6:51, 57, 58,; 6:69; 
7:38; 11:25, 26; 14:19; 1Pe 
1:3,23; 2:4, 5, 24; 4:5, 6) 

b  λίθος  –a stone (Mt 3:9; 
4:3, 6; 7:9; 21:42, 44; 24:2; 
27:60, 66; 28:2; Mk 12:10; 
Lk 20:17, 18; Ac 4;11; 
17:29; 9:32, 33; 1Co 3:12; 
2Co 3:7; 1Pe 2:4, 5, 6, 7, 8) 

c ἀποδοκιμάζω  –to disap-
prove, reject (Mt 21:42; Mk 
8:31; 12:10; Lk 9:22; 17:25; 
20:17; Heb 12:17; 1Pe 2:4, 
7) 

d ἐκλεκτός –selected, cho-
sen (Mt 20:16; 22:14; 24:22. 
24. 31; Mk 13:20, 22, 27; Lk 
18:7; 23:35; Rom 8:33; 
16:13; Col 3:12; 1Tm 5:21; 
2Tm 2:10; Ti 1:1; 1Pe 1:2; 
2:4, 6, 9; 2Jn 1, 13; Rev 
17:14)  

e  ἔντιμος –held in honor, 
valued, precious (Lk 7:2; 
14:8; Phl 2:29;  1Pe 2:4, 6)  

f οἰκοδομέω   –to build a 
house, rebuild (Mt 7:24, 26; 
16:18; 21:33, 42; 23:29; 
26:61; 27:40; Mk 12:1,10; 
14:58; 15:29; Ac 9:31; 1Co 
8:1, 10; 10:23; 14:4, 17; Gal 
2:18; 1Th 5:11; 1Pe 2:5, 7) 

g πνευματικός  – relating to 
the human spirit or the 
divine spirit; wind or breath 
(Rom 1:11; 7:14; 15:27; 1Co 
2:13, 15; 3:1; 9:11; 10:3, 4; 
12:1; 14:1, 37; 15:44, 46; 
Gal 6:1; Eph 1:3; 5:19, 6:12; 
Col 1:9; 3:16; 1Pe 2:5)  

h οἶκος   –a house, dwelling 
place; persons of a house 
(Mt 9:6, 7; 10:6; 11:8; 12:4, 
44; 15:24; 21:13; 23:38; Ac 
16:15, 31, 34; Heb 3:2, 3, 4, 
5, 6; 8:8, 10; 10:21; 11:7; 
1Pe 2:5; 4:17) 

i ἅγιος   –(adj) holy [one], 
set apart [for God] (Mt 1:18, 
20; 3:11; 4:5; 7:6; Jn 1:33; 
Ac 1:8, 16; Rom 12:1, 13; 
15:13, 16, 25, 26, 31; Col 
1:2, 4, 12, 22, 26; 3:12; 1Pe 
1:12, 15, 16; 2:5, 9; 3:5; 2Pe 
1:18, 21; 2:21; 3:2, 11) 

j   ἱεράτευμα  –priesthood, 
office of a priest (1Pe 2:5, 9) 

k  θυσία –a sacrifice, victim 
(Mt 9:13; 12:7; Mk 9:49; 
12:33; Phl 2:17; 4:18; Heb 
5:1; 7:27; 8:3; 9:9, 23, 26; 
10:1, 5, 8, 11, 12, 26; 11:4; 
13:15, 16; 1Pe 2:5)  

l εὐπρόσδεκτος –well re-
ceived, acceptable (Rom 
15:16, 31; 2Co 6:2; 8:12; 
1Pe 2:5)  
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m τίθημι  –to set, place, lay 

down, to appoint (Mt 5:15; 
12:18; 14:3; 22:44; 24:51;  
Ac 1:7; 2:35; 3:2; 4:3, 35, 37; 
5:2, 4, 15, 18, 25; 7:16; 
13:47; 19:21; 27:12; Rom 
9:33; 1Th 5:9; 1Tm 1:12; 2:7; 
2Tm 1:11; Heb 1:2, 13; 1Pe 
2:6, 8; 2Pe 2:6; 1Jn 3:16) 

n ἀκρογωνιαῖος  –chief 
corner (Eph 2:20; 1Pe 2:6)  

o  πιστεύω  –to believe to be 
true; to entrust to someone 
(Mt 8:13; 9:28; 18:6; 21:22, 
25, 32; 24:23, 26; 27:42; Jn 
1:12, 50; 2:11, 22, 23, 24; 
3:12, 15, 16, 18, 36; 4:21, 
39, 41, 4, 48, 50, 53; 1Pe 
1:8, 21; 2:6, 7; Ju 5)  

p  καταισχύνω –to  dishonor, 
disgrace; to put to shame (Lk 
13:17; Rom 5:5; 9:33; 10:11; 
1Co 1:27; 11:4, 5, 22; 2Co 
7:14; 9:4; 1Pe 2:6; 3:16)    

q τιμή  –price; honor, valuable 
prize (Mt 27:6, 9; Jn 4:44; Ac 
4:34; 5:2-3; 7:16; 19:19; 
28:10; Rom 2:7, 10; 9:21; 
12:10; 13:7; 1Co 6:20; 7:23; 
12:23, 24; Col 2:23; 1Th 4:4; 
1Tm 1:17; 5:17; 6:1, 16; 2Tm 
2:20, 21; Heb 2:7, 9; 3:3; 5:4; 
1Pe 1:7; 2:7; 3:7; 2Pe 1:17; 
Rev 4:9, 11; 5:12, 13; 7:12; 
19:1; 21:24, 26)  

r ἀπειθέω  –unwilling to be 
persuaded (believe and/or 
obey), being stubborn, rebel-
lious (Jn 3:36; Ac 14:2; 17:5; 
19:9; Rom 2:8; 10:21; 11:30, 
31; 15:31; Heb 3:18; 11:31; 
1Pe 2:7, 8; 3:1, 20; 4:17) 

s   κεφαλή   –the head; 
metaph., chief, leader (Mt 
5:36; 6:17; 8:20; 10:30; Lk 
12:9; 22:57; Jn 1:20; 18:27, 
27; Ac 3:13, 14; 7:35; 2Tm 
2:12, 13; Ti 1:16; 2Pe 2:1; 
1Jn 2:22, 23; Rev 3:8) 

t  Psalm 118:22 
u πρόσκομμα   –a stumbling 

block, an obstacle in the way 
(Rom 9:32, 33; 14:13, 20; 
1Co 8:9; 1Pe 2:8)  

v πέτρα  –a rock, cliff, ledge 
(Mt 7:24, 25; 16:18; 27:51, 
60: Mk 15:46; 6:48; 8:6, 13; 
Rom 9:33; 1Co 10:4; 1Pe 
2:8; Rev 6:15, 16) 

w  σκάνδαλον   –a trap; an 
offense; a scandal  (Mt 
13:41; 16:23; 18:7; Lk 17:1; 
Rom 9:33; 11:9; 14:13; 
16:17; 1Co 1:23; Gal 5:11; 
1Pe 2:8; 1Jn 2:10; Rev 2:14)  

x προσκόπτω  –to strike/cut 
against; to stumble (Mt 4:6; 
7:27; Lk 4:11; Jn 11:9, 10; 
Rom 9:32; 14:21; 1Pe 2:8) 

y λόγος   –a word, command; 
discourse; doctrine; reason
[ing] (see p.9)  
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9 But you are a chosena family,b a royalc priesthood, a holy 
nation,d a purchasede people,f that you may proclaimg the 
praisesh of Him who calledi you out of darknessj into His 
marvelousk light;l   10 who once were not a peoplef but are 
now the peoplef of God; who had not been shown mercy,m 
but now are being shown mercy.m 

11 Beloved, I am beggingn you as strangerso and exiles,p be 
abstainingq from fleshlyr desiress which wage-wart against the 
soul,  12 keeping your conductu goodv among the Gentiles,d so 
that when they speak againstw you as evil-producers,x they 
may, by observingy your good works, glorify God in the day 
of visitation.z 

those who stumble are laid outside of 
God’s house (cf. Ac 7:16). 
2:9 But you are a chosen family, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased 
people– in contrast to those Israelites who 
are willfully disobedient, these phrases 
describe God’s people who obey Him (Ex 
19:5-6; Dt 4:20; 7:6; Isa 43:20-21). Why 
is this phrase used? Because obedient NT 
believers are the church/family/house of 
God which Christ is building in this dis-
pensation (Mt 16:18; Heb 3:1-6). The 
word chosen makes clear that NT believ-
ers are under God’s New Covenant, simi-
lar to the Israelites being under the Old 
Covenant. NT believers have a responsi-
bility to be a royal priesthood just like 
the Israelites had this responsibility under 
the Old Covenant. They are royal because 
they are in the family of the King of 
Kings. They are holy because they are to 
be set apart, devoted to serve God. The 
word nation presents a surprising twist: 
no longer are only Hebrew descendants 
included in God’s family. This is a mys-
tery not revealed in the OT that the Gen-
tiles are also included in the New Cove-
nant (Eph 2:11-18; 3:1-12; 4:1-6; 17-24; 
5:1-2; 8-13). 

that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light– confession of 
Christ’s name (His virtues/praises, work, 

and death on the cross) is the sacrifice of praise which is pleasing to 
God (Heb 13:15). Telling others “Jesus is the Christ” is necessary to 
have fellowship with God both now and in the Kingdom of God (Mt 
10:32-33; Lk 12:8; Rev 3:5; cf. Jn 9:22; 12:42). Living in 
“darkness” (Mt 4:16) describes the Gentiles who were naturally 
strangers to God’s Covenant and thus were alienated from God’s 
family (i.e., would not live in God’s Kingdom/house, Eph 2:12). 
Walking in “darkness” also describes servants of God who are fail-
ing to serve Him (1Jn 1:6), eventually resulting in their being cast 
outside into the darkness (i.e., Mt 8:12; 25:30; cf. 6:22-23; 22:13).  
2:10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God; 
who had not been shown mercy, but now are being shown mercy
– alluding to Hosea 1:6, 9-10, and 2:23 which Paul quotes in Romans 
9:24-26. Remember the names of Hosea’s three children: Jezreel 
(“God will sow” the Israelites among the Gentiles), Lo-Ruhamah 
(“No compassion” for Israel), Lo-Ammi (Israel is “Not my people”). 
In Romans 10, Paul explains there is no longer a distinction between 
Jew and Gentile: when either believes in Christ, each experiences 
God’s covenant loyalty (mercy, [hesed]) under the New Covenant 
(Rom 10:12-13). Concerning the Gentiles who are now included in 
the people [family] of God, Paul explains God’s purpose for includ-
ing them: “I will provoke [the Jews] to jealousy by those who are not 

a  ἐκλεκτός –selected, cho-
sen (Mt 20:16; 22:14; 24:22. 
24. 31; Mk 13:20, 22, 27; Lk 
18:7; 23:35; Rom 8:33; 
16:13; Col 3:12; 1Tm 5:21; 
2Tm 2:10; Ti 1:1; 1Pe 1:2; 
2:4, 6, 9; 2Jn 1, 13; Rev 
17:14)  

b γένος –kindred, family, 
offspring, tribe, kind (Mt 
13:47; 17:21; Mk 7:26; 9:29; 
Ac 4:6, 36; 7:19; 13:26; 
17:28, 29; 18:2, 24; 1Co 
12:10, 28; 14:10; 1Pet2:9) 

c βασίλειος –royal, kingly 
(Lk 7:25; 1Pe 2:9) 

d  ἔθνος  –tribe, nation, multi-
tude; Gentile (Mt 4:15; 6:32; 
10:5, 18; 12:18, 21; 20:19, 
25; 28:19 1Pe 2:9, 12; 4:3)  

e  περιποίησις –an obtain-
ing, a possession (Eph 1:14; 
1Th 5:9; 2Tm 2:14; Heb 
10:39; 1Pe 2:9) 

f  λαός –people, tribe (Mt 
1:21; 2:4, 6; 4:16, 23; 1Pe 
2:9, 10; 2Pe 2:1; Ju 5) 

g  ἐξαγγέλλω –to declare or 
tell out a message (1Pe 2:9) 

h ἀρετή –virtue, excellence 
(Phl 4:8; 1Pe 2:9; 2Pe 1:3, 
5) 

i καλέω –to call, to invite; to 
call a name; to call to do 
something (Mt 1:21, 23, 25; 
2:7, 15, 23; 4:21; 5:9, 19; 
9:13; 10:25; 20:8; 21:13; 
22:3, 4, 8, 9, 43, 45; 23:7, 8, 
9, 10; 25:14; 27:8; Jas 2:23; 
1Pe 1:15; 2:9, 21; 3:6, 9; 
5:10; 2Pe 1:3) 

j  σκότος –darkness (Mt 
4:16; 6:23; 8:12; 22:13; 
25:30; 27:45; Lk 1:79; Jn 
3:19; 1Pe 2:9, 17; 1Jn 1:6; 
Ju 13) 

k  θαυμαστός  –marvelous, 
wonderful (Mt 21:42; Mk 
12:11; Jn 9:30; 2Co 11:14; 
1Pe 2:9; Rev 15:1, 3) 

l φῶς –light [bearer] (Mt 
4:16; 5:14, 16; 6:23; 10:27; 
17:2; Mk 14:54; Jn 1:4, 5, 7, 
8, 9; 3:19, 20, 21; 1Pe 2:9; 
1Jn 1:5, 7; 2:8, 9, 10) 

m ἐλεέω  –to show mercy (Mt 
5:7; 9:27; 15:22; 17:15; 
18:33; 20:30, 31; Mk 5:19;  
1Pe 2:10; Ju 22) 

a nation; I will move [the Jews] to anger 
by a foolish nation” (Rom 10:19; Dt 
32:21). This new nation full of “foolish” 
Gentiles refers to the church which 
Christ is now building. Peter uses these 
quotations to show these believers living 
in Asia Minor that God is fulfilling His 
plan and prophecies even while they are 
scattered among the nations. 

2:11 Beloved, I am begging you as 
strangers and exiles, be abstaining 
from fleshly desires which wage-war 
against the soul– Peter is trying to en-
courage these believers by begging them 
to flee from youthful fleshly desires (cf. 
2Tm 2:22). These fleshly desires arise 
from the sin which has permeated the 
material universe ever since Adam 
sinned (cf. Rom 7:21-23). Paul explains 
that the sin within his flesh causes him to 
sin when he does not want to sin and, at 
times, he does not even know he is sin-
ning (Rom 7:14-20). The war is between 
the fleshly desires and the believer’s 
soul/life (ψυχή), referring to the life 
which God intends for a believer. 
2:12 keeping your conduct good 
among the Gentiles, so that when they 
speak against you as evil-producers, they may, by observing your 
good works, glorify God in the day of visitation– Peter is recalling 
Christ’s admonition when He handed down the New Covenant (Mt 5
-7) to His disciples: “let your light so shine before men that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Mt 5:16). 
Peter assumes that unbelievers will slander them, as ones who pro-
duce evil (evil-producers). Peter generally refers to unbelievers as 
Gentiles because of the biblical generality that unbelievers are Gen-
tiles and believers are God’s people. This generality is sometimes 
used to support the mistaken idea that the church has replaced Israel. 
A better understanding is based on James’ application of Amos’ 
prophecy concerning rebuilding the fallen tents of David (Am 9:11; 
Ac 15:16).  Instead of the church replacing the nation of Israel, Gen-
tiles who believe are replacing Israelites who became unfaithful (cf. 
Rom 11), who broke God’s Covenant and were scattered among the 
Gentiles (see Jezreel in note for 1Pet 2:10). Under the Old Covenant, 
being scattered among the nations was judgment on unfaithful Israel-
ites; however, under the New Covenant, being scattered is not judg-
ment, but is according to the foreknowledge of God (1Pe 1:1-2) to 
fulfill His purpose that they might be light and salt in the world. The 
phrase in the day of visitation refers to Christ’s (Second) Coming 
(cf. Lk 19:44). 
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II.  Conduct Which Glorifies God 
(2:11-3:12; 5:1-7) 

n παρακαλέω –lit., to call to 
one’s side; to beseech, to 
comfort, encourage (Mt 2:18; 
5:4; 8:5, 31, 34; 14:36; 
18:29, 32; 26:53; 1Pe 2:11; 
5:1, 12; Ju 3) 

o πάρ οικος  –one who live 
in a land w/o citizenship, a 
stranger  (Ac 7:7, 29; Eph 
2:19; 1Pe 2:11) 

p  παρεπίδημος –one who 
comes from a foreign land, 
an exile (Heb 11:13; 1Pe 
1:1;  2:11) 

q ἀπέχομαι – to hold oneself 
off, refrain, abstain (Acts 
15:20, 29; 1Th 4:3; 5:22; 
1Tm 4:3; 1Pe 2:11)  

r σαρκικός –fleshly, carnal
(Rom 7:14; 15:27; 1Co 3:1, 
3, 4; 9:11; 2Co 1:12; 10:4; 
Heb 7:16; 1Pe 2:11) 

s  ἐπιθυμία –desire, craving, 
longing (Mk 4:19; Lk 22:15; 
Jn 8:44; Rom 1:24; 6:12; 7:8; 
13:14; Gal 5:16, 24; Eph 
4:22; Phl 1:23; Col 3:5; 1Th 
2:17; 4:5; Jas 1:14,15; 1Pe 
1:14; 2:11; 4:2, 3; 2Pe 2:10, 
18; 3:3; Ju 16, 18)  

t στρατεύω  –to war, fight  
(Lk 3:14; 1Co 9:7; 2Co 10:3; 
1Tm 1:18; 2Tm 2:4; Jas 4:1; 
1Pe 2:11) 

u ἀναστροφή –walk, manner 
of life, conduct (Gal 1:13; 
Eph 4:22; 1Tim 4:12; Heb 
13:7; Jas 3:13; 1Pe 1:15, 18; 
2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; 2Pe 2:7; 
3:11)  

v καλός   –good, beautiful, 
excellent, useful (Mt 3:10; 
5:16; 7:17, 18, 19; 12:33; 
13:8; 23, 24, 27, 37, 38, 45, 
48; 15:26; Titus 2:7, 14; 38, 
14; Jas 2:7; 3:13; 4:17; 1Pe 
2:12; 4:10) 

w καταλαλέω  – to speak 
against, to slander (Jas 4:11; 
1Pe 2:12; 3:16)  

x κακοποιός  –one who 
produces evil (Jn 18:30; 1Pe 
2:12, 14; 3:16; 4:15)  

y ἐποπτεύω    –to oversee, 
watch, behold (1Pe 2:12; 
3:2)  

z ἐπισκοπή  – vis i t at ion,  
overs ight  (Lk 19:44; Ac 
1:20; 1Tm 3:1; 1Pe 2:12)  



13 Therefore submita yourselves to every ordinanceb of man 
for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as superior,c   14 or to 
governors, as being sent by Him for the punishmentd of evil-
producerse and for the praisef of good-producers.g  15 For this 
is the willh of God, that by producing goodi you may muzzlej 
the ignorancek of foolishl men— 16 as freem persons, yet not 
using libertyn as a cloako for malice,p but as slavesq of God.          
17 Honorr everyone: loves the brotherhood; feart God; honorr 
the king. 

18 House servants,u be submissivea with all feart to your 
masters, not only to the goodv and gentle,w but also to the 
crooked.x  19 For this finds favor,y if because of consciencez 
toward God one enduresaa griefs,ab sufferingac unjustly.ad     

2:13-14 Therefore submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord’s 
sake, whether to the king as superior, 
or to governors– believers are to submit 
to civil authorities (i.e., ordinance), even 
though these are “creations” of sinful 
men. Paul also says, “Let every person 
submit to the superior authorities, for 
there is no authority except that which is 
assigned by God” (Rom 13:1). The King 
is understood to be the supreme authority 
in his kingdom, whereas the governor has 
been appointed to execute the will of the 
king. Even though all authority has God 
as its source, John explains that this world 
system and all its trappings are not from 
God because, since the fall, the world 
came under the influence of Satan and has 
developed in a ungodly direction (1Jn 
2:16; cf. Jn 12:31; 14:30; 1Jn 5:19). For 
the Lord’s sake every believer should 
submit to these authorities and their ordi-
nances just as one might suffer persecu-
tion for His sake (cf. Mt 5:11-12).  

as being sent by Him for the punish-
ment of evil-producers and for the 
praise of good-producers– God stated 
His purpose for the authority which He 
granted to man at creation: to subdue and 
have dominion over the earth and every-
thing in it, (Gen 1:26-28); and then after 
the Great Flood extended authority to 
human government to punish those who 
destroy human life (Gen 9:5-6). Peter says 
that this purpose has not changed: every-
one should understand the function of 
government officials is to punish those 
who produce evil and to praise those 
who produce good (cf. Rom 13:4).   
2:15 For this is the will of God– the will 
of God is not always carried out by His 
creatures. Satan led other angels into re-

bellion against God. Adam disobeyed God’s command in the Garden 
of Eden. The Israelites failed to obey the first time God commanded 
them to enter into the Promised Land. Peter is about to present the 
will (desire) of God for these believers scattered in Asia. 
that by producing good you may muzzle the ignorance of foolish 

men– if these believers obey God’s will by producing good (works)
which glorify their Father in Heaven (Mt 5:16), it can result in a 
muzzle being placed on the ignorance of men who are lacking in 
understanding (foolish). In this specific case, Peter is talking about  
believers being persecuted by vicious individuals: by doing good 
works they might place a muzzle on their persecutors.    

2:16 as free persons, yet not using lib-
erty as a cloak for malice, but as slaves 
of God– this idea of a “free man” is that 
one has liberty (license) to do what is 
pleasing to himself. Jesus describes the 
freedom available to His disciples (Jn 
8:31-36). Here, Peter describes free per-
sons now having liberty to do malicious 
things. In Galatians, Paul describes be-
lievers’ new-found freedom from the law 
and he confronts Peter’s hypocrisy: “If 
you being a Jew, live in the manner of 
Gentiles, why do you compel Gentiles to 
live as Jews?” (Gal 2:14). In Romans, 
Paul addresses this important question 
concerning freedom: whether, since we 
are free from sin, we should “continue in 
sin, that grace may abound?” (Rom 6:1; 
cf. 6:6-7). He replies, “Certainly not!” 
and then explains that NT believers are 
dead to the Law of Moses and are free to 
be married to Christ; therefore, “we 
should bear fruit to God” and “should 
serve in the newness of the Spirit” (Rom 
7:3-6; cf. 6:15-19).  
2:17 Honor everyone: love the brother-
hood; fear God; honor the king– God 
does not show preference according to 
one’s rank; therefore, a believer should 
give respect to every man (image of God) 
and love fellow believers. Notice the 
contrast: “fear God; honor the king” (cf. 
Mt 10:28). 
2:18 House servants, be submissive 
with all fear to your masters, not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the 
crooked– even if their master is unjust, in 
the fear of God a believers should serve 
the authority of his household faithfully, 
respectfully, and loyally.  
2:19 For this finds favor, if because of 
conscience toward God one endures 
griefs, suffering unjustly– notice how 
Peter explains the believer’s motivation:  
finding favor (grace) with God. Although God’s grace freely brings 
salvation to those who believe in Christ (Eph 2:8-9) after coming to 
salvation, a believer is to seek to please God and obtain His prom-
ises, as did the saints listed in Hebrews 11 (cf. Heb 10:35-39). “For 
you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of 
God, you may obtain the promise” (Heb 10:36). Peter tells his audi-
ence that their actions, when they suffer unjustly and endure such 
hardships, bring God’s favor to them, however, a believer must do 
these actions conscientiously in service to God. Faith produces en-
durance, and endurance produces maturity (Jas 1:2-4). 

a   ὑποτάσσω –to arrange 
under, to submit, subordi-
nate, yield (Lk 2:51; 10:17, 
20; Rom 8:7, 20; 10:3; 13:1, 
5; 1Co 14:32, 34; 15:27, 28; 
16:16; Jas 4:7; 1Pe 2:13, 
18; 3:1, 5, 22; 5:5) 

b κτίσις –the act of estab-
lishing, creating; an ordi-
nance, institution (Mk 10:6; 
13:19; 16:15; Rom 1:20, 25; 
8:19, 20, 21, 22, 39; 2Co 
5:17; Heb 9:11; 1Pe 2:13; 
2Pe 3:4) 

c  ὑπερέχω –to have hold 
over [another], to rise 
above, to be superior (Rom 
13:1; Phl 2:3; 3:8; 4:7; 1Pe 
2:13) 

d  ἐκδίκησις  –to meet out 
justice; to avenge, vindicate 
(Lk 18:7, 8; 21:22: Ac 7:24; 
Rom 12:19; 2Co 7:11; 2Th 
1:8; Heb 10:30; 1Pe 2:14) 

e  κακοποιός –adj., one who 
produces evil (Jn 18:30; 1Pe 
2:12, 14; 3:16; 4:15)  

f ἔπαινος  –praise, commen-
dation (Rom 2:29; 13:3; 1Co 
4:5; 2Co 8:18; Eph 1:6, 12, 
14; Phl 1:11; 4:8; 1Pe 1:7; 
2:14)  

g ἀγαθοποιός –adj., one 
who produces good (1Pe 
2:14) 

h  θέλημα  -one’s desires, 
wishes, will, purpose (Mt 
6:10; 7:21; 12:50; 18:14; 
21:31; 26:42;  Mk 3:35; Lk 
11:2; 12:47; 22:42; Jn 1:13; 
4:34; 5:30; 6:38, 39, 40; 
7:17; 9:31; Ac 13:22; Rom 
12:2; Heb 10:36; 1Pe 2:15; 
3:17; 4:2, 3, 19; 2Pe 1:21; 

1Jn 5:14; Rev 4:11)  
i  ἀγαθοποιέω  –to produce 

good (Mk 3:4; Lk 6:9, 33, 
35; Ac 14:17; 1Pe 2:15, 20; 
3:6, 17; 3Jn 11) 

j φιμόω  –to close the mouth 
with a muzzle; to silence (Mt  
22:12, 34; Mk 1:25; 4:39; Lk 
4:35; 1Co 9:9; 1Tm 5:18; 
1Pe 2:15) 

k ἀγνωσία  –not knowing, 
ignorance (1Co 13:34; 1Pe  
2:15)  

l ἄφρων  –negation of the 
reins of one’s heart, under-
standing: mindless, foolish, 
without understanding (Lk 
11:40; 12:20; Rom 2:20; 
1Co 15:36; 2Co 11:16, 19; 
12:6, 11; Eph 5:17; 1Pe 
2:15) 

m ἐλεύθερος –freeborn, freed 
slave; one who is at liberty 
do as he pleases (Mt 17:26; 
Jn 8:33, 36; Rom 6:20; 7:3; 
1Cor 7:21, 22, 39; 9:1, 19; 
12:13; Gal 3:28; 4:22, 23, 
26, 30, 31; Eph 6:8; Col 
3:11; 1Pe 2:16; Rev 6:15; 
13:16; 19:18) 

12 Submit to Every Ordinance for the Lord’s Sake 
n  ἐλευθερία –liberty, free-

dom, license (Rom 8:21; 
1Cor 10:29; 2Cor 3:17; Gal 
2:4; 5:1, 13; Jas 1:25; 2:12; 
1Pe 2:16, 19) 

o  ἐπικάλυμμα -a covering,  
cloak, veil (see 1Pe 2:16)  

p κακία –malice, wickedness, 
evil (Mt 6:34; Ac 8:22; Rom 
1:29; 1Co 5:8; 14:20; Eph 
4:31; Col 3:8; Ti 3:3; Jas 
1:21; 1Pe 2:1, 16) 

q  δοῦλος –slave, servant  
(Mt 8:9; 10:24, 25; 13:27, 
28; 18:23, 26,27, 28, 32; 
20:27; 21:34, 35, 36; 22:3, 
4, 6, 8, 10; 24:45, 46, 48, 
50; 25:14, 19, 21, 23, 26, 
30; Jas 1:1; 1Pe 2:16; 2Pe 
1:1; 2:19; Ju 1) 

r   τιμάω –to estimate value; 
to honor (Mt 15:4, 6, 8; 
19:19; 27:9; Lk 18:20; Jn 
5:23; 8:49; 12:26; Ac 28:10; 
1Tm 5:3; 1Pe 2:17) 

s ἀγαπάω  –to love, have a 
preference for, wish well to 
(see p. 8)  

t  φοβέω   –to put to flight by 
terror, to fear (Mt 1:20; 2:22; 
10:26, 28, 31; 14:5, 27, 30; 
17:6, 7; 21:26, 46; 25:25; 
27:54; 28:5, 10; 1Pe 2:17; 
3:6, 14; 1Jn 4:18) 

u οἰκέτης –house servants;  
all under authority of a 
household (Lk 16:13; Ac 
10:7; Rom 14:4; 1Pe 2:18) 

v  ἀγαθός    –good, pleasant, 
upright (Mt 5:45: 7:11, 17, 
18; 12:34, 35; 19:16, 17; 
20:15; 22:10; 25:21, 23;  
1Pe 2:18; 3:10, 11, 13, 16, 
21; 3Jn 11) 

w  ἐπιεικής -suitable, fair, 
equitable, gentle (Phl 4:5; 
1Tm 3:3; Tit 3:2; Jas 3:17; 
1Pe 2:18)  

x σκολιός –crooked, unfair 
(Lk 3:5; Ac 2:40; Phl 2:15; 
1Pe 2:18) 

y χάρις –that which affords 
joy, pleasure, delight, good-
will, grace, favor; thanks, 
reward (see  p. 5) 

z συνείδησις –lit., to know 
with [together]; one’s con-
science (see p.17) 

aa  ὑποφέρω  -to bear under 
[on one’s shoulders] (1Co 
10:13; 2Tm 3:11; 1Pe 2:19)  

ab λύπη –grief, sorrow (Lk 
22:45; Jn 16:6, 20, 21, 22; 
Rom 9:2; 2Co 2:1, 3, 7; 
7:10; 9:7; 1Pe 2:19) 

ac πάσχω –to suffer (Mt 
16:21; 17:12;, 15; 27:19; Lk 
24; 26, 46; Acts 1:3; Heb 
2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12; 1Pe 
2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 
18; 4:1, 15, 19; 5:10) 

ad ἀδίκως –unjustly, unde-
served (1Pe 2:19) 
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20 For is it praise-worthya if, when sinning and 
beaten,b you patiently endurec it? But if, when producing 
goodd and suffering,e you patiently endurec it, this finds 
favorf before God.  21 For to this you were called,g because 
Christ also sufferede on our behalf, leaving us a written-
copy,h that you should followi His stepsj: 

22 Who producedk no sin,  
Neither was deceit found in His mouth;l  

23 who, when He was reviled,m did not revile in return;n 

when He suffered,e He did not threaten,o but handed overp 
Himself to the One who judgesq justly;r   24 who Himself 
carried aways our sins in His own bodyt on the tree,u in order 
that, dyingv to sin, we might livew to righteousnessx—by 
whose bruisey you were healed.z 25 For you were like sheep 

 
2:20 For is it praise-worthy if, when 
sinning and beaten, you endure it pa-
tiently? But if, when producing good 
and suffering, you endure it patiently, 
this finds favor before God– being pun-
ished for one’s sins is a common occur-
rence and enduring such punishment 
patiently does not earn any favor with 
God. However, being like Christ, who 
produced good and endured suffering 
patiently, does earn favor from God. 
Producing good is doing God’s will (i.e., 
the Law of Christ), the good works which 
bring glory to God (Mt 5:16; cf. Gal 6:2). 
The word “favor” (χάρις), which is often 
translated “grace,” describes the favor 
(credit of righteousness) which a believer 
can earn by doing God’s will (cf. Lk 6:34
-35). Only believers can earn credits of 
righteousness, unbelievers cannot. 
2:21 For to this you were called, be-
cause Christ also suffered on our be-
half, leaving us an written-copy, that 
you should follow His steps– Peter ex-
plains one of the purposes of God for 
those who faithfully serve Him: Chris-
tians are called to suffer because Christ 
also suffered on our behalf. Christ was 

given to be a covenant for the people (Isa 42:6; 49:8; 57:8). Christ 
left His disciples a written copy: this not only refers to the New 
Covenant which He spoke and to which everyone will be held to 
account (Ex 18:15-18; Mt 5-7), but it also refers to His life which He 
lived to be our example (Eph 5:1-2). The word “written-copy” refers 
to the primer a student uses to practicing his formation of letters. 
Thus a believer is to practice living as Christ lived by following in 
Christ’s steps. Following in the teacher’s steps describes the activity 
of a disciple. Of course, one cannot be a disciple of Christ unless he 
has first believed that Jesus is the Christ sent by God. Justification by 
faith is essential and is the basis for justification by works. Paul dem-
onstrates that Abraham’s justification by faith without works is the 
standard for everyone who is reconciled to God (Rom 4:1-25). James 
demonstrates that Abraham’s justification by works (after being justi-
fied by faith) made Abraham’s faith mature (perfect) and this is the 
standard for everyone who wants to obtain God’s promises (Jas 2:18-
26; cf. Gen 22:1, 15-18; Heb 10:35-39; 11:17-19). The verse begins 
to this you were called, meaning believers must suffer like Christ if 
they want to share in His inheritance. Paul encourages, “If  we died 
with Him, We shall also live with Him, If we endure [suffering], We 
shall also reign with Him” (2Tm 2:11-12). Therefore, “be diligent to 
present yourself approved to God” (2Tm 2:15; cf. Lk 14:26-27).  

2:22 Who produced no sin, Neither 
was deceit found in His mouth– this 
quotation from Isaiah 53:9 emphasizes 
the Messiah’s innocence. Peter also 
alludes to other phrases from the “Song 
of the Suffering Servant” (Isa 52:13-
53:12): He was reviled and did not open 
His mouth (Isa 53:7/1Pe 2:23); who 
bore our sins in His own body (Isa 
53:12/1Pe 2:24a); by His bruise you are 
healed (Isa 53:5/1Pe 2:24b); you were 
like sheep going astray (Isa 53:6/1Pe 
2:25).  
2:23 who, when He was reviled, did 
not revile in return; when He suf-
fered, He did not threaten, but 
handed over Himself to the One who 
judges justly– when facing unjust pun-
ishment, whether a bad call in a sporting 
event or being given the death penalty, it 
is natural to desire retaliation against 
one’s accusers. Believers are not to seek 
revenge but are to hand themselves over 
to God and wait upon Him to judge all 
men justly, knowing all the facts (cf. 
Rom 12:17-21). The word παραδίδωμι, 
“hand over,” can also describe an act of 
betrayal (such as Judas’ betrayal of 
Christ). A believer should hand over 
himself to God and can trust Him never to betray him (1Pe 4:19), and 
He will hold him in the palm of His hand so that no one will ever 
pluck him out (Jn 10:28-29).    
2:24 who Himself carried away our sins in His own body on the 
tree, in order that, dying to sin, we might live to righteousness—
by whose bruise you were healed– Christ’s death on the cross (the 
Lamb of God and the tree/wood/fire) was more than just an example 
for others to follow. Christ’s bruising (Gen 3:15; Isa 53:5) paid the 
penalty for sins owed not just by believers but by all of mankind (Isa 
53:6, 11; 1Jn 2:2). Those believers who die with Him shall also live 
with Him (2Tm 2:11). Righteousness is not just some abstract con-
cept; it refers generally to the actions of one who pleases God by 
doing His will and, specifically in the NT dispensation, to the good 
works of a believer who obeys the Law of Christ (Mt 5:20). Paul 
describes how a believer has been freed from the law of sin and en-
abled to live to righteousness according to the Law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus (Rom 5:10, 17-21; 6:4, 13-23; 7:4-6; 8:1-4). Bap-
tism is symbolic of a believer’s death to his old life of sin and his 
resurrection to a new life in which he is able to please God. Even as 
circumcision was the sign of the Old Covenant, baptism is the sign of 
the New Covenant, signifying that one has committed himself to 
follow its New Law.  

a  κλέος –renown, report, 
praise (1Pe 2:20) 

b  κολαφίζω  –to strike with a 
fist (Mt 26:67; Mk 14:65; 
1Co 4:11; 2Co 12:7; 1Pe 
2:20) 

c ὑπομένω –to remain un-
der, abide, endure (Mt 
10:22; 24:13; Mk 13:13; Lk 
2:43; Rom 12:12; 1Co 13:7; 
2Tm 2:10, 12; Heb 10:32; 
12:2, 3, 7; Jas 1:12; 5:11; 
1Pe 2:20) 

d  ἀγαθοποιέω –to produce 
good (Mk 3:4; Lk 6:9, 33, 
35; Ac 14:17; 1Pe 2:15, 20; 
3:6, 17; 3Jn 11) 

e πάσχω –to suffer (Mt 
16:21; 17:12;, 15; 27:19; Lk 
24; 26, 46; Ac 1:3; Heb 
2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12; 1Pe 
2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 
18; 4:1, 15, 19; 5:10) 

f χάρις –that which affords 
joy, pleasure, delight, good-
will, grace, favor; thanks, 
reward (see  p. 5) 

g καλέω  –to call, to invite; to 
call a name; to call to do 
something (Mt 1:21, 23, 25; 
2:7, 15, 23; 4:21; 5:9, 19; 
9:13; 10:25; 20:8; 21:13; 
22:3, 4, 8, 9, 43, 45; 23:7, 8, 
9, 10; 25:14; 27:8; Jas 2:23; 
1Pt 1:15; 2:9, 21; 3:6, 9; 
5:10; 2Pe 1:3)  

h  ὑπογραμμός –a writing 
copy [for children to imitate] 
(1Pe 2:21)  

i ἐπακολουθέω  –to follow 
[closely] (Mk 16:20; 1Tm 
5:10, 24; 1Pe 2:21) 

j ἴχνος –a footprint, track, 
step (Rom 4:12; 2Co 12:18; 
1Pe 2:21)  

k ποιέω  –to do, make, pro-
duce, cause, perform (Mt 
1:24; 3:3, 8, 10; 4:19; 5:19, 
32, 36, 44, 46, 47; 6:1, 2, 3; 
7:12, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 
26; 1Pe 2:22; 3:11, 12; 2Pe 
2:10, 15, 19; Ju 3, 15) 

l  Isaiah 53:9 
m λοιδορέω –to reproach, 

revile (Jn 9:28; Ac 23:4; 1Co 
4:12; 1Pe 2:23) 

n  ἀντιλοιδορέω  –to reply 
with another reproach (1Pe 
2:23) 

13 1 Peter 2 You Were Called to Patiently Endure Suffering  
o ἀπειλέω –to  threaten, 

menace (Ac 4:17; 1Pe 2:23)  
p παραδίδωμι  –to give into 

the hands [of another]; to 
commit to; to betray (Mt 4:12; 
5:25; 10:4, 17, 19,21; 11:27; 
17:22; 18:34; 20:18, 19; 24:9, 
10; 25:14, 20, 22; 26:2, 15, 
16, 21, 23, 24, 25, 45, 46, 48; 
27:2, 3, 4; 1Pe 2:23; 2Pe 2:4, 
21; Ju 3) 

q κρίνω –to separate, to ap-
prove, to judge, to dispute (Mt 
5:40; 7:1, 2; 19:28; Lk 6:37; 
7:43; 12:57; 19:22; 22:30; Jn 
3:17, 18; 5:22, 30; 7:24, 51; 
8:15, 16, 26, 50; 12:47, 48; 
1Pe 1:17; 2:23; 4:5, 6)  

r δικαίως  –adv. justly, right-
eously (Lk 23:41; 1Co 15:34; 
1Th 2:10; Ti 2:12; 1Pe 2:23)  

s  ἀναφέρω –to bear up, carry 
or lead up; to offer up (Mt 
17:1; Lk 24:51; Heb 7:27; 
9:28; 13:15; Jas 2:21; 1Pe 
2:5; 2:24) 

t  σῶμα –body (Mt 5:29, 30; 
6:22, 23, 25;10:28; 14:112; 
26:12, 26; 27:52, 58, 59; 1Pe 
2:24; Ju 9) 

u ξύλον –wood, stick, log, tree 
(Mt 26:47, 55; Mk 14:43, 48; 
Lk 22:52; 23:31; Acts 5:30; 
10:39: 13:29; 16:24; 1Co 
3:12; Gal 3:13; 1Pe 2:24; Rev 
2:7; 18:12; 22:2, 14)  

v ἀπογίνομαι –to remove, 
depart; to die (1Pe 2:24) 

w ζάω –to live, enjoy real life 
(Mt 4:4; 9:18; 16:16; 22:32; Lk 
10: 28; Jn 4:10, 11, 50, 51, 
53; 5:25; 6:51, 57, 58, 69; 
7:38; 11:25, 26; 14;19; Rom 
1:17; 6:2, 10, 11, 13; 8:12, 13; 
1Cor 9:14; 1Th 3:8; 2Tm 
3:12; Heb 10:38; 1Pe 1:3,23; 
2:4, 5, 24; 4:5, 6; 1Jn 4:9)  

x δικαιοσύνη  –the state of 
one who is righteous [who 
has done God’s will] (Mt 3:15; 
5:6, 10, 20; 6:33; 21:32; 1Pe 
2:24; 3:14; 2Pe 1:1; 2:5, 21; 
3:13; 1Jn 2:29; 3:7, 10)  

y μώλωψ  –bruise,  wound 
which trickles with blood (1Pe 
2:24) 

z ἰάομαι –to cure to heal; to 
make whole (Mt 8:8, 13; 
13:15, 28; Lk 4:18; 5:17; Jas 
5:16; 1Pe 2:24)  
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wandering astray,a but you have now  returnedb to the Shep-
herdc and Overseerd of your souls.e  
3    Likewise, wives, be submissivef to your own husbands, 
so that even if some are refusing to believeg the word,h with-
out a wordh from their wives, they may be gainedi by the 
conductj of their wives, 2 when they observek your chastel 
conductj because of your fear.m   3 Do not let your adorn-
mentn be outward, braiding of hair, wearing gold, or dressing 
in fine apparel,  4 But rather let it be the hiddeno person of 
the heart, which is  incorruptible,p consisting of a meekq and 
quietr spirit, which is of great prices in the sight of God.  5 
For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who 
hopedt in God also adornedu themselves, being submissivef 
to their own husbands,  6 as Sarah obeyedv Abraham, calling 

2:25 For you were like sheep wander-
ing astray, but you have now returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls– (Isa 53:5-6) following the infer-
ence to Christ being the Lamb of God in 
the previous verse, Peter describes believ-
ers as stray lambs and Christ as the good 
Shepherd (cf. Jn 10:10-18; Ps 23). Before, 
these believers were straying sheep; but 
now since Christ has healed them, they 
are have returned to the [good] Shepherd 
the Guardian of their souls. Christ said 
that His ministry was to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel, referring to those 
Israelites of the northern nation who had 
been scattered among the Gentiles (Mt 
10:5-6; 15:24). An OT theme was that the 
Israelites should “turn back” to the Lord.  
3:1 Likewise, wives, be submissive to 
your own husbands, so that even if 
some are refusing to believe the word, 
without a word from their wives, they 
may be gained by the conduct of their 
wives– just as servants were admonished 
to be like Christ, now Peter turns his at-
tention to women and encourages them 
also to be like Christ. The natural order 
which God has arranged for a harmonious 
family is for the husband to be the head of 
the house and the wife to be a supportive 
helper to her husband (Gen 2:18; Eph 
5:22; Col 3:18; 1Tm 2:9-15; Ti 2:4-5). 
However, in spiritual matters the wife is 

now co-heir with her husband (1Pe 3:7; Gal 3:28-29). Underlying 
many of Christ’s commands is a motivation to reconcile others with 
God (Mt 5:9; 2Co 5:18-20). Here, Peter informs wives of unbelieving 
husbands that they have a ministry of reconciliation, gaining their 
spouses for God (cf. 2Tm 2:10). Notice that the husbands are refus-
ing to believe; this describes willful unbelief. Often, what makes a 
difference in such cases is the conduct of the wife: without speaking 
a word the wife can live like Christ (cf. Gal 2:19-20), and through her 
own life demonstrate the love and grace of God. Her devotion to 
Christ does not preclude being devoted to her husband.  
3:2 when they observe your chaste conduct because of your fear– 
here “chaste conduct” refers to the wife’s covenant loyalty to her 
husband (cf. Christ’s 3rd Commandment, Mt 5:31-32). The basis for 
her loyalty is not civil authority as much as it is her fear of God. As 
her husband comes to realize her motivation for living for Christ, his 
refusal to believe might begin to change.   
3:3 Do not let your adornment be outward, braiding of hair, 
wearing gold, or dressing in fine apparel– man looks on the out-

ward appearance, but God looks on the 
heart of a man or woman (1Sa 16:7; cf. 
Pr 16:2). Throughout the annals of his-
tory, high society has forced its ideals of 
beauty on others. This was especially 
evident in the courts of England and 
France in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
when a gentleman would spend a year’s 
wages on a fancy suit so that he could 
appear in the royal court. To adorn one-
self with costly hairdos which do not 
last, expensive clothing which becomes 
yesterday’s fashions and jewels (which 
will eventually be destroyed, 1Pe 1:7; 
2Pe 3:10-13) is to waste the resources 
which God provides (Jas 5:1-6).  
3:4 But rather let it be the hidden 
person of the heart, which is incor-
ruptible, consisting of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is of great price in 
the sight of God– God’s standard is 
different and begins with the hidden 
person, the incorruptible adornment of a 
believer’s heart (a “new creation,” 
which belongs to the New Earth order, 
2Co 5:17). Meekness is reliance on 
God’s strength and help instead of one’s 
own strength (Mt 5:4). A quiet spirit 
describes a tranquility which is undis-
turbed by one’s surroundings or circum-
stances because one has entrusted him-
self to God the Father (Mt 10:28-31; 1Pe 4:19). This combination in 
a believer is of great price to God, a phrase which is reminiscent of 
an ancient maiden’s collection of “costly” perfume (Mk 14:3).  
3:5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who 
hoped in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their 
own husbands– quite a contrast to the modern idea of a liberated 
woman. Instead of seeking to fulfills their personal desires and ambi-
tions, these women became submissive to their own husband. 
“Holy women” describes believers who had dedicated themselves to 
serving God; who hoped in God means that they were trusting God 
to deliver what He had promised, waiting on Him both for their vin-
dication and for their reward. When at the Bema Seat Judgment Jesus 
judges the believer’s works, the gold, silver and precious stones are 
those good works which will survive the fiery judgment; these can 
result from the proper adornment of a believer’s heart.   
3:6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him “lord”– this concept 
“to obey” begins with hearing and then includes obedience; it is do-
ing as one is instructed. One is not submitting to authority if one does 
not obey. Sarah expressed her willing submission to her husband by 
calling him “lord” (κύριος), similar to what believers call Jesus. 
 

a  quotation from Isaiah 53:5-6 
πλανάω –to lead astray 
into error, to deceive (Mt 
18:12, 13; 22:29; 24:4, 5, 
11, 24; 1Pe 2:25; 2Pe 2:15; 
1Jn 1:8; 2:26; 3:7; Rev 2:20)  

b   ἐπιστρέφω –to turn one-
self; to return (Mt 9:22; 
10:13; 12:44; 13:15; 24:18; 
1Pe 2:25; 2Pe 2:21; 2:22) 

c ποιμήν  –shepherd, herds-
man [from verb meaning to 
protect] (Mt 9:36; 25:32; 
26:31; Mk 6:34; 14:27; Jn 
10:2, 11, 12, 14, 16; Eph 
4:11; Heb 13:20; 1Pe 2:25) 

d ἐπίσκοπος –an overseer, 
guardian (Ac 20:28; Phl 1:1; 
1Tm 3:2; Ti 1:7; 1Pe 2:25) 

e ψυχή –the breathe of life,  
life, a living being, soul (Mt 
2:20; 6:25; 10:28, 39; 11:29; 
12:18; 16:25, 26, 20:28; 
22:37; 26:38; Jn 10:11, 15, 
17, 24; 12:25, 27; 13:37, 38; 
15:13; Col 3:23; Heb 4:12; 
6:19; 10:38, 39; 12:2; 13:17; 
Jas 1:21; 1Pe 1:9; 2:11; 1Jn 
3:16; 3Jn 2) 

f  ὑποτάσσω –to arrange 
under, to submit, subordi-
nate, yield (Lk 2:51; 10:17, 
20; Rom 8:7, 20; 10:3; 13:1, 
5; 1Co 14:32, 34; 15:27, 28; 
16:16; Jas 4:7; 1Pe 2:13, 
18; 3:1, 5, 22; 5:5) 

g  ἀπειθέω   –unwilling to be 
persuaded (believe and/or 
obey), being stubborn, 
rebellious (Jn 3:36; Acts 
14:2; 17:5; 19:9; Rom 2:8; 
10:21; 11:30, 31; 15:31; Heb 
3:18; 11:31; 1Pe 2:7, 8; 3:1, 
20; 4:17) 

h λόγος –word uttered by a 
living being, decree, com-
mand, declared thought, 
doctrine (Mt 5:32, 37; 7:24, 
26, 28; 8:8, 16; Jn 1:1, 14; 
2:22; 5:24, 38; 8:31; 1Pe 
1:23; 2:8; 3:1, 15; 4:5; 2Pe  
1:19; 2:3; 3:5, 7)  

i  κερδαίνω –to gain, 
acquire (Mt 16:26; 18: 15; 
25:17, 20, 22; Mk 8:36; Lk 
9:25; Ac 27:21; 1Co 9:19, 
20, 21, 22; Phl 3:8; Jas 
4:13; 1Pe 3:1)  

14 1 Peter 3  A Husband May Be Gained by His Wife’s Conduct  
j  ἀναστροφή –walk, manner 

of life, conduct (Gal 1:13; 
Eph 4:22; 1Tm 4:12; Heb 
13:7; Jas 3:13; 1Pe 1:15, 18; 
2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; 2Pe 2:7; 
3:11)  

k ἐποπτεύω –to oversee, 
watch, behold (1Pe 2:12; 3:2)  

l  ἁγνός –sacred, reverent; 
pure, chaste (2Co 7:11; 11:2; 
Phl 4:8; 1Tm 5:22; Tit 2:5; 
Jas 3:17; 1Pe 3:2; 1Jn 3:3)  

m φόβος –fear, dread, terror 
(see p. 12)  

n  κόσμος  –a harmonious 
arrangement, order; adorn-
ment, decoration; universe, 
world (Mt 4:8; 5:14; 13:35, 
38; 16:26; 18:7; 24:21; 25:34; 
26:13; Jn 1:9, 10, 29; 3:16, 
17, 19; 1Pe 1:20; 3:3; 5:9; 
2Pe 1:4; 2:5, 20; 3:6)  

o κρυπτός  –hidden, con-
cealed, secret (Mt 6:4, 6, 18; 
10:16; Mk 4:22; Lk 8:17; 
12:2; Rom 2:16, 29; 1Co 4:5; 
14:25; 1Pe 3:4)  

p  ἄφθαρτος –not corruptible, 
not liable to decay (Rom 
1:23; 1Co 9:25; 15:52; 1Tm 
1:17; 1Pe 1:4, 23; 3:4)  

q  πραΰς –meek (Mt 5:5; 21:5; 
1Pe 3:4) 

r  ἡσύχιος –quiet, tranquil 
(1Tm 2:2; 1Pe 3:4)  

s  πολυτελής  –of great price, 
costly, precious (Mk 14:3; 
1Tm 2:9; 1Pe 3:4)  

t ἐλπίζω –to hope, to wait 
with expectation; to trust (Mt 
12:21; Lk 6:34; 23:8; 24:21; 
Jn 5:45; Ac 24:26; 26:7; Rom  
8:24, 25; 15:12, 24; 1Co 
13:7; 15:19; 16:7; 1Pe 1:13; 
3:5; 2Jn 12; 3Jn 14) 

u  κοσμέω –to put in order, 
arrange; to adorn (Mt 12:44; 
23:29; 25:7; Lk 11:25; 21:5;  
1Tm 2:9; Ti 2:10; 1Pe 3:5; 
Rev 21:2, 19) 

v ὑπακούω –to listen, to hear 
and obey (Mt 8:27; Mk 1:27; 
4:41; Lk 8:25; 17:6; Ac 6:7; 
12:13; Rom 6:12, 16, 17; 
10:16; Eph 6:1, 5; Heb 5:9; 
11:8; 1Pe 3:6)  
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him “lord,” whose daughters you become if you are produc-
ing gooda and are not fearingb any terror.c  

7 Likewise, husbands, dwell togetherd with them in an un-
derstanding way,e bestowing honorf to the wife as a weakerg 
vessel,h and also as being heirs togetheri of the gracej of life,k 
so that your prayers may not be cut off.l 

8 Now to this end, all of you have unity of mind,m have sym-
pathyn for one another, love as brothers,o be compassionate,p 
be humble minded;q  9 not repayingr evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary blessing,s  having perceivedt that 
to this you were called,u so that you might inheritv a blessing.w 
10 For 

He who wishesx to lovey lifek 
And see good days, 
Let him refrain his tongue from malice, 
And his lips from speaking deceit. 
11 Let him turn awayz from evil and let him produce good; 
Let him seek peace even let him pursueaa it. 

whose daughters you become if you 
are producing good and are not fearing 
any terror of judgment– Jesus explains 
that those who are Abraham’s children do 
the works of Abraham (Jn 8:39-41). In 
Romans, Paul explains that they are not 
all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they 
all children because they are the seed of 
Abraham. . . . Those who are children of 
the flesh, these are not the children of 
God, but the children of the promise are 
counted as the seed” (Rom 9:6-8). In 
Galatians, Paul explains that Abraham 
had two sons, one born of a bondwoman 
and the other born of a freewoman and 
these two are symbolic of the two Cove-
nants of God: Mt Sinai (Hagar) gives 
birth to bondage, on the other hand, the 
(New) Jerusalem from above (Sarah) 
gives birth to the free and “is the mother 
of us all” (Gal 4:21-26; cf. 28-31). Com-
bining these concepts, Peter applies them 
to Christian wives, who become daugh-
ters of Sarah if they, like she did, pro-
duce good works and have no reason to 
be fearing God’s judgment (cf. Mt 
10:28). 
3:7 Likewise, husbands, dwell together 
with them in an understanding way, 
bestowing honor to the wife as a 
weaker vessel, and also as being heirs 

together of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be cut 
off– ideally, the husband is to dwell together with his wife, living 
life in the same household with her and her children. Second, he is be 
thoughtful and understanding; third, bestowing honor to the wife 
means that he is to “value” her and express such to her and to others. 
The phrase weaker vessel describes the wife as usually having a 
more delicate nature than the husband (the husband might be a 
wooden barrel, and the wife might be a porcelain pitcher; both are 
useful). In any case, both are heirs together of the grace of life, 
referring to their sharing the hope of inheritance in the Kingdom of 
God. The consequence, if the husband does not obey these three com-
mands, is that his prayers may be cut off, meaning that God stops 
hearing his prayers. This is similar to the idea that God will stop for-
giving if a believer does not forgive his brother (Mt 6:14-15; 18:21-
35; Mk 11:25-26; Lk 17:3-4; Eph 4:32; Col 3:13).  

3:8 Now to this end, all of you have 
unity of mind, have sympathy for one 
another; love as brothers, be compas-
sionate, be humble minded– Christ’s 
Commandment of Unity describes 
how a believer is to reconcile with his 
brother before bringing his worship 
offering to God (Mt 5:23-24). 
“Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity” (Ps 133:1). Paul exhorts “walk 
worthy of the calling . . . Endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Eph 4:1-6). Peter 
describes how a believer should dem-
onstrate unity of mind: 1) have sym-
pathy for one another,  2) love as 
brothers,  3) be compassionate,  4) be 
humble minded, 5) repaying a blessing 
for cursing (v. 9).  Philippians 2 describes 
how Christ was humble-minded.  
3:9 not repaying evil for evil or reviling 
for reviling, but on the contrary bless-
ing, having perceived that to this you 
were called, so that you might inherit a 
blessing– this continues the explanation 
of unity of mind. Peter refers to Christ’s 
Sixth Commandment of Love, specifi-
cally, that a believer retribution should be 
to bless those who curse him, to do good 
to those who hate him, and to pray for 
those who spitefully use him and perse-
cute him (Mt 5:43-47). It is essential that 
a disciple perceive that in the NT dispen-
sation he is called to this: to be mis-
treated and suffer for Christ’s sake (not to become rich like Abra-
ham). If the believer fulfills his calling, he will inherit a blessing 
(God will reward him, Mt 5:11-12; 46).  
3:10-11 For “He who wishes to love life And see good days, Let 
him refrain his tongue from malice, And his lips from speaking 
deceit. Let him turn away from evil and let him produce good; 
Let him seek peace even let him pursue it– Peter is quoting from 
Psalm 34:12-16. These exhortations are in harmony with the Law of 
Christ, and should bring to mind the choice which God set before the 
Israelites before they entered the Promised Land (Dt 30:15-20). In 
this passage, the life to which Peter refers is the everlasting life 
which begins when a believer becomes a new creation (2Co 5:17).  
 

a  ἀγαθοποιέω –to produce 
good (Mk 3:4; Lk 6:9, 33, 
35; Ac 14:17; 1Pe 2:15, 20; 
3:6, 17; 3Jn 11) 

b φοβέω –to put to flight by 
terror, to fear (Mt 1:20; 2:22; 
10:26, 28, 31; 14:5, 27, 30; 
17:6, 7; 21:26, 46; 25:25; 
27:54; 28:5, 10; 1Pe 2:17; 
3:6, 14; 1Jn 4:18) 

c  πτόησις –to be afraid with 
terror (1Pe 3:6)  

d  συνοικέω –to dwell to-
gether with (1Pe 3:7) 

e γνῶσις –knowledge, under-
standing (Lk 1:77; 11:52; 
Rom 2:20; 11:33; 15:14; 
1Cor 1:5; 8:1, 7, 10, 11; 
12:8; 13:2, 8; 14:6; Eph 
3:19; Phl 3:8; 1Tm 6:20; Col 
2:3; 1Pe 3:7; 2Pe 1:5) 

f  τιμή  –price; honor, a valu-
able prize (Mt 27:6, 9; Jn 
4:44; Ac 4:34; 5:2, 3; 7:16; 
19:19; 28:10; Rom 2:7, 10; 
9:21; 12:10; 13:7; 1Co 6:20; 
7:23; 12:23, 24; Col 2:23; 
1Th 4:4; 1Tm 1:17; 5:17; 
6:1, 16; 2Tm 2:20, 21; Heb 
2:7, 9; 3:3; 5:4; 1Pe 1:7; 2:7; 
3:7; 2Pe 1:17; Rev 4:9, 11; 
5:12, 13; 7:12; 19:1; 21:24, 
26)  

g ἀσθενής –not strong; 
weaker, sick (Mt 25:39, 43, 
44; 26:41; Mk 14:38; Lk 
10:9; Ac 4:9; 5:15;, 16; Rom 
5:6; 1Co 1:25, 27; 4:10; 8:7, 
10; 9:22; 11:30; 1Pe 3:7) 

h  σκεῦος –vessel, utensil, 
implement (Mt 12:29; Mk 
3:27; 11:16; Lk 8:16; 17:31; 
Jn 19:29; Ac 9:15; 10:11, 
16; 11:5; 27:17; Rom 9:21, 
22, 23; 2Cor 4:7; 1Th 4:4; 
2Tm 2:20, 21; Heb 9:21; 
1Pe 3:7)  

i  συγκληρονόμος  –heirs 
together, joint heir (Rom 
8:17; Eph 3:6; Heb 11:9; 
1Pe 3:7) 

j  χάρις  –that which affords 
joy, pleasure, delight, good-
will, grace, favor; thanks, 
reward (see  p. 5) 

k   ζωή –life, of everything 
living, of the fullness of life 
as God intended (Mt 7:14; 
18:8, 9; 19:16, 17, 29; 
25:46; Lk 1:75; Jn 1:4; 3:15, 
16, 36; 4:14, 36; 5:26, 39, 
40; 6:27, 33, 35, 40, 47, 48, 
51, 53, 54, 63, 68; 8:12; 
10:10, 28; 11:25; 12:25, 50; 
14:6; 17:2, 3; 20:31; 1Pe 
3:10; 2Pe 1:3; 1Jn 1:1, 2; 
2:25; 3:14, 15; 5:11, 12, 13, 
16, 20; Ju 21; Rev 2:7, 10; 
3:5) 

15 1 Peter 3 Honor the Wife as a Weaker Vessel 
l  ἐκκόπτω  –to be cut down, 

off (Mt 3:10; 5:30; 7:19; 
18:8; Lk 3:9; 13:7, 9; Rom 
11:22, 24; 2Co 11:12; 1Pe 
3:7) 

m ὁμόφρων –unity, same-
ness of mind (1Pe 3:8) 

n συμπαθής –suffering with 
another, sympathy (1Pe 
3:8)  

o φιλάδελφος  –a loving 
brother (1Pe 3:8) 

p  εὔσπλαγχνος  –having 
strong bowels; being com-
passionate (Eph 4:32; 1Pe 
3:8) 

q  ταπεινόφρων  –humble 
minded (1Pe 3:8)  

r  ἀποδίδωμι –to hand over, 
deliver; to pay, reward (Mt 
5:26, 33; 6:4, 6, 18; 12:36; 
16:27; 18:26, 28, 29, 30, 34; 
20:8; 21:41; 22:21; 27:58; 
1Pe 3:9; 4:5)  

s εὐλογία –good speech; 
praise, blessing (Rom 
15:29; 16:18; 1Co 10:16; 
2Co 9:5, 6; Gal 3:14; Eph 
1:3; Heb 6:7; 12:1; Jas 3:10; 
1Pe 3:9; Rev 5:12) 

t  εἴδω  –to see, to perceive, 
know (Mt  2:2, 9, 10, 11, 16; 
1Pe 1:8, 18; 3:9, 10; 5:9; 
2Pe 1:12, 14; 2:9; Ju 5, 10) 

u  καλέω –to call, to invite; to 
call a name; to call to do 
something (see p. 13)  

v  κληρονομέω –to receive 
by lot; to inherit  (Mt 5:5; 
19:29; 25:34; Mk 10:17; Lk 
10:25; 18:18; 1Co 6:10; 
15:50; Gal 4:30; 5:21; Heb  
1:4, 14; 6:12; 12:17; 1Pe 
3:9; Rev 21:7)  

w  εὐλογέω –to speak well 
of, to praise, to bless (Mt 
5:44; 14:19; 21:9; 23:39; 
25:34; 26:26; 1Pe 3:9) 

x θέλω –desire,  will[ing] 
(Heb 10:5, 8, 12:17; 13:18; 
Jas 2:20; 4:15; 1Pe 3:10, 
17; 2Pe 3:5, 3Jn 13) 

y  ἀγαπάω –to love, have a 
preference for, wish well to 
(Mt 5:43, 44, 46; 6:24; 
19:19; 22:37, 39; Jn 3:16, 
19, 35; 8:42; 10:17; Rom 
8:28; 1Pe 1:8, 22; 2:17; 
3:10; 2Pe 2:15)  

z  ἐκκλίνω –to turn [oneself] 
aside from (Rom 3:12; 
16:17; 1Pe 3:11)  

aa  διώκω  –to make to run; 
to pursue to catch some-
one; to persecute   (Mt 5:10, 
11, 12, 44; 10:23; 23:34; Lk 
17:23; Rom 9:30, 31; 12:13, 
14; 14:19; 1Co 4:12; 14:1; 
15:9; Phl 3:6, 12, 14; 1Th 
5:15; 6:11; 2Tm 2:22; 3:12; 
Heb 12:14; 1Pe 3:11) 



12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the  righteous, 
And His ears bend toward their prayers; 
But the face of the Lord is against those who producea evilb.c 
13 And who is he who will harmd you if ever you become 
imitatorse of what is good?f  14 But if indeed you should 
sufferg for righteousness’ sake,h you are blessed.i “And    
do not fearj their threats,k neither be troubled.l” 15 “But 
sanctifym the Lord as Christ” in your hearts, being always 
readyn to give a defenseo to everyone who asks you a   
reasonp for the hopeq that is in you, yet with meeknessr 
and fear;k 16 having a goodf consciences that while you are 
spoken againstt as evil-producers,u the ones abusingv you 
may be put to shamew by your goodf conductx in Christ,  
17 For it is bettery to sufferg as one producing good,z if the 
willaa of God so wills,ab than to be one producing evil.ac 

3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, And His ears bend toward 
their prayers; But the face of the Lord 
is against those who produce evil– in Ps 
34:16, David describes the eyes, ears, and 
face of the Lord as He reacts to their 
deeds. The eyes of the Lord (cf. 2Ch 
16:9) approve of the righteous who obey 
Him and produce good (righteousness), 
and His ears bend toward [anxious to 
hear] their prayers. On the other hand, 
the face of the Lord is against those 
who produce evil, and the psalmist con-
tinues: God will “cut off the remembrance 
of them from the earth” (Ps 34:16). The 
unrighteous sinner (one who has not be-
lieved God’s promise to send Jesus 
Christ) is still producing evil and will not 
live with God on the New Earth, but “his 
part will be in the Lake of Fire which 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death” (Rev 21:8).  

3:13 And who is he who will harm you 
if ever you become imitators of what is 
good– the theme of this passage is re-
ward, being recompensed for one’s deeds, 
whether they are good or evil (Rom 2:5-
10; 14:10-12; 1Co 3:8-15; 2Co 5:10). 
Peter knows that these believers are al-
ready suffering for their faith in Christ. 
Who will harm you if you become imi-
tators of what is good? The answer is 
“the seed of the serpent” (Gen 3:15). 
Government was ordained to praise pro-
ducers of good (Rom 13:3-4). To become 
imitators of what is good refers to imi-
tating Christ by obeying His Law.  
3:14 But if indeed you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you are blessed– Peter refers to Christ’s prom-
ises in the Beatitudes, introducing the New Covenant (Mt 5:3-12). 
Jesus promised great rewards (blessings) for those who suffer for 
righteousness and for His sake (Mt 5:10-12). To be “blessed” one 
must be obedient to God’s Covenant: if a believer pleases God, God 
will reward him for his labor.    
“And do not fear their threats, neither be troubled”– this quota-

tion from Isa 8:12-13 is one of the most profound commands in Pe-

ter’s epistle. A believer’s reaction to 
persecution reveals whether he is trust-
ing in God or in the things of this world. 
If a believer is fearful of, and troubled 
by, man’s threats, it is because he is 
concerned with (losing) the things of 
this world.  Jesus told His disciples: Do 
not fear those that can kill your body 
and after that can do no more, but are 
unable to kill your soul [everlasting 
life], rather you should fear Him who 
after your body is killed has the author-
ity to cast your body and soul [life] into 
Gehenna (Mt 10:28 & Lk 12:4). Jesus is 
not warning unbelievers but is encourag-
ing His disciples to be obedient, even in 
the face of persecution. He goes on to 
tell His disciples that not even a sparrow 
falls without God knowing, and by the 
way, God knows the number of hairs on 
your head and “you are more valuable 
than many sparrows” (Mt 10:30-31). 
Likewise, Peter earlier told believing 
wives that they become daughters of 
Sarah “if you are producing good and 
are not fearing any terror” (1Pe 3:6). 
3:15 “But sanctify the Lord as Christ” 
in your hearts, being always ready to 
give a defense to everyone who asks 
you a reason for the hope that is in 
you, yet with meekness and fear– from 
Isaiah 8:13, if one sanctifies the Lord, he 
will be devoted to serving Him and will 
fear Him, not men. Such fear 
(obedience) is also the reason 
(foundation) for your hope of living 
with God in His house.   
3:16 having a good conscience that 
while you are spoken against as evil-
producers, the ones abusing you may  
be put to shame by your good conduct 
in Christ– a believer’s good conscience comes from knowing before 
God that he is doing the will of God and is not sinning; on the other 
hand, the ones abusing him will be judged by God (cf. Mt 5:16; Ac 
24:16; 2Co 1:12-14; 4:1-2).  
3:17 For it is better to suffer as one producing good, if the will of 
God so wills, than to be one producing evil– those who suffer for 
producing good will only suffer for a short time in this life and will 
receive an everlasting blessing in the world to come; however, those 
who produce evil will suffer a very long time for their deeds.  

a ποιέω –to do, make, pro-
duce, cause, perform (Mt 
1:24; 3:3, 8, 10; 4:19; 5:19, 
32, 36, 44, 46, 47; 6:1, 2, 3; 
7:12, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 
26; 1Pe 2:22; 3:11, 12; 2Pe 
2:10, 15, 19; Ju 3, 15) 

b  κακός –of bad nature, not 
as it should be; wrong think-
ing; trouble, injurious, evil 
(Mt 21:41; 24:48; 27:23: Mk 
7:21; 15:14; Lk 16:23; 
23:22; 1Pe 3:9, 10, 11, 12; 
3Jn 11; Rev 2:2; 16:2) 

c  Ps 34:12-16 
d κακόω  –to do something 

bad, injurious, evil (Ac 7:6, 
19; 12:1; 14:2; 18:10; 1Pe 
3:13) 

e  μιμητής –an imitator (1Co 
4:16; 11:1; Eph 5:1; 1Th 1:6; 
2:14; Heb 6:12; 1Pe 3:13) 

f  ἀγαθός  –of good nature,  
functional, pleasant, excel-
lent (Mt 5:45; 7:11, 17, 18; 
12:34, 35; 19:16, 17; 20:15; 
22:10; 25:21, 23; 1Pe 3:10, 
11, 13, 16, 21; 3Jn 11) 

g  πάσχω –to suffer (Mt 
16:21; 17:12;, 15; 27:19; Lk 
24; 26, 46; Ac 1:3; Heb 
2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12; 1Pe 
2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 
18; 4:1, 15, 19; 5:10) 

h δικαιοσύνη –the virtue, 
quality, or state of one who 
is righteous (Mt 3:15; 5:6, 
10, 20; 6:33; 21:32; 1Pe 
2:24; 3:14; 2Pe 1:1; 2:5, 21; 
3:13; 1Jn 2:29; 3:7, 10)  

i μακάριος  –blessed, happy 
(Mt 5:3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 10. 
11; 11:6; 13: 16; 16:17; 
24:46; Lk 1:45; Jn 13:17; 
20:29; 1Pe 3:14; 4:14) 

j φοβέω   –to put to flight by 
terror, to fear (Mt 1:20; 2:22; 
10:26, 28, 31; 14:5, 27, 30; 
17:6, 7; 21:26, 46; 25:25; 
27:54; 28:5, 10; 1Pet 2:17; 
3:6, 14; 1Jn 4:18) 

k φόβος –fear, dread, terror 
(Mt 14:26; 28:4, 8; Mk 4:41; 
Lk 1:12, 65; 2:9; 5:26; 7:16; 
8:37; 21:26; Jn 7:13; 19:38; 
20:19; Ac 5:11; 9:31; 19:17; 
Rom 3:18; 1Co 2:3; 2Co 
5:11; 7:1, 5, 11, 15; Eph 
5:21; 6:5; Phl 2:12; 1Pe 
1:17; 2:18; 3:2, 14, 15; 1Jn 
4:18)  

l  ταράσσω   –to agitate, 
trouble (Mt  2:3; 14:26; Mk 
6:50; Lk 1:12;  24:38; Gal 
1:7; 5:10; 1Pe 3:14)  

m ἁγιάζω –to acknowledge, 
render something to be holy; 
to dedicate to God (Mt  6:9; 
23:17, 19; Lk 11:2; Jn 10:36; 
17:17, 19; Ac 20:32; 26:18; 
1Pe 3:15; Ju 1; Rev 22:11)  

n ἕτοιμος  –adj., prepared, 
ready;  (Mt 22:4, 8; 24:44; 
25:10; 14:15; Lk 12:40; 
14:17; 22:33; Ti 3:1; 1Pe 
1:5; 3:15) 

16 1 Peter 3 If You Suffer for Righteousness’ Sake, You are Blessed 

III.  Suffering in the Will of God 
(3:13-4:19; 5:8-11) 

o ἀπολογία  –speech in 
defense, an answer (Ac 22:1; 
25:16; 1Cor 9:3; 2Cor 7:11; 
Phl 1:7, 17; 2Tm 4:16: 1Pe 
3:15) 

p λόγος  –a word, speech; 
doctrine or sayings of some-
one; reason, account (Mt 
5:32, 37; 7:24, 26, 28; 8:8, 
16; 10:14; 12:32, 36, 37; 
13:19, 20, 21, 22, 23; 15:23; 
18:23; Jn 1:1, 14; 2:22; 1Pe 
1:23; 2:8; 3:1, 15; 4:5; 2Pe 
1:19; 2:3; 3:5, 7) 

q  ἐλπίς –expectation, hope, 
fear (Ac 2:26; 16:19; 23:6; 
24:15; Rom 4:18; 5:2, 4, 5; 
8:20, 24; 12:12; 15:4, 13; 1Co 
9:10; 13:13; Gal 5:5; Eph 
1:18; 2:12; 4:4; Col 1:5, 23, 
27; 1Th 1:3; 5:8 Ti 1:2; 2:13; 
Heb 3:6; 6:11, 18; 7:19; 
10:23; 1Pe 1:3, 21; 3:15; 1Jn 
3:3) 

r  πραΰτης   –meekness (Jas 
1:21; 3:13; 1Pe 3:15)  

s συνείδησις  –lit., to know 
with [together]; one’s con-
science (see p.17) 

t καταλαλέω  –to speak 
against (Jas 4:11; 1Pe 2:12; 
3:16) 

u κακοποιός –adj., one who 
produces evil (Jn 18:30; 1Pe 
2:12, 14; 3:16; 4:15)  

v ἐπηρεάζω   –to treat abu-
sively, to insult (Mt 5:44; Lk 
6:28; 1Pe 3:16) 

w καταισχύνω –to dishonor, 
disgrace; to put to shame (Lk 
12:17; Rom 5:5; 9:33; 10:11; 
1Co 1:27; 11:4, 5, 22; 2Co 
7:14; 9:4; 1 Pe 2:6; 3:16)   

x  ἀναστροφή –walk, manner 
of life, conduct (Gal 1:13; Eph 
4:22; 1Tm 4:12; Heb 13:7; 
Jas 3:13; 1Pe 1:15, 18; 2:12; 
3:1, 2, 16; 2Pe 2:7; 3:11)  

 y κρείττων –better, more 
useful (1Co 7:9; 11:17; 12:31; 
Heb 1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6; 
9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 
12:24; 1Pe 3:17; 2Pe 2:21) 

z ἀγαθοποιέω  –to produce 
good (Mk 3:4; Lk 6:9, 33, 35; 
Ac 14:17; 1Pe 2:15, 20; 3:6, 
17; 3Jn 11) 

aa  θέλημα  –-one’s desires, 
wishes, will, purpose (Mt 
6:10; 7:21; 12:50; 18:14; 
21:31; 26:42;  Mk 3:35; Lk 
11:2; 12:47; 22:42; Jn 1:13; 
4:34; 5:30;  6:38, 39, 40; 
7:17; 9:31; Ac 13:22; Rom 
12:2; Heb 10:36; 1Pe 2:15; 
3:17; 4:2, 3, 19; 2Pe 1:21; 1Jn 
5:14; Rev 4:11)  

ab θέλω –desire, will[ing] (Heb 
10:5, 8, 12:17; 13:18; Jas 
2:20; 4:15; 1Pe 3:10, 17; 2Pe 
3:5, 3Jn 13) 

ac κακοποιέω  –to produce 
[something] bad, detrimental 
(Mk  3:4; Lk 6:9, 1Pe 3:17; 
3Jn 11) 
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18 For Christ also suffereda once concerning sins, the justb 
for the sake of the unjust, that He might leadc us toward 
God, indeed being put to death in the flesh but being made 
alived by the Spirit, 19 in which also He went and preachede  
to the spirits in prison,f  20 who aforetime refused to believe,g 
when the longsufferingh God waitedi in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 
eight souls, were savedj through water.  21 Which is also an 
antitypek now savingl us—even baptism (not the putting 
awaym of the filthn of the flesh, but the answero of  a good 
consciencep toward God) through the resurrectionq of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who having gone into heaven is at the right hand 
of God, having angels and authorities and powers made sub-
jectr to Him. 
4    Therefore, since Christ suffereda for us in the flesh, arms 
yourselves also with the same mind,t for the one who has 
suffereda in the flesh has ceasedu from sin, 2 that he no 
longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the 

3:18 For Christ also suffered once con-
cerning sins, the just for the sake of the 
unjust– a most significant doctrine, Jesus 
was just when He suffered and died; not 
only had He not sinned (cf. 2Co 5:21; 
Heb 7:26), He was righteous, doing the 
will of the Father. The purpose of Christ’s 
suffering and death was substitutionary 
atonement—the Just One took the punish-
ment which the unjust deserved: “He bore 
our sins in His body on the tree” (1Pe 
2:24; cf. Isa 53:4-6). Ratifying the New 
Covenant, Christ’s sacrifice is offered 
only once (cf. Heb 7:27; 9:12, 26-28: 
10:10-14).  

that He might lead us toward God– 
Jesus said “I am the way the truth and the 
life, no one comes to the Father except 
through Me” (Jn 14:6). In OT times, a 
curtain separated the Holy of Holies 
(God’s dwelling place in the tabernacle) 
from those outside (Ex 26:33). Only the 
High Priest was allowed to enter into 
God’s presence one time a year on the 

Day of Atonement (Lev 16). When Christ died, the curtain was 
ripped in two, opening the way to God the Father (Mk 15:38; cf. Heb 
10:19-20). “Therefore He is able also to save to the uttermost those 
who come unto God by Him” (Heb 7:35).   
indeed being put to death in the flesh but being made alive by 

the Spirit– that this is referring to Jesus Christ seems obvious; how-
ever, this also should describe “us”: our death to this “fleshly” life 
and our being made alive to “new” life in the Spirit (under the New 
Covenant) by which we are to imitate Christ (cf. Eph 2:1-10).  
3:19 In which also He went and preached to the spirits in prison– 
between His death and resurrection, Christ spent time in Hades (Rom 
10:7; Eph 4:19; Ps 16:10), preaching to those in prison awaiting 
their day of judgment before God (Rev 20:11-13).  
3:20 who aforetime refused to believe, when the longsuffering 
God waited in the days of Noah– there are three views concerning 
the identity of the spirits in prison (Hades): 1) that Jesus preached to 
the spirits of humans who heard the preaching of Noah and refused 
to obey; 2) that Jesus preached to give the spirits of unbelievers a 
second chance at receiving salvation; 3) that Jesus was preaching to 
angels (spirits) chained in Hades awaiting their judgment before God.  
The first view seems to best align with other biblical doctrines. The 
point in context is that Noah obeyed God in the face of persecution 

and his obedience was rewarded with 
salvation (inheriting the world, Heb 
11:6-7); these “chosen exiles” should 
likewise obey God in the face of perse-
cution if they want to obtain their in-
heritance.  

while the ark was being prepared, in 
which a few, that is, eight souls, were 
saved through water– being saved 
through the water at least refers to lives 
being spared from the flood, but it also 
is an illustration of the inheritance that 
comes with future salvation (“the salva-
tion to be revealed at the last time” 1Pe 
1:5; cf. Heb 11:6-7; 1Pe 1:9, 10; 2:2). 
3:21 Which is also an antitype now 
saving us—even baptism (not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of  a good conscience toward God) through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ– Noah’s salvation through the flood is a 
type for NT believers in the sense that his good works (not the washing 
away of his sins) provided the means by which he had life through the 
judgment and an inheritance beyond it. A believer has a good con-
science before God when he knows that he is obedient to His will. 
3:22 who having gone into heaven is at the right hand of God, 
having angels and authorities and powers made subject to Him– 
Christ overcame the judgment of death through the resurrection and 
is now exalted to the right hand of God awaiting the day when He 
will be given His inheritance (Ac 2:33-36; Rev 11:15). 
4:1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm your-
selves also with the same mind– emphasizing the personal incarna-
tion of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who “became flesh and dwelt 
among us” (Jn 1:14) and “who Himself carried away our sins in His 
own body on the tree” (1Pe 2:24). Having the mind of Christ is ex-
plained by Paul: “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, who being in the form of God . . . Made Himself of no reputa-
tion, taking on the form of a bondservant, coming in the likeness of 
men . . . Humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted 
Him . . .” (Phl 2:5-9). Also see “unity of mind” (1Pe 3:8). 
for the one who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin– 

some explain that having ceased from sin means that sin no longer 
has “power” over the believer, but this explanation contradicts Paul’s 
testimony (Rom 7:13-23). It is better to understand that Peter is ex-
plaining that the result of arming oneself with the mind of Christ is 
that [like Paul] a believer will no longer desire to sin (cf. 1Pe 4:2). 

a πάσχω –to suffer (Mt 
16:21; 17:12;, 15; 27:19; Lk 
24; 26, 46; Ac 1:3; Heb 
2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12; 1Pe 
2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 
18; 4:1, 15, 19; 5:10) 

b δίκαιος –just, righteous, 
observant of the law (Mt 
1:19; 5:45; 9:13; 10:41; 
13:17, 43, 49: 20:4, 7; 
23:28, 29, 35; 25:37, 46; 
27:19, 24; Jn 5:30; 7:24; 
17:25; Eph 6:1; 1Pe 3:18; 
1Jn 1:9; 2:1, 29; 3:7, 12) 

c  προσάγω –to lead to-
wards, to bring (Lk 9:41; Ac 
16:20; 27:27; 1Pe 3:18)  

d  ζῳοποιέω –to cause to 
live; born alive (Jn 5:21; 
6:63; Rom 4:17; 8:11; 1Co 
15:22, 36, 45; 2Cor 3:6; Gal 
3:21; 1Tm 6:13; 1Pe 3:18) 

e κηρύσσω –to be a herald; 
to publish, proclaim (Mt 3:1; 
4:17, 23; 9:35; 10:7, 27; 
11:1; 24:14;; 26:13; Ac 
28:31; 1Co 1:23; 9:27: 
15:11, 12; Col 1:23; 1Tm 
3:16; 2Tm 4:2; 1Pe 3:18)  

f  φυλακή –to watch, guard; 
to put in prison (Mt 5:25; 
14:3, 10, 25; 18:30; 24:43; 
25:36, 39, 43, 44; Lk 2:8; 
3:20; 12:38, 58; 1Pe 3:19) 

g  ἀπειθέω  –unwilling to be 
persuaded (believe and/or 
obey), being stubborn, 
rebellious (Jn 3:36; Ac 14:2; 
17:5; 19:9; Rom 2:8; 10:21; 
11:30, 31; 15:31; Heb 3:18; 
11:31; 1Pe 2:7, 8; 3:1, 20; 
4:17)  

h μακροθυμία –not hasty to 
retal iate, longsuffering  
(Rom 2:4; 9:22; 2Co 6:6; 
Gal 5:22; Eph 4:2; Col 1:11; 
3:12; 1Tm 1:16; 2Tm 3:10; 
4:2 Heb 6:12; Jas 5:10; 1Pe 
3:20; 2Pe 3:15) 

i  ἐκδέχομαι –to receive; to 
expect or wait for (Jn 5:3; Ac 
17:16; 1Co 11:33; Heb 
10:13; 11:10; Jas 5:7; 1Pe 
3:20) 

j  διασῴζω –lit., to save + 
through [by means of, 
through a channel]; to save/
rescue from danger (Mt 
14:36; Lk 7:3; Ac 23:24; 
27:43; 27:44; 28:1, 4;  1Pe 
3:20)  

17 1 Peter 4 Baptism is an Antitype of What is Now Saving Us 
k   ἀντίτυπος –a reflection,  

impression of an image;  an 
antitype, a figure (Heb 9:24; 
1Pe 3:21)  

l σῴζω –to save, rescue from 
danger; be made whole 
[restored] (Mt 1:21;  8:25; 
9:21, 22; 10:22; 14:30; 16:25; 
19:25; 24:13; Ac 2:21, 40, 47; 
1Pe 3:21; 4:18; Ju 5, 23; Rev 
21:24) 

m ἀπόθεσις –noun form of 
ἀποτίθημι, to lay aside, to 
renounce (1Pe 3:21; 2Pe 
1:14) 

n  ῥύπος  –dirt; metaph., moral 
filth (1Pe 3:21) 

o  ἐπερώτημα –an inquiry, 
question; a demand (1Pe 
3:21) 

p συνείδησις –lit., to know 
with [together]; one’s con-
science (Jn 8:, Ac 23:1; 
24:16; Rom 2:15; 9:1; 13:5; 
2Co 8:7, 10, 12; 10:25, 27, 
28, 29; 2Co 1:12; 4:2; 5:11; 
1Tim 1:5, 19; 3:9; 4:2; 2Tm 
1:3, 15; Heb 9:9, 14; 10:2,22; 
13:18; 1Pe 2:19; 3:16, 21) 

q ἀνάστασις  –a raising up, 
resurrection (Mt 22:23, 28, 30, 
31; Lk 2:34; 14:14; Jn 5:29; 
11:24, 25; 1Pe 1:3; 3:21; Rev 
20:5, 6)  

r ὑποτάσσω –to arrange 
under, to submit, subordinate, 
yield (Lk 2:51; 10:17, 20; Rom 
8:7, 20; 10:3; 13:1, 5; 1Co 
14:32, 34; 15:27, 28; 16:16; 
Jas 4:7; 1Pe 2:13, 18; 3:1, 5, 
22; 5:5) 

s ὁπλίζω –to arm, furnish with 
arms; to provide, furnish for 
oneself (1Pe 4:1) 

t ἔννοια –act of thinking, 
thoughts, intentions, one’s 
mind (Heb 4:12; 1Pe 4:2) 

u παύω  –to cease, stop de-
sist, refrain (Lk 5:4; 8:24 11:1; 
Ac 5:42; 6:13; 13:10; 20:1, 31; 
21:32; 1Co 13:8; Eph 1:16; 
Col 1:9; Heb 10:2; 1Pe 3:10; 
4:1)  



cravingsa of men, but for the desiresb of God.  3 The time of 
your  life having already passed is sufficientc for you to have 
worked the desiresb of the Gentiles, having walkedd in lewd-
ness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and 
abominable idolatries.  4 In regard to these, they think it stran-
gee that you do not runf with them with the same overflowg 
to riot,h speaking evil of you.  5 They will give an accounti to 
Him who is ready to judge the livingj and the dead.k  6 For 
this reason also the gospell was preached, even to those who 
are dead,m that on the one hand, they might be judged ac-
cording to men in the flesh, but on the other, they might be 
livingj according to God in the Spirit. 

7 But the endn of all things is at hand; therefore                 
be sound-minded and self-controlled in your prayers.  8 And 
above all things have intentionalo lovep for one                
another,  because “lovep will cover a multitude of sins.”  9   Be 

4:2 that he no longer should live the 
rest of his time in the flesh for the crav-
ings of men, but for the desires of God– 
it is possible that after a believer has suf-
fered for Christ’s sake, he might no 
longer desire the things of a fleshly life, 
but instead live with the purpose of pleas-
ing God. Certainly, this change of pur-
pose is part of the transformation to 
Christlikeness which happens as a be-
liever matures.  
4:3 The time of your life having already 
passed is sufficient for you to have 

worked the desires of the Gentiles– in the past lives of many be-
lievers, these sins have been committed, but that was sufficient and 
believers should no longer “work” the desires of the Gentiles [a 
phrase describing the unending sins of fallen men, cf. Gen 6:5].  This 
past “work” is set in contrast with the expectation that a believer, 
now under the New Covenant, should be working the desires of God 
(the New Law).  
4:4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run 
with them with the same overflow to riot, speaking evil of you– 
Peter has already warned believers that these excesses of the flesh 
“war against the soul” (a believer’s everlasting life/full reward, 1Pe 
2:11). Generally, when someone becomes a believer, his unbelieving 
friends cannot understand his changed life; their misunderstanding 
leads them to become offended and to speak evil of the new believer.  
4:5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the 
living and the dead– every person who has ever lived will someday 
give an account to God (Rom 2:5-11), either standing before Christ at 
the Bema Seat judgment (Lk 14:14; Rom 14:10; 1Co 3:11-15; 4:4-5; 
9:24-27; 2Co 5:9-10; Col 3:23-24; 2Tm 4:8; 1Pe 5:4; 1Jn 2:28; Rev 
2:10; 22:12), or standing before God to be judged according to their 
works/ways (Ex 32:33; Dt 11:26-28; Job 34:11; Ps 62:12; Pr 24:12; 
Ecc 11:9; 12:14; Jer 17:10; 32:19; Lam 3:64; Eze 18:30; 33:20; Mt 
16:27; Jn 5:29; 1Pe 1:17; 4:5; Rev 20:12; 22:12). The maxim is 
stated agriculturally: “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to 
his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who 
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life” (Gal 6:7-8).  
4:6 For this reason also the gospel was preached, even to those 
who are dead– this parenthetical phrase, even to those who are 
dead, is not a second chance for the dead (see 1Pe 3:19), but in con-
text, “the living and the dead” are all who will be judged by God. 
This fits with what Peter had previously mentioned, that when Christ 
died He went to Hades (prison) and preached to the spirits residing 

a  ἐπιθυμία –desire, craving, 
longing (Mk 4:19; Lk 22:15; 
Jn 8:44; Rom 1:24; 6:12; 
7:8; 13:14; Gal 5:16, 24; 
Eph 4:22; Phl 1:23; Col 3:5; 
1Th 2:17; 4:5; Jas 1:14,15; 
1Pe 1:14; 2:11; 4:2, 3; 2Pe 
2:10, 18; 3:3; Ju 16, 18)  

b  θέλημα -one’s desires, 
wishes, will, purpose (Mt 
6:10; 7:21; 12:50; 18:14; 
21:31; 26:42;  Mk 3:35; Lk 
11:2; 12:47; 22:42; Jn 1:13; 
4:34; 5:30;  6:38, 39, 40; 
7:17; 9:31; Ac 13:22; Rom 
12:2; Heb 10:36; 1Pe 2:15; 
3:17; 4:2, 3, 19; 2Pe 1:21; 

1Jn 5:14; Rev 4:11)  
c  ἀρκετός –sufficient , 

enough, satisfactory (Mt 
6:34; 10:25; 1Pe 4:3) 

d  πορεύω  –to lead over; 
transfer; to go on a journey; 
to lead one’s life; to leave 
one’s life (Mat 2:8, 9, 20; 
8:9; 9:13; 10:6; 7; 11:4, 7; 
12:1, 35; *Lk 1:6; 1Pe 3:19, 
22; 4:3; 2Pe 2:10; 3:3; Ju 
11, 16, 18) 

e  ξενίζω –to receive a guest/
stranger; to think strange, 
what is true (Acts  10:6, 18, 
23, 32; 17:20; 21:16; 28:7; 
1Co 16:19; Heb 13:2; 1Pe 
4:4, 12) 

f συντρέχω –to run together, 
gather as a crowd (Mk 6:33; 
Ac 3:11; 1Pe 4:4) 

g ἀνάχυσις  –up/over flow, 
flood, excess (1Pe 4:4) 

h ἀσωτία  –a riot, unable to 
save oneself, prodigality, an 
abandoned/ruined life (Eph 
5:18; Ti 1:6; 1Pe 4:4)  

18 1 Peter 4 They Will Give an Account to God 

there (1Pe 3:19), and it seems that He 
explained the mysteries of the Gospel of 
the Kingdom, which even the OT proph-
ets did not fully understand, and which 
was of interest even to the angels (1Pe 
1:10-12). Thus, the gospel is preached to 
the living and was preached, even to 
the dead. 
that on the one hand, they might be 

judged according to men in the flesh, 
but on the other, they might be living 
according to God in the Spirit– this 
phrase second primarily applies to “the 
living,” specifically, those believers who are being persecuted and 
maligned by unbelievers.  Even though they might be [mis]judged 
according to men in the flesh, believers are able to be living ac-
cording to God in the Spirit. This refers to a believer’s ability to 
live a life pleasing to God and receive His rewards under the terms of 
the New Covenant (of which the sign is the “Spirit”). 
4:7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be sound-
minded and self-controlled in your prayers– certainly, Peter is 
expecting that Christ can return at any moment. More generally, in us-
ing the phrase, the end of all things, Peter is describing the fulfillment 
of prophecy concerning the “age (coming) of the Messiah” in the “last 
[end of] days,” the final of the three ages expected by the Jews (the 1st 
without Law; the 2nd with the Law; the 3rd with the Messiah). By using 
the phrase “is at hand,” Peter reminds his audience of Jesus Christ’s 
preaching when He proclaimed the Gospel of the Kingdom: “The time 
is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the 
gospel” (Mk 1:14). Peter is not saying that God’s plan of salvation is 
complete, because only the birth, ministry, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ has been fulfilled according to the Scripture; yet to happen 
in God’s plan of salvation is the return of Christ to set up His earthly 
Kingdom, then (finally) the creation of the New Earth, where God will 
come to dwell with men forever. Peter admonishes believers, in accor-
dance with this knowledge that Christ is coming to set up His kingdom, 
to pray with a sound-mind and with self-control, so that they will not 
be ashamed, but glad at His appearing. 
4:8 And above all things have intentional love for one another, 
because “love will cover a multitude of sins”– intentional love for 
another is the same as God’s love (ἀγάπη) for humans, who have 
rebelled against His will and fight against His plan for their salvation. 
John writes, “And this commandment we have from Him: that the 
one who is loving God should be loving his brother also” (1Jn 4:21). 
Christ’s commandments are central to the life of a believer and his 
fellowship with God. Thus, “love will cover a multitude of sins” (Pr 
10:12).  

i  λόγος  –a word, command; 
discourse; doctrine; reason
[ing] (Mt 5:32, 37; 7:24, 26, 
28; 8:8, 16; 10:14; 12:32, 
36, 37; 13:19, 20, 21, 22, 
23; 18:23; 19:1, 11, 22; 
21:24; 22:15, 46; 24:35; 
25:19; 26:1, 44; 28:15; Jn 
1:1, 14; 1Pe 1:23; 2:8;3:1, 
15; 4:5; 2Pe 1:19; 2:3; 3:5, 
7; 1Jn 1:1, 10; 2:5, 7)  

j  ζάω  –to live, enjoy real life   
(see p. 5) 

k νεκρός  –a corpse, dead 
person (1Pe 1:3, 21; 4:5, 6)  

l εὐαγγελίζω  –to bring 
good news, preach the 
gospel (see p. 7)  

m νεκρός   –lit,. One who has 
disappeared; a corpse, 
dead; inanimate; inactive 
(Mt 8:22; 10:8; 11:5; 14:2; 
22:32; 23:27; 27:64; 28:4, 7; 
Mk 9:26; 12:27; Lk 7:15, 22; 
9:60; 15:24, 32; 16:30; 
20:38; 24:5; Jn 5:25; Jas 
2:17, 20, 26; 1Pe 4:5, 6)  

n τέλος –end, termination, 
limit, completion, finish (Mat 
10:22; 17:25; 24:6, 13, 14; 
26:58; Mk 3:26; 13:7; 13:13; 
Heb  3:6; 6:8, 14; 7:3; Jas 
5:11; 1Pe 1:9; 3:8; 4:7, 17) 

o ἐκτενής  –lit,. stretched out; 
liar, intentional, earnest (Lk 
22:44; Ac 12:5; 1Pe 4:8)  

p ἀγάπη –love, affection, 
benevolence (Mt 24:12; Lk 
11:42; Jn 5:42; 13:35; 15:9, 
10, 13; 17:26; Rom 5:5; 1Co 
13; Eph 1:4; 1Pe 4:8; 5:14; 
2Pe 1:7; 1Jn 2:5, 15; 3:1, 
16, 17; 4:7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 16, 
17, 18; 5:3; 2Jn 3, 6; 3Jn 6) 
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4:9 Be hospitable to one another with-
out murmuring– Peter is having fun with 
the word “hospitality,” which literally 
means “love of strangers.” The believers 
are the strangers/exiles living in a foreign 
land among its natural citizens. Hospital-
ity was important for travelers in an an-
cient world with few inns, especially im-
portant for early missionaries. In fact, the 
early church met for worship in believers’ 
homes. Thus John commends Gaius for 
his hospitality (3Jn 5-6). However, John 
then warns against inviting false teachers 
into one’s house so that one does not be-
come partakers of their evil deeds (2Jn 
10). Peter encourages believers to be hos-

pitable . . . without murmuring. Remember, in the wilderness the 
Israelites murmured about God’s provisions for them (Ex 16:1-12) 
and their murmuring eventually led to disobedience (Num 14:2, 27).  
4:10 As each one has received a gift, use it to minister to each 
another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God– every 
believer is a steward of at least one gift given by God to equip him 
for service (Rom 12:3-13; 1Co 12:1-11). These gifts are profitable if 
used to help others. When Christ returns, every servant of God will 
give an account of how he used the gifts given to him (see parables of 
talents and minas: Mt 25:14-30; Lk 19:12-27). As members of a 
body, believers are to benefit from each others gifts, and these gifts 
complement the gifts of others.  
4:11 When someone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.  
When someone ministers, let him do it as from the ability which 
God supplies– Peter describes two basic types of gifts: speaking gifts 
and serving gifts. Speaking gifts would include prophecy, knowl-
edge, wisdom, exhortation, and all the various types of teaching gifts. 
Those who have these speaking gifts must understand that when they 
speak, they are speaking to others on God’s behalf: let him speak as 
the oracles of God. Serving gifts would include all the other gifts, 
such as helping, giving, showing mercy and love to one another, 
administrating, distributing necessities, and etc. God will supply what 
is necessary for a believer to exercise his gifts; however, the believer 
will be required to answer concerning how he used (or misused) these 
gifts. 
in order that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ, to whom belong the glory and the power forever and ever
– whether a believer has a speaking gift or a serving gift, he is to use 
these gifts to benefit others so that God will be glorified: “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in Heaven” (Mt 5:16).   

hospitablea to one another without murmuring.b  10 As each 
one has received a gift,c use it to ministerd to each another as 
good stewardse of the manifold grace of God.  11 When 
someone speaks, let him speak as the oraclesf of God.  When 
someone ministers,d let him do it as from the abilityg which 
God supplies,h in order that in all things God may be glori-
fied through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the 
power forever and ever.  Amen. 

12  Beloved, do not think it strangei concerning the fiery trialj 
when it comes to tryk you, as though some strange thingl is 
happening to you;  13  but be rejoicing,m to the extentn you are 
sharing in Christ’s sufferings, in order that when His glory is 
revealed,o you may be rejoicing,m even rejoicing exceedingly.p  
14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed      
are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God has come to     

4:12 Beloved, do not think it strange 
concerning the fiery trial when it 
comes to try you, as though some 
strange thing is happening to you– 
some think that the phrase “fiery 
trial” (cf. 1Pe 1:7) refers to the recent persecution of believers by 
Nero (AD 64) when much of Rome burned and the Emperor blamed 
the tragedy on Christians. For many years the roman government 
severely persecuted Christians  (until AD 311). However the persecu-
tion of Christians began in Jerusalem a short time after Christ’s 
death. Jewish leaders persecuted the Apostles and sent men, such as 
Saul, with authority to arrest believers and bring them bound to Jeru-
salem (Ac 5:17-42; 9:1-2). Because of this persecution, early believ-
ers scattered out from Jerusalem, taking the gospel to Judea, Samaria, 
and the uttermost parts of the Earth (Ac 1:8; 8:1). 
4:13 but be rejoicing, to the extent you are sharing in Christ’s 
sufferings, in order that when His glory is revealed, you may be 
rejoicing, even rejoicing exceedingly– when a believer suffers for 
Christ’s sake (for doing the will of God), he is suffering the same 
type of persecution which Christ suffered when He was crucified on 
the cross. To the extent (as much as) a believer is sharing in 
Christ’s sufferings, he will also be rejoicing when Christ’s glory is 
revealed. This revelation of Christ refers to His return when He 
comes to set up His Kingdom on Earth, and the rewards He will give 
faithful believers who have served Him according to the terms of the 
New Covenant. Faithful believers, those who have obeyed His com-
mands, will share in His inheritance and dominion over the kingdoms 
of this earth (Dan 7:14, 27). All believers will rejoice at Christ’s 
coming, but those who served Him faithfully will even rejoicing 
exceedingly (and forever). 
4:14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are 
you, for the Spirit of glory and of God has come to rest upon    
you– certainly Peter is remembering Jesus Christ’s words when He 
enumerated the nine everlasting blessings (not transient “happiness”) 
of the New Covenant, specifically, the great rejoicing it promises 
those who suffer for Christ’s sake: “Blessed are you when they revile 
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for 
My sake. Rejoice and rejoice exceedingly, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you” (Mt 5:11-12). The Holy Spirit, who rested on Jesus from the 
time of His baptism, at which time God voiced His approval: “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mt 3:17) and all 
throughout His ministry (Isa 11:2). When a believer shares Christ’s 
suffering, the same Holy Spirit has come to rest upon [him], signi-
fying God’s approval. Paul reminds believers how the strength which 
God provides is sufficient for believers as they face trials and testing 
(2Co 12:7-10).  

a  φιλόξενος –adj., be 
friendly/fond of strangers; 
love hospitality (1Tm 3:2; Ti 
1:8; 1Pe 4:9; [n., Rom 
12:13; Heb 13:2])  

b γογγυσμός  –murmuring, 
secret debate/displeasure, 
(Jn 7:12; Ac 6:1; Phl 2:14; 
1Pe 4:9)  

c χάρισμα  –a gift; rescue 
from danger;  divine gift of 
extraordinary power (Rom 
1:11; 5:15; 6:23; 11:29; 
12:6; 1Co 1:7; 7:7; 12:4, 9, 
28, 30, 31; 2Co 1:11; 1Tm 
4:14; 2Tm 1:6; 1Pe 4:9)  

d διακονέω  –to serve as a 
servant/domestic attendant; 
to minister to the needs of 
another (Mt 4:11; 8:15; 
20:28; 25:44; 27:55; Mk 
1:13, 31; 10:45; 15:41; Lk 
4:39; 8:3; 10:40; Ac 6:2; 
19:22; 1Pe 1:12; 4:10, 11) 

e 
 οἰκονόμος  –lit., house + 
law; manager of household 
affairs (Lk 12:4; 16:1, 3, 8; 
Rom 16:23; 1Co 4:1, 2;  Gal 
4:2; Tit 1:7; 1Pe 4:10)  

f  λόγιον –(diminutive of  
λόγος) a brief utterance, a 
divine oracle (Ac 7:38; Rom 
3:2; Heb 5:12; 1Pe 4:11) 

g  ἰσχύς  -ability, strength  
(Mk 12:30, 33; Lk 10:27; 
Eph 1:19; 6:10; 2Th 1:9; 
1Pe 4:11; 2Pe 2:11; Rev 
5:12; 7:12; 18:2)  

h  χορηγέω  –to lead/furnish 
a chorus; to supply (2Co 
9:10; 1Pe 4:11) 

i  ξενίζω  –to receive a 
guest/stranger; to think 
strange, what is true (Ac  
10:6, 18, 23, 32; 17:20; 
21:16; 28:7; 1 Co 16:19; 
Heb 13:2; 1Pe 4:4, 12) 

19 1 Peter 4 Minister to One Another as Good Stewards  
j πύρωσις –burning to reduce 

metals (1Pe 4:12; Rev 18:9, 
18)  

k πειρασμός  –trials, tempta-
tions (Mt 6:13; 26:41; Mk 
14:38; Lk 4:13; 8:13; 11:4; 
22:28, 40, 46; Ac 20:19; 1Co 
10:13; Gal 4:14; 1Tm 6:9; 
Heb 3:8; Jas 1:2, 12; 1Pe  
1:6; 4:12; 2Pe 2:9; Rev 3:10) 

l  ξένος –a stranger, foreigner; 
a host (Mt 25:35, 38, 43, 44: 
27:7; Ac 17:18, 21; Rom 
16:23; Eph 2:12, 19; Heb 
11:13; 13:9; 1Pe 4:12; 3Jn 5) 

m χαίρω  –to be glad, rejoice; 
to be well; as a greeting: 
“farewell” (Mt 5:12; 18:13; 
26:49; 27:29; 28:9; Jas 1:1; 
1Pet 4:13; 2Jn 4,10; 3Jn 3; 
Rev 11:10; 19:7)  

n  καθό    –as, according as, 
as far as (Rom 8:26; 2Co 
8:12; 1Pe 4:13) 

o  ἀποκάλυψις –a laying bare; 
a revelation of the unknown, 
disclosure; an appearance 
(see p. 6)  

p ἀγαλλιάω –to exult, rejoice 
exceedingly (Mt 5:12; Lk 
1:47; 10:21; Jn 5:35; 8:56; Ac 
2:26; 16:34; 1Pe 1:6, 8; 4:13; 
Rev 19:7) 
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resta upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part 
He is glorified.  15 But let none of you sufferb as a murderer, 
or a thief, or an evil-producerc, or as a meddlerd in other peo-
ple’s affairs. 16 Yet if anyone suffersb as a Christiane, let him 
not be ashamedf,  but let him glorify God by that name.g 

17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the 
househ of God; and if it begins with us firsti, what will be the 
endj of those refusingk to obey the gospell of God?  18 Now 

“If the righteous one is hardlym savedn, 
Where will the ungodlyo and the sinnerp appear?”q 
19 Therefore, let those, who indeed are sufferingb according 

to the willr of God in producing good, entrusts their lives to a 
faithfult Creator.  

4:15 But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer, or a thief, or an evil-
producer, or as a meddler in other peo-
ple’s affairs– believers should not com-
mit, nor suffer for producing, evil deeds 
of which even the worldly culture gener-
ally disapproves. Even being a busy-body, 
a meddler in other people’s affairs, is 
not acceptable for a believer. This refers 
to any undermining and disruptive activ-
ity, whether at home, work, or in govern-
mental business. Instead, a believer 
should focus his activities on producing 
good in order to glorify God the Father. 
4:16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed,  but let 
him glorify God by that name– the 
name “Christian” is used three times in 
the NT. It was coined at Antioch to refer 
to Gentile believers in Jesus Christ who 
did not also convert to Judaism (Ac 
11:26). By the time Paul stands trial be-
fore King Agrippa, the term refers gener-
ally to a disciple of Christ (Ac 26:28). In 
this context, Peter uses the term Christian 
to refer to those disciples who suffer like 
Christ suffered (a supreme imitation). 
There is no shame in suffering for Christ, 
as there is in suffering for producing evil. 

If one suffers for Christ, there is cause for great rejoicing, since he 
will be receiving a great reward; thus, the one who suffers has cause 
to glorify God in such circumstances. (All believers will be rejoicing 
when Christ returns; even so, some will be ashamed.)   
4:17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of 
God– probably an allusion to Ezekiel’s description of God judging 
His people at the conclusion of the Old Covenant: “they have refused 
My judgments, and they have not walked in My statutes. Therefore 
thus says the Lord God: ‘Because you have multiplied disobedience . 
. . indeed I am against you and will execute judgments in your 
midst’” (Eze 5:6-8). “I will do to them according to their way, and 
according to what they deserve I will judge them” (Eze 7:27); “and 
begin at My sanctuary” (Eze 9:6). Ezekiel goes on to describe the 
glory of God leaving His house and returning to Heaven because His 
people had broken His Covenant (Eze 9-11; cf. Jer 31:32). “I will 
recompense their own deeds on their own heads” (Eze 11:21; cf. 
11:19-20).    
and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those refus-

ing to believe the gospel of God?– Peter says that God’s judgment 
will begin with obedient believers, us first, and then He will judge 
those who are disobedient, refusing to believe the gospel of God 
(similar to those whom Ezekiel described: “they have refused My 
judgments and have not walked in My statutes,” Eze 5:6). Do not 
make the mistake of thinking that suffering for Christ is God’s judg-

a παύω  –to cease, stop 
desist, refrain (Lk 5:4; 8:24 
11:1; Ac 5:42; 6:13; 13:10; 
20:1, 31; 21:32; 1Co 13:8; 
Eph 1:16; Col 1:9; Heb 10:2; 
1Pe 3:10; 4:1)  

b πάσχω –to suffer (Mt 
16:21; 17:12;, 15; 27:19; Lk 
24; 26, 46; Ac 1:3; Heb 
2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12; 1Pe 
2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 
18; 4:1, 15, 19; 5:10) 

c κακοποιός  –one who 
produces evil (Jn 18:30; 1Pe 
2:12, 14; 3:16; 4:15)  

d  ἀλλοτριεπίσκοπος  –lit., 
overseer of a stranger; 
meddler in another’s affairs 
(1Pe 4:15)  

e  Χριστιανός –dimin-
utive of anointed one, a 
follower of Christ (Ac 11:26; 
26:28; 1Pe 4:16) 

f  αἰσχύνω –to disfigure, 
dishonor, make ashamed 
(Lk 16:3; 2Co 10:8; Phl 
1:20; 1Pe 4:16; 1Jn 2:28) 

g  ὀνόματι  –name (Mt 1:22, 
23,25; 6:9; 7:22; 1Pe 4:16;  
1Jn 2:12; 3:23; 5:13; 3Jn 7,  
14) 

h  οἶκος  –a house, dwelling 
place; persons of a house 
(Mt 9:6, 7; 10:6; 11:8; 12:4, 
44; 15:24; 21:13; 23:38; Ac 
16:15, 31, 34; Heb 3:2, 3, 4, 
5, 6; 8:8, 10; 10:21; 11:7; 
1Pe 2:5; 4:17) 

i πρῶτον  –first: in time, 
place, succession, rank (Mt 
5:24; 6:33; 7:5; 8:21; Heb 
7:2; Jas 3:17; 1Pe 4:17; 2Pe 
1:20; 3:3)  

j τέλος  –end, termination, 
limit, completion, finish (Mt 
10:22; 17:25; 24:6; 24:13; 
24:14; 26:58; Mk 3:26; 13:7; 
13:13; Heb  3:6; 6:8, 14; 7:3; 
Jas 5:11; 1Pe 1:9; 3:8; 4:7, 
17) 

k  ἀπειθέω   –unwilling to be 
persuaded (believe and/or 
obey), being stubborn, 
rebellious (Jn 3:36; Acts 
14:2; 17:5; 19:9; Rom 2:8; 
10:21; 11:30, 31; 15:31; Heb 
3:18; 11:31; 1Pe 2:7, 8; 3:1, 
20; 4:17) 

20 1 Peter 4 For Judgment Will Begin at the House of God 

ment on the righteous or that this some-
how purifies them of their sins (a Catho-
lic doctrine). Peter teaches that a believer 
purifies himself by obeying the truth, 
specifically, the Law of Christ (1Pe 1:22; 
cf. 2Co 7:1;  Heb 1:3; Jas 4:8; 2Pe 1:9; 
1Jn 1:7, 9; 3:3). Certainly, trials should 
test and mature a believer, and then a 
mature believer becomes less likely to 
fall into sin (1Pe 4:1). 
4:18 Now “If the righteous one is 
hardly saved, Where will the ungodly 
and the sinner appear?”– quoting Prov-
erbs 11:31 (LXX), Peter lists three catego-
ries of people: the righteous, the un-
godly, and the sinner. The word right-
eous describes those who do the will of 
God, specifically by obeying His Law. 
The word ungodly describes the irrever-
ent, those who should be godly but are 
not. The word sinner describes those 
who have not been justified by faith and 
thus their sins have not been forgiven. 
The Hebrew text reads that “the righteous 
will be rewarded,” but the LXX text reads “that the righteous will 
hardly be saved.” In Ezekiel, God says that the righteous one who 
does His will “will have delivered [his own] soul” (Eze 3:19, 21; cf. 
Ex 6:6). Thus Peter emphasizes how difficult it will be for a right-
eous man to “save his soul” when his works are judged (cf. Eze 
14:14, 20). Here, Peter is not referring to initial salvation, when 
someone is justified by faith and becomes a child of God by believ-
ing that Jesus is the Christ. Peter is referring to the salvation of the 
righteous believer’s soul (life), that is, the fullness of inheritance in 
everlasting life, which includes the rewards (in the Kingdom of God) 
promised to those who will obey His Covenant. Certainly, the un-
godly, a term which describes a believer who is not living a 
“reverent” life, will not receive the blessings of God’s Covenant and 
will live outside of His Kingdom (Rev 21:24; cf. Num 16:26). On the 
other hand, a sinner has not received the gifts of salvation, because 
he has not believed the gospel and thus has not had his sins forgiven. 
After being judged by God, a sinner will be sent to the Lake of Fire 
(Rev 20:15). 
4:19 Therefore, let those, who indeed are suffering according to 
the will of God in producing good, entrust their lives to a faithful 
Creator– many who suffer are not suffering according to the will 
of God because they are not producing good or their suffering is not 
for Christ’s sake. However, those who are indeed suffering accord-
ing to the will of God can trust that God will reward (Pr 11:31) them 
accordingly and that their everlasting lives will be full of the bless-
ings which God has promised to those who are obedient to His Cove-
nant. Certainly, God is not the author of the evil you are suffering, 
but He is aware of (has foreknown) your suffering and has included 
such suffering into His plan for His chosen people (1Pe 1:1-2).  

l εὐαγγέλιον   – noun form 
of εὐαγγελίζω (see p, 7) 
good news, the gospel of 
Christ and His Kingdom (Mt 
4:23; 9:35; 24:14; 26:13; 
1Tm 1:11; 2Tm 1:8, 10; 2:8;  
Phm 13; 1Pe 4:17; Rev 
14:6)  

m  μόλις –with difficulty, 
hardly; not easily, scarcely, 
rarely (Lk 9:39; Ac 14:18; 
27:7; 27:16; Rom 5:71; Pe 
4:18)  

n  σῴζω –to save, rescue 
from danger; be made 
whole [restored] (Mt 1:21;  
8:25; 9:21, 22; 10:22; 14:30; 
16:25; 19:25; 24:13; Ac 
2:21, 40, 47; 1Pe 3:21; 4:18; 
Ju 5, 23; Rev 21:24) 

o  ἀσεβής  –not reverent, 
undevout (Rom 4:5; 5:6; 
1Tm 1:9; 1Pe 4:18; 2Pe 2:5; 
3:7; Ju 4, 15) 

p  ἁμαρτωλός –not free from 
sin (Mt 9:10, 11, 13; 11:19; 
26:45; 1Pe 4:18) 

q  Proverbs 11:31 LXX  
r  θέλημα -one’s desires, 

wishes, will, purpose (Mt 
6:10; 7:21; 12:50; 18:14; 
21:31; 26:42;  Mk 3:35; Lk 
11:2; 12:47; 22:42; Jn 1:13; 
4:34; 5:30;  6:38, 39, 40; 
7:17; 9:31; Ac  13:22; Rom 
12:2; Heb 10:36; 1Pe 2:15; 
3:17; 4:2, 3, 19; 2Pe 1:21; 

1Jn 5:14; Rev 4:11)  
s παρατίθημι   –to place 

beside, before, with; to 
deposit, entrust [something] 
(Mt 13:24, 31; Mk 6:41; 8:6, 
7; Lk 9:16; 10:8; 11:6; 
12:48; 23:46; Ac 14:23; 
16:34; 17:3; 20:32; 1Co 
10:27; 1Tm 1:18; 2Tm 2:2; 
1Pe 4:19) 

t  πιστός  –adj., one who is 
faithful, worthy of trust (Mt 
24:45; 25:21, 23; Lk 12:42; 
16:10, 11, 12; 19:17; 1Pe 
4:19; 5:12; 1Jn 1:9; 3Jn 5) 
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II.  Conduct Which Glorifies God 
(2:11-3:12; 5:1-7) 

5    Therefore, I exhort the eldersa among you, I am a fellow 
eldera and a witnessb of the sufferingsc of Christ and also a 
sharerd of the glory about to be revealede:  2 shepherdf the 
flock of God which is among you, acting as overseersg not 
being compelled but willfullyh, not greedy for gaini but eager-
lyj;  3 nor becoming overlordsk over the inheritancel  entrusted 
to you, but becoming examplesm for the flock;  4 and when 
the Chief Shepherdn appears, you will obtaino the unfading 
crown of glory. 

5 Likewise youngerp men, submitq yourselves to your     
elders.a Indeed, all of you be submissiveq to one another and 
wear the apronr of humility,s for 

“God resistst the proud,  
But to the humble gives grace.”u 

example, as Christ demonstrated when 
He washed the disciples feet (Jn 13:12-
15). The word “disciple” means one 
who follows a leader/teacher. Peter has 
already reminded his audience that 
Christ was their example, having left a 
“written example” (a primer) “that we 
should follow in His steps” (1Pe 2:21; 
cf. Mt 16:24; Jn 13:15; 1Co 11:1; Eph 
5:1-2; Col 3:3; 1Tm 4:12; Heb 12:1-2; 
1Jn 2:6; 3:16). Jesus did not beat or 
intimidate His disciples; He led them by 
example and taught them how to please 
the Father.  
5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will obtain the unfading 
crown of glory– every pastor is an  
undershepherd to the Chief Shepherd 
(who is Christ Jesus) and will give an 
account concerning his care of God’s 
flock. When the Chief Shepherd ap-
pears refers to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, when He will 
judge the works of believers and reward them accordingly and give 
the faithful various responsibilities in His Kingdom. Once again, 
Peter mentions that he is motivated to be faithful by the rewards of-
fered by the New Covenant, here specifically, the unfading crown 
of glory (cf. Jas 3:1). 
5:5 Likewise younger men, submit yourselves to your elders. 
Indeed, all of you be submissive to one another and wear the 
apron of humility– Peter shifts his attention to the younger men, 
maturing believers who are not yet leaders in the church. “It is good 
for a man that he should bear the yoke in his youth” (Lam 3:27).  
Thus, besides obeying Christ’s commands, the younger men do the 
necessary work to ensure the proper functioning of the church (such 
as serving as deacons, Ac 7:1-6). Indeed, all of you be submissive 
to one another: Peter emphasizes the general attitude of submission 
among all believers, encouraging each to wear the apron of a slave. 
This apron, which should gird every believer, is the mind of humil-
ity which Christ put on Himself to wash the disciples feet (Jn 13:4).  

God resists the proud, But to the humble gives grace– Peter is 
quoting from the Septuagint (LXX). The word “resist” means “to set 
an army in array”; this is to be a warning to believers that such is 
God’s attitude against the proud. On the other hand, to the humble 
God gives grace. This grace/favor is merited, given because of a 
believer’s attitude of humility which leads him to perform services 
which benefit other believers. God gives favor to all of His children 
who obey His Covenant. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of 
those whose heart is wholly toward Him. In this you have done fool-
ishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars” (2Ch 16:9). 

21 1 Peter 5 Shepherds, Do not Become Overlords 

5:1 Therefore, I exhort the elders 
among you, I am a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ and 
also a sharer of the glory about to be 
revealed– the term elder (πρεσβύτερος) 
simply means “one more advanced in 
age.” Often, this term is used to refer to 
the leaders of the Jewish Sanhedrin. After 
Christ appointed Apostles and formed His 
church, elders were appointed to lead 
congregations in specific communities 
(Tm 1:5). Elders, bishops (“overseer”) 
and pastors are leaders in that they are 
shepherds who oversee (Ac 20:28; 1Pe 
5:2) the affairs of a local church; while 
some elders might only have a responsi-
bility to lead their flocks, a bishop 
(pastor) is an elder who is also gifted to 
teach his flock (Eph 4:11; 1Tm 3:1-7; 
5:17). Peter is a fellow elder since Christ 

commanded him to feed His sheep (Jn 21:15-17); he is also a witness 
of the suffering of Christ and His death at the hands of the Jewish 
elders (Ac 2:36; cf. 2Pe 1:16-18).  Peter is motivated to do his duty 
so that he will be a sharer of the glory about to be revealed when 
Christ returns to set up His kingdom (Mt 19:28; Lk 22:30; cf. 2Pe 
1:10-11).  
5:2 shepherd the flock of God which is among you, acting as 
overseers not being compelled but willfully, not for greedy for 
gain but eagerly– a “shepherd” is an ancient expression which de-
scribes an ideal leader (Num 27:16-17). “Great kings” were called 
shepherds (Isa 44:28), and God says that David will be the shepherd 
of His people (Eze 34:23; 37:24). Jesus describes Himself as the 
“good shepherd” (Jn 10). Peter certainly remembered one of Christ’s 
last commands, to shepherd His sheep (Jn 21:15-17).  Elder is a title/
office in which one is responsible to shepherd (to feed) and oversee 
(provide care) for God’s people (flock).  An elder/pastor is not to 
serve against his will, nor to be motivated by greed, but is to serve 
eagerly (keeping in mind that Peter’s own motivation is to share in 
Christ’s glory when He returns).  
5:3 Nor becoming overlords over the inheritance entrusted to 
you, but becoming examples for the flock– as with any position of 
authority, there is a danger of power corrupting the elder’s actions 
and motives. Jesus told His disciples that their economy is different 
from that of this world: if they want to become great in Christ’s 
Kingdom, they will first have to become lowly servants (Mt 20:24-
28; 23:8-12; 25:21; Mk 9:34-37; 10:42-45; Jn 12:26; 13:12-15; 2Co 
4:5; Gal 5:13-14; Phl 2:5-7; Jas 4:10). Christian leaders are to lead by 
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a  πρεσβύτερος – elder, 
advanced in age, leader (Mt 
15:2; 16:21; 21:23; 26:3, 47, 
57, 59; 27:1, 3, 12, 20, 41; 
28:12; Jn 8:9; 1Pet 5:1, 5; 
2Jn 1; 3Jn 1) 

b μάρτυς –witness; martyr  
(Mt 18:16; 26:65; Mk 14:63; 
Lk 24:48; Acts 1:8, 22; 2:32; 
3:15; 5:32; 6:13; 7:58; 
10:39, 41; 13:31; 22:15, 20; 
26:16; 2Cor 1:23; 13:1; Heb 
10:28; 12:1; 1Pet 5:1; Rev 
1:5; 2:13; 3:14; 11:3; 17:6)  

c πάθημα –suffering, a state 
of affliction, passion (Rom 
7:5; 8:18; 2Cor 1:5, 6, 7; Gal 
5:24; Phl 3:10; Col 1:24; 
2Tim 3:11; Heb 2:9, 10; 
1Pet 1:11; 4:13; 5:1, 9) 

d κοινωνός –a partner, 
partaker [sharing something 
in common] (Mt 23:30; Lk 
5:10; 1Cor 10:18, 20; 2Cor 
1:7; 8:23; Phlm 17; Heb 
10:33; 1Pet 5:1; 2Pet 1:4) 

e 
 ἀποκαλύπτω –to reveal, 
uncover, disclose, make 
manifest (Mt 10:26; 11:25, 
27; 16:17; Lk 2:35; 10:21, 
22; 12:2; 17:30 Rom 1:17, 
18; 8:18; 1Cor 2:10; 3:13; 
Eph 3:5; 1Pet 1:5, 12; 5:1) 

f  ποιμαίνω  –to shepherd a 
flock; to rule, govern (Mt 2:6: 
Lk 17:7; Jn 21:16; Acts 
20:28; 1Cor 9:7; 1Pet 5:2; 
Jude 12; Rev 2:27; 7:17) 

g  ἐπισκοπέω -to oversee, 
inspect; to beware (Heb 
12:15; 1Pet 5;2)  

h ἑκουσίως –voluntarily, 
willingly, of one’s own ac-
cord (Heb 10:26; 1Pet 5:2) 

i αἰσχροκερδῶς  –filthy gain 
( 1 P e t  5 : 2 )  [ a l s o 
αἰσχροκερδής, 1Tim 3:3, 
8; Titus 1:7)] 

j προθύμως –adv., willingly, 
eagerly [with panting] (1Pet 
5:2) [also ;πρόθυμος  adj., 
Mt 26:41; Mk 14:38; Rom  
1:15] 

k κατακυριεύω –to exercise 
dominion, to lord over (Mt 
20:25; Mk 10:42; Acts 19:16; 
1Pet 5:3) 

l  κλῆρος –lots; what is ob-
tained by casting lots, an 
inheritance (Mt 27:35; Mk 
15:24; Lk 23:34; Jn 19:24; 
Acts1:17, 25, 26; 8:21; 26:18; 
Col 1:12; 1Pet  5:3) 

m  τύπος  – the mark of a 
strike or blow, the impression/
print left by a blow; type, 
form, pattern, example  (Jn 
20:25; Acts 7:43, 44; 23:25; 
Rom 5:14; 6:17, 1Cor 10:6, 
11; Phl 3:17; 1Th 1:7; 2Th 
3:9; 1Tim 4:12; Titus 2:7; Heb 
8:5; 1Pet 5:3) 

n ἀρχιποίμην –chief shep-
herd (1Pet 5:4)  

o  κομίζω –to obtain, to carry 
off [what is given to you] (Mt 
25:27; Lk 7:37; 2Cor 5:10; 
Eph 6:8; Col 3:25; Heb 10:36; 
11:19, 39;  1Pet 1:9; 5:4; 2Pet 
2:13) 

p  νέος –recently born, young, 
new (Mt 9:17; Mk 2:22; Lk 
5:37, 38, 39; 15:12, 13; 
22:26; Jn 21:18; Acts 5:6; 
1Cor 5:7; Col 3:10; 1Tim 5:1, 
2, 11, 14; Titus 2:4, 6; Heb 
12:24; 1Pet 5:5) 

q 
 ὑποτάσσω  –to arrange 
under, to submit, be subject 
to (Lk 2:51; 10:17, 20; Rom 
8:7, 20; 10:3; 13:1, 5; 1Cor 
14:32, 34; 15:27, 28; 16:16; 
1Pet 2:13, 18; 3:1, 5, 22; 5:5) 

r  ἐγκομβόομαι – to tie the 
knot of the apron worn by a 
slave  (1Pet 5:5) 

s   ταπεινοφροσύνη –
humbleness of mind (Acts 
20:19; Eph 4:2; Phl 2:3; Col 
2:18, 23; 3:12; 1Pet 5:5) 

t  ἀντιτάσσω  – to arrange in 
battle against, to resist (Acts 
18:6; Rom 13:2; Jas 4:6; 5:6; 
1Pet 5:5) 

u  Prv 3:34 LXX  



6 Therefore humblea yourselves under the powerfulb hand 
of God, that He may exalt you in due time,  7 casting all your 
caresc upon Him, because to Him it  mattersd concerning you. 

8 Be self-controllede, be watchfulf; because your adversaryg 
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour.h  9 Withstandi him, steadfastj in the faith,       
perceiving that the same sufferingsk are maturingl your  
brotherhood in the world.  10  But after you have sufferedm a 
little,n the God of all grace who called you to His everlasting 
glory by Christ Jesus, may He Himself restore,o establish,p 
strengthen,q and setr you on a firmr foundationr.  11 To Him 
be the dominions forever and ever.  Amen. 

5:8 Be self-controlled, be watchful– in older translations be self-
controlled is rendered “be sober,” but the semantic range is broader 
than admonishing someone not to be drunk. To be self-controlled 
describes having a clear mind, and the ability to be decisive in mo-
ments of crisis, rather than being at the mercy of one’s passions (or 
drunkenness).  To be watchful describes being awake, aroused from 
sleep so as to not be caught off guard. In this context, being watchful 
is not specifically about looking for Christ’s return, but is a warning 
against the activities of Satan, the adversary of one’s everlasting life. 
because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 

lion, seeking whom he may devour– the word adversary describes 
an opponent, especially in a lawsuit; the word devil means 
“slanderer.” A roaring lion is a brute beast which intimidates and 
hunts its prey. Satan is never man’s friend, but is always a swindler 
who intends to destroy men’s lives so that they will lose the good 
things God has prepared for them to enjoy. In this particular warning, 
Peter might be concerned that some of these believers will wither 
under the persecution they are facing and become like the seed on the 

stony ground who when he “hears the 
word . . . immediately receives it with 
joy; yet he has no root in himself, but 
endures only for a little while; for when 
tribulation and persecution arises be-
cause of the word, immediately he 
stumbles” (Mt 13:20-21). 
5:9 withstand him, steadfast in the 
faith, perceiving that the same suffer-
ings are maturing your brotherhood 
in the world– if a believer is to over-
come the evil (one) in this world (1Jn 
2:13-14), he must take action. Firstly, 
withstand him, steadfast in the faith: 
“above all, taking the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to quench 
the fiery darts of the wicked one” (Eph 
6:16). A believer should know the word 
of God (develop deep roots) and be-
lieve God’s word instead of Satan’s 
lies. Christ provided an example of how 
to withstand Satan when Satan tried to tempt Him (Mt 4:1-11). 
Secondly, be perceiving that the same sufferings are maturing 
your brotherhood in the world. This refers to the benefit a be-
liever can realize by remaining steadfast in the faith during perse-
cution: enduring testing will mature the believer (Rom 5:3-5; Jas 
1:2-4, 12; 2:21-24; 1Pe 1:6-9; 2Pe 1:5-11). If he matures, then he 
will produce good fruit.  
5:10 But after you have suffered a little, the God of all grace 
who called you to His everlasting glory by Christ Jesus– what 
happens to you matters to the God of all grace. After you have 
suffered a little, reinforces the short time a believer might suffer 
on this earth compared to the everlasting glory and rewards such 
suffering will bring. God has called you not only to serve Him but 
also to suffer even as Christ has suffered (1Pe 2:20-21); this type of 
suffering is an essential aspect of the New Covenant economy.  
Those who endure such suffering will share in Christ’s everlasting 
glory (1Pe 5:1).  
may He Himself restore, establish, strengthen, and set you on 

a firm foundation– these actions refer to God’s good intentions 
for His children who suffer persecution, not just for this life but 
also in light of the world to come. To restore is to heal, mend a 
net, equip for service. To establish is to help stabilize (cf. 2Pe 
2:14; 3:16). To strengthen is to make stronger.  To set on a firm 
foundation certainly refers to Christ’s parable concerning the 
foundation of the wise man which will withstand the judgment (Mt 
7:24-25). 
5:11 To Him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen– God is 
all-powerful and everlasting. We should fear nothing, but Him (Mt 
10:28; Lk 12:4-5). 

22 1 Peter 5 Your Adversary is Like a Roaring Lion Seeking Prey 
k  πάθημα –suffering, a state 

of affliction, passion (Rom 
7:5; 8:18; 2Co 1:5, 6, 7; Gal 
5:24; Phl 3:10; Col 1:24; 
2Tm 3:11; Heb 2:9, 10; 1Pe 
1:11; 4:13; 5:1, 9) 

l ἐπιτελέω    –to bring to an 
end/completion, to make 
mature (Lk 13:32; Rom 
15:28; 2Co 7:1; 8:6, 11; Gal 
3:3; Phl 1:6; Heb 8:5; 9:6: 
1Pe 5:9) 

m πάσχω –to suffer (Mt 
16:21; 17:12;, 15; 27:19; Lk 
24; 26, 46; Ac 1:3; Heb 
2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12; 1Pe 
2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 
18; 4:1, 15, 19; 5:10) 

n  ὀλίγος  –little, small, few 
[of number, time, or degree] 
(Mt 7:14; 9:37; 15:34; 20:16; 
22:14; 25:21, 23; Mk 1:19; 
6:5, 31; 8:7; Jas 3:5; 4:14; 
1Pe 1:6; 3:20; 5:10, 12)  

o  καταρτίζω  –to mend; to 
equip; to restore [as one 
ought to be] (Mt 4:21; 21:16; 
Mk 1:19; Lk 6:40; Rom 9:22; 
2Co 1:5, 6, 7; Gal 5:24; Phl 
3:10; Col 1:24; 2Tm 3:11; 
Heb 2:9, 10; 1Pe 1:11; 4:13; 
5:1, 9) 

p στηρίζω   –to establish (Lk 
9:51; 16:26; 22:32; Rom 
1:11; 16:25; 1Th 3:2, 13; 
2Th 2:17; 3:3; Jas 5:8; 1Pe 
5:10; 2Pe 1:12; Rev 3:2) 

q  σθενόω  –to make strong 
(1Pe  5:10)  

r  θεμελιόω  –to lay a [firm] 
foundation (Mt 7:25; Lk 
6:48; Eph 3:17; Col 1:23;  
Heb 1:10; 1Pe 5:10) 

s κράτος  –force, strength; 
power; dominion (Lk 1:51; 
Ac 19:20; Eph 1:19; 6:10; 
Col 1:11; 1Tm 6:16; Heb 
2:14: 1Pe 4:11; 5:11; Ju 25; 
Rev 1:6; 5:13) 
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III.  Suffering in the Will of God (3:13-4:19; 5:8-11) 

5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under 
the powerful hand of God, that He may 
exalt you in due time– the OT phrase 
“by the mighty hand of God” refers to 
God’s ability to work things out according 
to His purposes, even in a fallen world 
dominated by rebellious beings (e.g., Ex 
3:19; 13:9; 32:11; Dt 3:24; 4:34; 5:15; 
6:21; 7:8; 1Ki 8:42; Neh 1:10; Job 30:20-
21; Ps 89:10, 13; 136:12; Isa 40:10; Jer 
21:5; 32:21; Eze 20:33, 34, 37; Dan 9:15).  
The faithful believer is to humble himself 
to the events which befall him and cause 
him to suffer for Christ; by doing so, he 
submits to the plan (foreknowledge, 1Pe 
1:2) of God for his life, and if he submits 
to suffering for Christ’s sake, God will 
exalt him in due time.  
5:7 casting all your cares upon Him, 

because to Him it  matters concerning you– the first part of this is 
a quotation from Psalm 55:22. “Casting” is an action in which some-
thing (a burden) is moved from one place (being) to another; it is also 
used to describe a blanket cast on the back of a mule (Lk 19:35). This 
participle further describes the action of humbling oneself under the 
powerful hand of God. You are to toss your cares, thoughts, con-
cerns, anxieties to God and let Him provide for your needs, because 
to Him it matters concerning you. (Mt 6:26; 10:27-31; Lk 12:6-7). 

a  ταπεινόω  –to make low, 
to become humble (Mt 
23:12; Lk 3:5; 14:11; 18:14: 
2Cor 11:7; 12:21; Phl 2:8; 
4:12; Jas 4:10; 1Pe 5:6)  

b κραταιός –adj., powerful, 
strong (1Pe 5:6) [from 
κράτος, see 1Pe 5:11]   

c  μέριμνα  –thoughts, cares, 
anxiety (Mt 13:22; Mk 4:19; 
Lk 8:14; 21:34: 2Co 11:28; 
1Pe 5:7) 

d  μέλει –to care about, have 
regard for (Lk 10:40; Jn 
10:13; 12:6; Ac 18:17; 1Co 
7:21; 9:9 1Pe 5:7) 

e  νήφω  -to be sober; to be 
temperate, self-controlled 
(1Th 5:6, 8; 2Tm 4:5; 1Pe 
1:13; 4:7; 5:8)  

f γρηγορέω  –to be awake, 
be aroused; to watch; to 
give attention (Mt 24:42, 43; 
25:13; 26:38, 40, 41; Mk 
13:34, 35, 37; 14:34, 37, 38; 
Lk 12:37, 39; Ac 20:31; 1Co 
16:13; Col 4:2; 1Th 5:6, 10; 
1Pe 5:8; Rev 3:2; 16:15)  

g  ἀντίδικος –an opponent in 
a suit, an adversary, enemy 
(Mt 5:25; Lk 12:58; 18:3; 
1Pe  5:8)  

h καταπίνω –to drink down, 
swallow, devour (Mt 23:24; 
1Co 15:54; 2Co 2:7; 5:4; 
Heb 11:29; 1Pe 5:8; Rev 
12:16) 

i ἀνθίστημι   –to stand 
against, withstand (Mt 5:39;  
Lk 21:15; Ac 6:10; 13:8;  
Rom 9:19; 13:2; Gal 2:11; 
Eph 6:13; 2Tm 3:8; 4:15; 
Jas 4:7; 1Pe 5:9) 

j  στερεός –solid, firm, hard  
(2Tm 2:19; Heb 5:12, 14;  
1Pe  5:9)  



23  Stand Firm in the True Favor of God 
12  By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I counta him, I have 

written briefly to you, exhorting and witnessing that this is the 
trueb favorc of God; stand firmd in it. 

13  She in Babylon fellow chosene ones together with you 
greets you; and so does Mark, my son.  14 Greetf one another 
with a kiss of love. 

Peace to all of you who are in Christ Jesus.   

5:12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother 
as I count him, I have written briefly to 
you– Silas (Silvanus), a companion and 
co-worker with Paul (Ac 15:22, 32; 2Co 
1:19; 1Th 1:1; 2Th 1:1), was a Roman 
citizen (Ac 13:67), which enabled him to 
travel freely throughout the Roman Em-
pire. Obviously, Silas also visited Peter 
and may have written down his dictation 
of this letter; at the least, he delivered 
Peter’s letter to its recipients.  

exhorting and witnessing that this is 
the true favor of God; stand firm in it– 
this statement reveals Peter’s purpose for 

writing this letter. These exiled Christians, not yet completely under-
standing the changes which have come with the New Covenant, are 
confused, thinking that being exiled (scattered) from the land of 
Judea is a judgment from God (as it was under the terms of the Old 
Covenant). Peter assures them that this is not judgment from God, 
but has occurred with His foreknowledge, and that they are still 
“chosen” (1Pe 1:1-2), and their sojourning in foreign lands is within 
the will of God (by doing so they have not broken His Covenant).  

Peter is explaining that, in fact, their suf-
fering for Christ (the central point of the 
chiasmus) has brought God’s favor 
(grace) upon them; therefore, he exhorts 
them to stand firm in it [God’s favor]. 
5:13 She in Babylon elect together with you greets you; and so 
does Mark, my son– she probably refers to the church (cf. 2Jn 1). 
Babylon is used to refer to the central kingdom of the Empire which 
in Peter’s day was the city of Rome. Those believers living in Rome 
and suffering persecution (the beginning of Nero’s persecution) are 
“elect with” them and send their greetings. As does Mark, my 
[mature] son (υἱός).  Although early on Mark had abandoned Paul 
and Barnabas on a missionary journey (Ac 15:36-40), he later ma-
tured into a faithful worker. After Peter’s crucifixion in Rome, Mark 
carried on his work, escaping from Rome to Alexandria, where he 
recorded the gospel tradition which was preached by Peter. 
5:14 Greet one another with a kiss of love– a greeting, similar to 
the greeting kisses still given in some Mediterranean countries, 
which is intended to show affection (love) for Christian brethren.  
Peace to all of you who are in Christ Jesus– probably not simply 

referring to the peace with God which is obtained by every believer 
when justified by faith (Rom 5:1), but referring to the Hebrew idea of 
“shalom,” that all things in one’s life might be as they should be.   

a  λογίζομαι –to reckon, 
count, make an account; 
reason, think, suppose (Mt 
11:31; Mk 15:28; Lk 22:37; 
Ac 19:27; Rom 2:3, 26: 
3:28; 4:3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 22, 23, 24; 6:11; 8:18, 
36; 9:8; 14:14; 1Co 4:1; 
13:5, 11; 2Co 3:5; 5:19; 
10:2, 7, 11; 11:5; 12:6 Gal 
3:6; Phl 3:8; 2Tm 4:16; Heb 
11:19; Jas 2:23; 1Pe 5:12)  

b ἀληθής –adj., lit., not hid-
den; true; loving the truth 
(1Pet 5:6) Mt 22:16; Mk 
12:14; Jn 3:33; 4:18; 5:31, 
32; 7:32; 7:18; 8:13, 14, 16, 
26; 10:41; 19:35; 21:24; Ac 
12:9; Rom 3:4; 2Co 6:8; Phl 
4:8; Ti 1:13; 1Pe 5:12; 1Jn 
2:8, 27; 3Jn 12)  

c  χάρις –that which affords 
joy, pleasure, delight; good 
will, favor; benefit; thanks 
[for the benefit] (Lk 1:30; 
2:40, 52; 4:22; 6:32, 33, 34; 
17:9; Jn 1:14, 16, 17; Ac 
4:33; 7:10, 46; 13:43; 14:3, 
26; 15;11; 18:27; 20:24, 32; 
24:27; 25:3, 9; Rom 1:5, 7; 
3:24; 4:4, 16; 5:2, 15, 17; 
20, 21; 1Pe 1:2, 10, 13; 
2:19, 20; 3:7; 4:10; 5:5, 10, 
12; 2Pe 1:2; 3:18) 

d  ἵστημι  –to bid, cause, or 
make to stand; to stand, 
keep one’s place (Mt 2:9; 
4:5; 6:5; 12:25, 26, 46, 47; 
13:2; 16:28; 18:2, 16; 20:3, 
6, 32; 24:15; 25:33; 26:15, 
73; 27:11, 47; 1Pe 5:12) 

e  συνεκλεκτός   –elect/
chosen together with you, 
fellow chosen one (1Pe 
5:13) [see Peter’s use of 
συν- in 1Pe 5:1] 

f ἀσπάζομαι –to draw to 
oneself, embrace, to greet, 
salute, welcome (Mt 5:47; 
10:12; Mk 9:15; 15:18; Lk 
1:40; 10:4; Ac 18:22; 20:1; 
21:6, 7, 19; 25:13; 1Pe 5:13, 
14; 2Jn 13; 3Jn 14) 

Greetings (5:12-14) 
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